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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 


S my leading aim in the following compilu- 
tion Twas io unite utility with ae. 

to intereſt childhood by an occaſioaol tale, whics. 
might point its moral at the heart --** to ſhes 
virtue her oron feature, vice ber ron image, 

and deeply to 1mp! iat upon the minds of youth 
the relative duties they ozve to God, to ſociety, 

and themſelves !---1 muft ber to expreſs the 


ſatisfaction I feel that my tumble endeavours 


have been received with ſuch liberal indulgence, 
and recompenſed with ſuch very fiattering uc 
ceſs. FOURTH IMyrEsSION Paving bee: 
called for in th e ſpace of a ſingle year ; 1 have 
endeavoured to teftify my orat; gude for ſuch an 
uacomnon demana, bv ad! . four characteriſtic 
engravings to emoell:/,: the cel. But it is 
painful to me to add, that cc, I preſent them 
th theſe embellij]mcats, 7 am compelled ta 
par e lix-pc nee in Ie price of the Book, 
q account of the lute heavy inmpolt on paper. 
My kind patrons ccill therefore do me the i. 
1 10 dijeriminate betcoten this latter act of 
»>-41tical ech. and the for HEY voluntary tr1- 
2 of 2 EY af 2 oviigat! O00. [ remai 7 doe (ub! 5 
very reſpectſul, and moſt devoted ſervant, 
G. . 
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ro THE THIRD EDITI@N, 


—̃ 


THE publiſher begs to offer his belt ac- 
] knowledgements to the public, for the 
If kind encouragement given to his hamblz 


endeavours ; and requeſts to inform them, it 


Edition every degree of improvement, in 


' 
has been his chief ſtudy to give the preſent 


hopes it may be honoured with a continu— 


ance of their Lupport. 


Some of the Leſſons, in the former cdi— 
tions, being pointed out by a erary friend, 
as having too much gravity in their compa- 
ſition for youth, are in the. preſent one re- 


moved, as far as was conſiſtent with tlic 


to 


plan of the work, which will now be found 
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to contain many ORIGINAL PIECES, both 
in prote and verſe ; with other ſelections, 
the caſt of which, he truſts, will be both ac- 


ceptable and highly improving to his young 


friends; to whom, and the public, he de- 


dlicates his humble trifles; and Legs ta 


th terbe huntelt their obliged tervant. 


Tus PUBLISHER. 


FRN K 


II has often been remarked by thoſe who 
have had the arduous and important tatk 
of education aſſigned them, that the books 
commonly put into the hands of children, 
from being ſometimes too difficult, and at 
others too eaſy, either embarraſſed or re- 
tarded the progrets of their pupils. From 
theſe circumſtances, the Compiler of the 
following little work was ſtruck with the 
idea, that, however late years had multi- 
phed publications of this nature, ſtill there 
appeared deficient a book, or ſelection of 
eaſy leſſons, tor the uſe of ſchools, advancing 
progreſſively from the moſt imple to more 
complex compotitions. The ſucceſs of his 
Compilation has proved that his idea was 
not erroneous. It has recommended itſelf 
to many of our moſt reſpectable academies 
throughout the kingdom, and has been ge- 


nerally received with candour and appro- 
bation. 
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PREFACE. Vii 


The importance of tome learning to fit 
men for the world, has been univ crſally teen 
and acknowledged; and, however widely 
the thinking part of mankind may have 
differed, as to the proper mode of con- 
ducting education, they have all becn una- 
nimous in their opinion of its ſalutary et- 
tects. They know that every being comes 
the ſame from the hand of Nature; and, 
althoughalittle farther reiluction is requiſite 
to perceive the effects of culture on the in- 
ternal ſenſes, it cannot be diſputed, that the 
mind, like the body, when arrived at firm- 
neſs and maturity, retains the impreſſions 
it received in a more pliant and tender 
age. 

It has ever been allowed, by the expe- 
rience of thoſe who have been capable to 
judge, that there appears ſomething neceſ- 
tary to qualify men tor retiring from the 
world, as preparing them to act their part 
with propriety in the tame, and to enjoy 
themtelves when enjoyment becomes their 
object. There is a certain time of lite when 
almoſt every man wiſhes to eſcape from the 
buſtle and hurry of the world, to taſte the 
{weets of retirement and repoſe ; but if the 
mind has received no uſeful knowledge in 
the firſt ſtages of its exiſtence, no mental 
improvement from thoſe hours that give vi- 
vacity to youth and ſteadineſs to more ad- 
vanced years, it is ill calculated for its 

retreat; 
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retreat Hence the importance of env- 
CATION, which ever fails to open a rich 
ſource of entertainment. Books give a 

rectal enjo ment, and temper the hours 
with delight -from theas are acquired the 
firſt principles of right and wrong---of clc- 
gance and taſte; and while they i inſtruct 
men in the duties that belong to tociety 
and their being, form tlie heart to virtue 
and peace. 

A mind thus formed and matured in its 
fancy, gives aman a privilege, on entering 
the theatre of the world, to enjoy inany and 
great advantages---accuſtomed toreflection, 
aoqufainte d with human nature, the ſtrengtli 
of virtue and depravity of vice, he can trace 
actions to their tource, and be enabled in 
the affairs of hte to avail himſelf of thc 
wiſdom and experience of paſt ages. 
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INTRODUCTION 


TO 


R E A DI N G. 


Eaſy Leſſons of Monoſyllables. 
LESssON I. 


THE fool hath ſaid in his heart, there is 

no God. They are all gonc out of the 
way; there is none that doth good; no not 
one. They curſe with their mouths ; their 
feet are ſwiſt to ſhed blood. The way of 
peace have they not known; there 18 no 
tear of God before their eyes. Ihey were 
brought into great fear where no tear was. 
They make a mock at the poor ; but he 
truſts in the Lord. 

B | Lzssox 
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LESSsON II. 
Ob hare ſeen the poor man ſow his ſeed 


on the ground, which in due time 
ſprings up, and is cut down and brought 
home to his barn, and his toil is crown'd 
with joy and peace. Thus a good man 
whom God has bleſſed with much or more 
than his wants crave, gives to thoſe who arc 
poor and in need ; by which acts of love he 
is made rich in the fruits of good works. 
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LESssOoN III. 


LRD, who ſhall dwell in thy houſc, 8 


who ſhall reſt on thy hill? He that leads 
a good life, anddoththething which is right, 
and ſpeaks the truth from his heart. He 
that ſets not by his own ways; but is low it 
his own eyes, and makes much of them that 
fear the Lord. He that hath not done ill 
to his friend, nor ſpoke ill of him. He that 
hath done good, and not done theſe bad 
things, ſhall not fall, but ſtand to the end 


——— — 


Leon. IV. 1 
LET not the ſun 80 down On thy 


wrath. The man who lets his rage 
ow to hate, will find, in the end, that 


| he has loſt that peace which will not come 


back 
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hack to a dark mind. There are none but 
what will ſhun his walk. His path ſhall 
be fad in the mid-day, and none thall turn 
to his door to ſay, © God be with you !'— 
What a ſtate! Love all; hate none--1o thall 
thy morn be crown'd with Joy, and thy eve 
with peacc. 
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Lesson V. 
STRIVE not with a man if he gives thee 


no cauſe ; if he hath done thee no harm. 
The curſe of the Lord is in the houte of 
bad men; but bleſt is the houſe of the Juſt, 
The path of the juft doth ſhine as the light; 
yea more and more to the clear day. But 
the way of ill men is dark; they know not 
what makes them fall. Think on the path 
of thy tect, and let thy ways be fixt. Turn 
not to the right hand, nor to the left; 
move thy toot from ill. 


prop p—yyyy 


LESSON VI. 


O to the ant, thou that art fond of floth ; 
think on her ways and be wife. She 
hath no guide or chief to rule her, yet doth 
the get her meat at the time of the ripe 
fruit, and lay up ſtore of food v hen the corn 

is cut down. How long wilt thou fleep ? 
When wilt thou riſe from thy bed * Yet 
B 2 more 
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more fleep ? And doſt thou fold thy hands? 
Thou ſhalt then be poor; want ſhall come 


upon thee, and thuu ſhalt not be able to 
flee from it. 


3-04-44 


Lessown VII. 


HE ways of the Lord are pure: lie 

guards all who put their truſt in him. 
For who is God but the Lord ? or who 
hath ſtrength but our God? It is God that 
guides me with the ſtrength of war, and 
makes my way pleaſe him. He makes my 
feet like harts feet, and ſets me up on high. 
For this cauſe will gie thanks to him, 
and fing praiſe to his name. 
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Lz<5ox VIII. 


O good to all.—Kkceep to this rule, and 

it will prove well with thee. The x ney 
that is dead to the plaint of woe will mect 
its own pain, and none ſhall heave a ſigh, 
or ſhed a tear. It is for the fon of worth to 
feel the glow of joy, when a good act 
tells him he has . that he ought : 
Wealth ſhould not ruſt in thy bags—find 
out the poor that want thy ald; give thy 
alms, and they will bleſs thee. 


LESSON 
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LessoxN IX. 


ITE eye of the Lord is on them that fear 
him, and that put their truſt in him. 
Ile will blets them that fear him; he will 
love them and do them good. As tor ſuch 
as love not the way of the Lord, he wil 
hide his face from them; he will not tave 
them, but they ſhall go down to the pit. 
zy the word of the Lord were all things 
made. God made the world; he made 
both man and beaſt. He made the tow 1s 
of the air, and the fiſh of the fea. He 
made the ſun to rule the day, and the 
moon and ſtars to rule the night. How 
great are the works of the Lord ! 


LESSON X. 


THE car to hear, and the eye to ſec, the 

Lord made both of them. It is naught, 
it is naught, ſays he that buys; but when 
he is gone then he boaſts. The ways of men 
are of the Lord; l. . then can a man t know 
his own way ? Thc heart of the king is in 
the handsof the Lord, whocan turn it where 
he will. Te way of man is firaage : but as 
for the pure, their work is riglit. He that 
loves had ways ſhall be poor; and he that 
is fond ot wine and oil thall not be rich. 
The path of bad mcn 1s full of thorns ; but 
thoſe that love truth ſhall find mends. Train 


1 > 
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up a child in the way he ſhould go, and 
when he is old he will not leave it. 
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Less0x XI. 


H you meet bad men, go not with them 
If they ſay, Come, let us lay in wait tor 
blood; let us lurk for the juſt; let us cat 
them up as the grave, for we ſhall find 
good things and fill our houſe with ſpoil: 
walk not in their ways, but turn thy foot 
from their paths. If thou art wiſe in heart, 
keep in the right way, and thou ſhalt know 
the fear of the Land and find out the law 
of thy God. He will lead thee in the path 
of life, and guide thee in the ways of peace. 
He will free thee from the man who tccks 
thy hurt, and fave thee from thote who aim 
at thy life; but if thou ſhalt tarn from tlc 
nght way, and do that which is bad, he 
will cut thee off from the carth, and rovrt 
thee out of the land. 
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LESsoN XII. 
RAISE the Lord, O my ſoul! laud 


thou the name of the Lord—praiſe it. 

all ye faints ! ye that ſtand in the houſe of 
the Lord: in the courts of the houſe ot 
our God; give thanks to his great name | 
Pratic the Lord, O earth; ye Kings of the 
carth 
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earth praiſe him ! for he is the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords! Praiſe him fun 
and moon, praiſe lum ſtars and hght ; for 
he ſpake the word, and ye were made— 
ye fowls of the air ſing forth his praiſe, 
join it, ye beaſts of the field let the whole 
world ſwell out the hymn of joy, and all 
things that have breath now praiſe the 


Lord ! 
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Lessox XIII. 


OD of truth! oh, guard my heart 
Let no taint of vice ſteal in 
Keep it free from guile or art, 
Shield it from the ſnares of fin. 


When the poor man opes my gate, 

Let me with ſome kind word greet him— 
I may one day ſhare his fate, 

Should I mock at, or ill treat him. 


May I live to know and fear thee, 
'Truft and love thee all my days; 
Then in heav'n, in bliſs dwell near thee, 
| See thy face, and fing thy praiſe ! 
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Eafy Le ffons of Words wot excteding two Syllabics, 


LESsOx I. 


GOOD name is better than precious 
ointment; and the day of one's death, 

than the day of one's birth. It is better to 80 
to the houſe of mourning than the houſe of 
teaſting : for that is the end of all men, and 
the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is 
better than laughter; for by the ſadneſs of 
the looks the heart is made better. The heart 
of the wiſe is in the houſe of mourning, but 
the heart of fools is in the houſe of mirth. 

It is better to hear the rebuke of the wile, 
than for a man to hear the ſongs of fools. 


„ 


Lzssox II. 
ID youth know the pleaſure that ariſos 


from an early culture of the mind, 1 am 
led to believe they would never watte in 
uſeleſs purſuits the many hours that arc 
done that way, when to their tad regret 
ey will n or later find their miſtake 

in the erd. 

How many have I been a witnets to, 
who would have given litc almoſt to redeern 


nut-tpent time, w then they have ſcen others 
of 
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of their own age and rank in life, who, by 
making virtue and a riglit uſe of time their 


firſt object, rife to honour and riches in 
the world. 


LESsso N III. 


ET it be your chief object in lite to ac- 

quire a fincere friend ; for true friend- 
ſhip heightens every joy, and ſoftens every 
pain. Nothing can hurt a man who main- 
tains his credit among thoſe who know him. 
Avoid being a judge in any quarrel between 
iwo of your friends. It is proper that you 
thouldknoxw the foibles of your triends; but 
not expote them. No man will long rei- 
pect his friends, if he fufters himſelf to talk 
treety of their faults. Nothing tends more 
to render people faithlets than diſtruſt. 40 
doubt a friend is to loſe him: think a man 
% be honeſt, ar.d you make him to. 
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LRSSON IV. 


MARES at parent hen, ſaid a fat 


his dearclt fon. With what Kin | Care 
docs the call her o tispring, and cover then 
with her wings. The kite now Ae bo 
the air, ICCKINg his prey, ma; perhaps dart 
uon her and bear lier off in lis talons. 
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Does not this fight ſuggeſt to you the 
Kindnets of your mother, and her watchſul 
Care over you in the helplets {tate of child- 
hood, when ſhe fed you with her _—_ 
taught your limbs to move, and your tong 
to lit its unform'd accents ? At that — 
the mourned over jour little griets; was 
plcated with your calm deli chts; tought tor 
vou the healing balm in ficknets; and 
Planted in your mind the love of truth, of 
virtuc and of wifdom. O! cherith every 
lea of reſpect for ſuch a mother; ſhe nie- 
rits your armeſt favour, eſteem, and love. 


— 4-4-4 <4 
T.xsxown V. 


EACH me to love thee, thou Divine 
Goodneſs, to regard the world as my 
genmne country. not the little narrow tpot 
here [ fir t drew vital Air. teach nic io 
regard myſelf but as a 155 t of this great 
whole, a pact which, for it: elfare, 1 
to be as willing to ao as 1 refign a ting 
I mb for the ſervice of my who! : body. of 
my life bea feene of goodacts1n vhat 1 have 
to enjoy, and conſtant in wliat I ſuffer, as 
doth can only be placed to that order of 
vents which cannot but be hc ſt, as being 
ofen and ſettled by t thee, who art wife in 


all thy V. aA >, and jut! in a1 UV N Orks. 


LuSsSON 


boy 
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Leszon VI. 


BEF ORE you give way to anger, try to 
find a reaſon Tor not being angry. 'To 

be angry 1s to punith yourſelf for the faults 
ot others. A word dropt by chance from 
vour friend may give you offence. Avoid a 
haſty reply, and bew are of telling the cauſe 
of your anger to the firſt perſon. you meet. 
When you are cool, it will vaniſh, and 
leave no traccs behind it. Wrath kindles 
wrath : make it a conſtant rule, therefore, 
never to utter a fingle word while you are 
1 angry. Never :ndulgc revenge to your own 
art The moſt fabtile reve nge is, to de- 
n 110 the affront; it will then re cool! on him 
who hath given tace offence, and torment 
him * ith the ting of remorſe. It thotc 
who hate you can put you to pain, it will 
give them trcth \ gour: ON tins account, 
do not expo 10 our WE: k fide to them, or 
thew then wv livre to direct a tecond blow. 
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| .E=<ON VII. 
A Wo who came to drink at a river, 


ing his on image in the clear 
ſtream, 4" * cre thelt 1 lender ſhanks 
of mine but ſuited to this noble and 
*« branciung head, how proud I thould be. 
as I could then Qety! e all my LOCS; 
Scarcely 1 ad he ſpoxen theic words, „hen 
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he ſpied a pack of hounds coming full cry 
towards him: upon which he ſcoured away 
acroſs the plain, and leaving the dogs be- 
hind him, ſoon gained a wood; but in 
preſſing through a thicket, the buſhes 

caught his horns, and held him till the 
hounds came up and tore him to pieces. 
When he found himſelf dying, What a 
« wretched fool was I,“ laid be. to pre- 
fer ſhew to ande U truſted to my 
horns, which have Prov ed my ruin; and 
thought nothing of my leg 3, which would 
have 'faved me. 


LESSsox VIII. 


AN the ruth grow up without mire ? Can 

the flag grow without water? Whilſt it 
is yet in its greennets, and not cut down, it 
fadeth before any other herb. So are the 
paths of all thoſe who forget God; aud the 
hope of the wicked ſhall periſh. His hope 
hall be cut off, and his truſt thall be a ſpi- 
ders web. IIe ſhall lean upon his houlc, 
but it thall not ſtand: he thall hold it fatt, 
but it ſhall not endure. He is green before 
the tun, and his branch ſthooteth forth in 
his garden. His roots are wrapped about the 
heap, and ſceth the place of ſtones. If h- 
deſtroy him fron his place, then 1t e 
deny him. Fay in „ I have not ſeen thee. Be- 
old, this 1s 83 Of Ils 175 and out ot 
the 
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the carth ſhall others grow. Behold, God 
will not caſt away a perfect man, neither 
will he help thoſe who do ey1l. 


rr pr pong 4 <4 


-LEzSSON-IA. © 
A LARK had a brood of young ones in 


a field of ripe corn, and when the went 
abroad in queſt of food for them, ſhe bade 
them take notice of what ſhould happen in 
her abſence. On her return they told her, 
that the owner of the field had been there, 
ank had aſked thote who lived near him to 
come and help him to reap his corn. Well, 
faid the lark. there is no danger yet. Next 
day they told her, that he had been there 
again, and made the ſame requeſt to his 
fnends. Well, well, faid the, there is no 
danger in that neither: and ſo the went out 
to procure food as betore: but being told 
the third day, that the owner and his fon 
were to come next morning to perform the 
work themiclves ; nay then, ſaid the, it is 
now. full time tor us to look about us. As 
for neighbours and friends, I feared thein 
very little: but the owner, I am certain, 
will be as good as his word, and not neg- 
lect to Go what he intends. 


LESSON 
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Lt=ssoN X. 


OV Jacob loved Joſeph more than all 
his children, becauſe he was the 1on 
oi his old age, and he made him a coat of 
many colours. And when his brethren taw 
that their father loved him more than a!l hi; 
brethren, they hated him, and could not 
ſpeak in peace to him. And A drean- 
cd a dream, and he told it to his brethren, 
ant they hated him vet the more. And he 
ſaid unto them. Hear. pray vou, this dream 
which I have dreamed: For behol we 
were binding ſheaves in the field, and lo 
my ſheat aroſe, and alto ttood uprig ht. and 
b-hold your tnhcaves ſtood round about, 
and bow cu to my theat. And his brethren 
faid unto him, Shalt thou indecd reign over 
us? or ſhalt thou indeed have power over 
us? And they hated him yet more tor lis 
dreams, and tour his words. And he dreamed 
yet another Ureamand told it to his hrethiren, 
and taid, Behold, I have dreamet a dream 
„ niore, and behold the ſun, and the moon, 
and the ſtars bowed to me. And he told 
it to his father, and to his brethren ; and 
his father chid him, and ſaid, Shall I, and 
thy mother, and thy bre thre n, . indecd, 
come to bow duw i before thee to the earth? 
And his brethren cuvied Lnn : but lis Cr- 
ther kept the fi ne 5 i heart. 


* 
a - \ 


* 


1 ON 


44 Introduction to Reading. 15 


LESSON XI. 


NE day, in the month of June, Damon 
had got every thing ready to ſet out 
ona little jaunt of pleaſure with a few of his 
friends, but the ſky became black with thick 
clouds. and on that account he was forced 
to wait ſome time in ſuſpenſe. Being at 
laſt ſtopped by a heavy ſhowe r of rain, he 
was fo vexed. that he could not refrain 
from tcars, and fitting down in a {ulky 
humour, would not ſuffer any one to con- 
{ole him. 

Towards niet the clouds began to va- 
niſh ; the ſun thouc with great brightneſs, 
und th ze whole face of nature - to be 
thanged into W beauty. Strephon then 
took Damon with him into the 1 Ids, and 
as his anger was now calmed, the freſhneſs 
ot the air, the muſic ct the birds, and the 
verilurc of the meads, filled his mind with 
joy. Do you not ſee,” ſaid Strephon, 
wat a change has taken place? Laſt 
«*. might the ground was parched by long 
60 drought: the flowers hid their dro: oping 
* heads; and every thing ſeemed to lan- 
„% euith. To what cauſe "maſt v impute 
*« thus happy change ?” Struck with the 
folly cf tis own conduct, and the gentle 
reproot of his friend, n with a mo- 
deit look, ſaid, „ To the rain which fell 
„ thts morning.“ 


LESso& 
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HEREFORE do the wicked live. be- 
come old, yea, are mighty in powers 
Their ſeed is ſettled in their fight; with 
them and tlieir o [f5pring before their e ves. 
Their houſes are ſaſe from fear. neither is 
the rod of God upon them. They ſpent! 
their days in wealth, and in a OE UT 
down to the grave. Theretore they tay 
unto God, Depart {from us; for we detii 
not to know thy ways. What is the Tad, . 
that we ſhould ſerve him ?* And what pro- 
tit ſhould we have. if e pray unto him? 
Lo |! their good 1s NP Ot in their han 12 
the countel of the wicked is far trom then, 
They are as ſtubble before the Wind, and 
as chaff that the ori dUrivith before it. 


—— >< <<< 


Ltessow XIII. 


HE inſtinct of ſom e creatures is highile 
worthy of notice, and diiplays tho pon 

er and witdom of yp Being y who ſorn 
them. It a tirkey-hen die while the 15 tit- 
ting, the cock aſſumes her Province ; and 
after tl young are hatched, he tends thou 
with the fame cave as the female. Even 
when the hen is buty with the == brood, 
the cock takes charge of the former; leads 
them about in arch of food; and per- 
forms all the duties of a mother. On thc 
approach of hounds, the feinale hind p uts 
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herſelf in the way of being hunted; and 
tries to lead them from her fawn. The hare 
doubles with great addreſs, to evade pur- 
ſuit; and ſhews more art the oftener the is 
huntcd. At times, ſhe will leap from one 
furze buſh to another; by which means 
the ſcent is loſt, and the dogs are miſled : 
at others, ſhe will run by the fide of a 
hedge, pats through it, and then return by 
the other fide ; and when a freſh hare has 
been fiarted, the former hunted one will 
ſquat down in her place. 


$-4-4-+-—4-44 4 


Lessown XIV. 


AND it came to paſs, after theſe things, 
that Abram fat in the door of his tent 
about the going down of the ſun. And be- 
hold a man, bent with age, coming from 
the way of the deſcrt, leaning on a ſtaff ; 
and Abram aroſe, and met him, and faid 
unto him, Turn in, I pray thee, and waſh 
thy feet, and tarry all night; and thou ſhalt 
ariſe early in the morning, and go on thy 
way. And the man ſaid, Nay, for I wil 
abide under this tree. But Abram preſſed 
him greatly, ſo he turned, and they went 
into the tent; and Abram baked bread, 
and they did cat. And when Abram faw 
that the man bleſſed not God, he faid unto 
tim, Wherefore doſt thou not worthip the 
molt lg! God, who formed the heavens 
and 
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and the earth ? And the man faid, I do not 
worthip thy God ; neither do I call upon 
his name; for I have made to myſelf a God, 
which doth remain always in my houte, 
and provide me with all good things. And 
Abram's zeal was kindled againit the man, 
and he aroſc and fell Upon him, and drove 
him forth with blows into the deſert. 


„ <4: 444 


Lessoxn XV. 
LIMATE and the efforts of art have 


given riſe to many kinds of dogs. The 
Britiſh maſtiffs were 10 famous among the 
Romans, that ſome of their princes kept an 
officer in this iſland to train them for public 
combats. Three of theſe were thought to 
be a match for a bear, and four for a lion; 
but by a trial made in the Tower, under 
the reign of King James the Firſt, it appears 
three maſtiffs are able to conquer this noble 
beaſt. Iwo of them were fo much hurt, 
that they gave over the attack ; but the 
third forced the lion to ſeek ſafety by flight. 
The dog's ſtomach can digeſt bones, and 
he utes the tops of grats as a vomit. His 
ſcent is very fine, when his noſe is moiſt. 
His tenſe of hearing 1s quick ; and it is 
well known his love for his maſter is not 


to be ſhaken. 
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LESSON XVI. 
AND Chriſt lifted up his eyes, and ſaid, 


*« Bletied be ye poor, for your's 18 the 
kingdom of God. Bleficd are ye that 
hun; rer now, for ye ſhall be tilled. Bleſſed 
are ve that weep now, for ye thall laugh. 
Bleſſed arc ve when men {hall hate you, 
and turn from you, and ſhall reproach you, 
and caſt out your name, as evil, for the 
Son of Man's fake. Rejoice ye in that day, 
and leap for joy; for behold your reward is 


great in heaven: for in the like manner did 


their fathers unto the prophets. But woe 
unto you that are full, for ye ſhall hunger: 
woe unto you that laugh now, tor ye ſhall 
mourn, and weep. Woe unto you when 
all men ſhall ſpcak well of you; for ſo did 
their fathers to the falſe prophets. But I 
tay unto vou which hear me, love your 
focs, and do good to them that hate you. 
Blefs them that curſe you, and pray for 
thote who ute you ill. Unto him that 
imiteth thee on the one cheek. offer alto 
the other; and him that taketh away thy 
cioak, forbid not to take thy coat alto. Give 
to every man that aſketh of thee, and of him 
that taketh away thy goods, aſk them not 
again; and as ye would that men ſhould dy 
to you, do ye alto to them likewite.” 


LESSON 
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Lessxox XVII. 


F thy foul thirſieth for honour ; if thy ear 

hath any ple aſure in the voice of praite, 
raiſe th (elf trom the duſt of which thou art 
made, and exalt thy aim to ftometiung that 
is worthy of praiſe. The oak, that now 
pre: adeth its branches towards the heavens, 
was oncc but an acorn in the bowels of the 
earth. Strive to be the firſt in thy calling, 
let it be what it may; neither ſufler any one 
to go beyond thee in well-doing ; yet envy 
not the merit of others, but improve thine 
own talents. Scorn alſo to depreſs thy ri- 
val by any baſe or ſhameful method; try to 
raiſe thyſelf above him only by fair means : 
ſo ſhall thy conteſt be crow ned with ho- 
nour, if not with ſucceſs. By a juſt con- 
duct, in ſtriving to excel, the ſpirit of a 
man is rouſed within him; be panteth after 
fame, and like a racer he 1s cager to run 
his courſe, He riſeth as the palm-tree in 
ſpite of thoſe burdens that tend to Keep 
him down; and as an caglz in the heavens 
he ſoareth aloft. and fixcth his eve on the 
glories of the ſun. The deeds of a great 

man are in his dreams by night; and his 
chief delight is to follow them all the day 
long. Ile ſormeth great deſigns, and his 
name goetl; forth to the end of the world. 
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Lesson XVIII. 


E who ſerves God hath the beſt maſter 

in the world. Where God is, there 
nothing is wanting. No man 1s greater in 
truth than he is in God's efteem. He hath 
a good judgement, who doth not rely on 
his own. Health is not his who gets it ; 
but his who cnjoys it. Go not over the 
water where you cannot ſee the bottom. 
Friendſhips are cheap when they are to be 
bought by pulling off your hat. Speak 
well of your friend ; and of thoſe who ma 
hate you, neither well nor ill. The friend- 
ſhin of a great man is a lion at the next 
door. The money you refuſe will never 
do vou good. A beggar's wallet is a mile 
to the bottom. He who thinks to cheat 
others, cheats himfelt moſt. Bold and 
ſhamcleſs men are maſters of half the 
world. He who is an afs, and takes him- 
{elf for a ſtag, when he comes to leap the 
ditch finds his miſtake. Praiſe doth a wiſe 
man good, but a fool harm. He who gives 
lair words, feeds you with an empty tpoon. 
When your neighbour's houſe is on fire, 
carry water to your own. Spare diet, and 
no trouble, keep a man in good he -alth. 
He who wiſhes to believe that he hath a 
great many friends, muſt try but few of 
nem. 


LESSON 
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Ltsso0xN XIX. 

THE Slotli is a creature fo ill-formed for 

aoving, that it can ſcarcely advance 
„ than a tew paces in the courſe of a 
as, indeed, ſo little defire for 
its place, that it never thinks of 

food till forced by the ſe- 
| - [nger. It lives upon the 
leaves, fruit, and the flowers of trees, and 
often or the bark itſelf, when nothing elte 
is lett for it to ſubſiſt on. As it requires à 
great deal of ſood for its ſupport; it, for the 
mot part, ſtrips a tree of all its verdure in 
lets than a fortnight ; and being then left 
witi:out tood, it drops down like a liteleſs 
mats, from the branches to the ground. 
After being tome time in a torpid ſtate, 
from the ſhock of its fall, it prepares tor a 
new journey to ſome tree not tar off, 
which it crawls to flowly, that one can 
hardly perceive it move. Having, at 
length, reached the ſpot, it aſcends the 
trunk, and devours whatever it can find on 
the branches. By gnawing the bark alto. 
it ſoon deſtroys the life ot the tree; and 
thus the ſource is loft from which it drew 
its ſupport. This ftrange creature, which 
ſeems to lead a very wretched lite, may 
' ſerve as a juſt emblem of the flothtul, who 
ſpend their time in doing nothing, whahe 
they ought to be ſecking for thoſe comforts 


which render mankind happy. 
LESSso WC 
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Letsso0n XX. 


JT is wiſer to prevent a quarrel than to re- 
venge it. By others' faults, prudent men 
correct their own. When our vices leave 
us, we flatter ourſelves that we leave then. 
Chooſe that kind of life which is beſt, and 
cuſtom will re ider it pleaſant. Anger may 
glanc e into the breaft "of a W * man; but it 
reſts only in the buiom of tools. To err is 
human; to forgive divine. Though 4 man 
may become learned by the learning of other 
people, he can never be wiſe but by his own 
wiſdom. A good man will love himſelf too 
well to loſe, and all his neighbours too 
well to win, an eſtate by gaming. The 
love of gaming will c orrupt the beſt minds 
in the world. It happens to men of learn- 
ing as to ears of corn: they ſhoot up, and 
race the! ir heads high, while the y are empty; 
but when full, and fwelle d with grain, they 
begin to flag and droop. It is harder to 
avoid centure, than to gain applauſe; for 
this may be done by one gre at or wiie action 
in an age; but to ctrape cenſure, a man 
mult paſs his whole life without ſaying or 
doing one ill or tooliſh thing. A har be- 
gins with m king falſchood appear like 
truth, and ends "with making truth itſelf 
appear like falichood. It often happens, that 
thote are the beſt people who have been 
moſt 
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moſt hurt by ſlander: as we find that, ſome- 
times, to be the fireeteſt fruit at which the 


birds have been pecking. 
"4-4 © <0>->43-+«- 


Lesson XXI. 
WO geeſe ſtrayed from a farm-yard, in 


a certain county of England, and ſwam 
down a canal to a large morats, in which 
thev ranged at large, and found plenty of 
food. To this place a flock of wild geeſe. 
uſed often to reſort, and though they were 
at firſt ſo ſhy, as not to ſuffer the tame ones 
to join them, they by degrees became better 
friends. One night, their cackling having 
reached the ears of a fox that was prow ling 
at no great diſtance from the moraſs, the art- 
ful thief took his courſe through a wood 
on the borders of it, and was within a few 
yards of his prey, before any of the geefe 
could perceive him. The alarm being given, 
juſt as he was about to ſpring upon thean: 
the whole flock, in an inſtant, mounted 
into the air with loud cnes. The wild geeſe 
winged their flight toward the higher parts 
of the heavens. and were feen no more; 
but the two tame ones, which were not uſed 
to ſoar, and which had always been kept 
free Gra danger without havins 7 need to 
_ exert their own powers, ſoon dropped down, 
and in turns became w xtched victims to the 

- crafty 
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craſty fox. From this ſhort tale we may 
learn, that thoſe who forſake that ſtate for 
which they are fitted by 22 will be in 
danger of — a like fate to that of the 
poor tame geeſe ; and perhaps have cauſc 
to lament their folly, when it is too late for 
them to correct their error. 


LESSON XXII. 


ROM the creatures of God, let man 
learn witdom; and let him apply to him- 
ſelf the leſſons which they give. Go to the 
deſart, my fon ; obſerve the young ſtork ; 
let * peak to thyſelf; he beareth on ** 
wings his aged foe; he lodgeth hun with 
ſafety, and bringeth him his food. The 
pious duty of a child is ſweeter than all the 
incenſe of the eaſt : yea, tweeter than the 
richeſt odours wafted from a field of tpices 
by the weſtern gales: Be grateful, then, to 
thy father, for he gave thee life; and to 
thy outer: for ſhe ted thee. Hear the 
words of his anon. tor they are ſpoken for 
thy good; give car to his precepts. fur 
they proceed from love. He. hath watched 
for thy welfare; he hath * for thine 
cafe; do bhanour, therefore, to his age, 
and let not his grey hairs be — ed with 
want of ret; ect. Fo get not thy h« plots 
tate, when thou wert an infant: nor the 
te ily of thy youth; indole the weaknuets of 
b& thy 
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thy aged parents; aſſiſt and ſupport them 
in the decline of life, fo thall their hoary 
heads go down to the grave in peace, and 
thine own children. after thy pattern, ſhall 
repay thy care v ith love. If thy brother is 
in diſtrets, aſſiſt him; and it thy fiſter is in 
trouble, derade her not. So ſhall the for- 
tume of thy father tend to the tupport of his 
v hole race, and his care remain with you 
all in your love to each other. 


LESssox XXIII. 
HERMII dwelt in a cave, near the 


ſummit of a loſty mountain, from which 


he had a Ra” of a large extent both of 


land and fea. One day, about tun tet, he 
tit v. ewing * cith pleaſure the objects that 
lay before him. The earth was cloathed in 
the brighteſt verdure; the trees were loaded 
with ther richeſt 8 the tenants of the 
groves chanted forth their ſweeteſt lays be- 
neath the Hranches; the lambs ſported i in 
the meads ; the peaſant whittled as he drove 
his team ; and the ſhips, wafted along by 
the gentic gale, were going towards their 
harbours. Spring had given life to the whole 
cen; aud joy ſeemed to pervade every 
human breaſt. | 
Tra fudden, adreadful ftorm aroale; th 

Winds gave vent toall their fury; and whole 
Frets of bak lay ſftretched on the ground. 
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The ſky became dark; hail and rain poured 
down in torrents; a lightning and thun- 
der added horror to the gloom. The ſea, 
now riting in mountains, bore alott the 
largeſt veflels; wlüle the uproar of 1ts 
waves drowncd the thricks of the wretched 
ſailors; 
The people who lived in the country 
around, ran in great crowds to our hermit s 
cave, thinking that he was able to prote Ct 
ho | in r diſtreſs. My friends,” faid 
he. © be not afraid: dreadiuil to me, as to 
*© YOU, v ould ve been this war of Nature; 
Pat I have viewed with care tho works of 
* God; and I am under no tear, becauſe 1 
am cortain that his goodnets is equal to 
« his power.“ 


* >» 444-4 < 
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AS the whn Iwind in its fury teareth up 
trees, and «hangeth the face of Nature, 
lo the rage of an angry man turoweth mit, 
chief around him. "But think, and reflect 
on thine own weaknets ; 10 fhalt thou par- 
don the failmgs of others. Indulge nat 
thytclt Th anger; it is vhe tting a two to 
wound thine own broaft, or murder tv 
tri . It it be a hard tafk to rule thi: 
anger, it is wie to preverit it: avoid then 
tote things». mich nay eite thy wrath, « 
QULUICG hit) l a ENT} 1114; them, vhenthey OUT 
C2 Hart: r 
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Harbour not revenge in thy breaft : it will 
torment thy heart, and pervert thy beſt 
thoughts. Be alw ays more ready to forgive, 

thas to return an offence ; he that w ade hes 
for revenge, heth in w ait againſt himtelf, 
and draweth down miſchief on his own 
head. A mild anſwer to an angry man, 

like water caſt upon the fire, checketh his 
warmth, and from being a foe, he will be- 
come thy triend. Reflect, and think, how 
few things are worthy of anger, and thou 
wilt wonder that any but tools ſhould in- 
dulge it. In folly or weakneſs it always 
taketl, its riſe; but it ſeldom endeth without 
ſorrow. Onthc heels of tollytreadeth ſhame ; 
at the back of anger ſtandeth remorſe, 


>>> <4 << 
LESSON XXV. 


FOX that withed to make game of his 
neighbour the ſtork, atked her to din- 
ner; but as it conſiſted of a very thin kind 
of ſoup, put in a broad ſhallow dith, the 
ſtork only could touch it with the tip of her 
bill. The fox, in the mean time, fared 
well, andotten aſked his gueſt how ſhe liked 
what was tet before her. The ftork; without 
teeming in the leaſt vexed at this treatment, 
laid, ſhe found the whole very good; and 
at parting, preſlod the tox ſo c loſe] ly to come 
A _ fine: with her, that he could not well 
efuje : but to his great grief and ſorrow, 
he 


* 
— 
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he ſaw nothing ſerved up except minced 
meat, which was put into jars with necks 10 
narrow, that he could onl, featt his eves 
with a fight of what he had noaccels totaſie. 
The ftork thrafting g in her long bil, and 
helping heriolt, turned to Revinard, who 
was licking the outlide of the dith, where 
1lome n, had been ſpilled, a. nd rich with 
21 tm! tle, my I (In gl. ic] th {t yOu : 3 $5 10 N 1 TVs g 
„ hope vou will make as leg arly a divner 
at my table, as I did at Four s. Rey 
nard on this hung down his Head, and 
bluthed very much. Navy, Nay, {nd 
the ſtork, © inſtead of being out of humour, 
© you ought to reflect, that lie who canne 1 
* take a jeſt, ought not to make one. 

We ought to — very careful how we treat 
others, leſt we be paid back in our On con, 
There is no perſon ſo weak or ſilly, but mav 
have it in his $ power to retort upo nus, and 
to ſerve us in the tame manner as we have 
ſerved him. 


* 444 


LEs sow XXVI. 


TO reſpect thoſe perſons next our own 
parents, who have laboured to ad- 
vance our knowledge or ſucceis in life, is 
a branch. of moral duty : nor can a more 
hed tranſport glow in the botom of 
yout?:, than that which tprings trom a 
1 1-10 


0 iu Introduction to Reading. 


tenſe of having followed the dictates of 
our early teac he rs. By ſuch a practice, it 
ve obtann not the plau. lits of worldly fame a 
we ſhall ſecure what is of higher import, 
the ap plauſo or our own hearts; and aftcr 
all the vain parfaits of erring man, he will 
at toine ra of ius being he forced to con 
tels — the only happy is the fe :t-approy d.” 


» > 4-4-4 4 
EESSON XXVII. 


WO tors being coupled to each other, 
„ Obſerve. (aid a man to ls friend, 
astherralicdalong) v hataconftant torment 
cash is to the other; firſt you ſee that will 
go twiit, while the other won't go at all; 
then the other takes a like turn, and has his 
humour, eithe r to pull another way or ſtand 
ſtill.“— 8 Tis very true, my frie nd.” re plied 
he, ** and by a little co1 umon agreeme nt 
how e plealing aud liglt they nig ht make 
tier journe n; and w Hey an lee them that 
WW " 1101 CC Hure their 10 Co 
Tins reply tugectts to youth) an uſeful 


noral mak: m—That man was not made 
torhnnicit alone. In his commerce there ture 


with man, how good a thing it is to dwell 
11 15 ade togetlie T; and wlicre the roa id ot 


lite is rugg. ed, not to divide when the low: 

61 ral come s, nor thwart each other in the 

hLonctt purtuits of their trade or calling 
I. S oN 
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Lzss0Nn XXVIII. 


OU NG maiden, beware how you in 

dulge conceit. Repair not to the glats 
ot pride ; but haſten to the mirror oft vir- 
tue: behold there, thy good and thy ban; 
for it will not flatter. Fair to vice, and 
iweet to ſenſe, are the bowers of fatal plea- 
ſure. Turn not thy ſteps towards them; rum 
hirks where flowers ſeemto invite. Treat not 
with contempt the leflons ot thy parent, or 
thy guardian: tor the moment that beholds 
thee twerve from good advice, and obey 
the whiſpers of ſelt-concert, that very mo- 
ment gives thee up to the wortt of all toes — 
an eriing mind, wedded to headitrong 
will, and a flave to blind impulie. At- 
tend to the countels of this httle volume, 
and, I flatter mytelt, it will go well with 
thee : thy friends may rejoice in what it 
has done; and thy own heart applaud its 
Ic{lons. 


> 5 p< 44-4 


Lesson XXIX. 


188 Fanny Dimple thought no one o 
pretty as her own dear perſon. Alas, 
= Fanny! This child of folly, at Mrs. 
Samplc 's ball, fixed upon Maſter Caper, the 
dencing-mateer's ſon, for a partner; but, 
ſad to tell! Maſter Caper refuſed the ho- 
8 OS nur. 
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our. Fanny s pride was wounded. She 
t1gned illnets, and returned home to her 
dear manuna. But Fanny, my tweet 
child, was puniſhed for her pride, as well 
as for telling an untruth : for who was called 

but Doctor Drugget, well known for 
never fparing his draughts : thete produced 
real ficknets, Which preyed upon her for 
many days. V hen ſhe got well, the ſaw, 
with inward ſhame and reproach, the crror 
ihe bad been guilty of, was proud and vain 
no longer; and is now wedded to Mr. 
Worthy, by whom ſhe has one daughtcr, 
WHOM the never permits to view her own 
image in that fatal mirror to all ftemales--- 
a lookiaz-piaſs. 


* <4 $4 4 
Lrs80n XXX. 
TTEMPT not to convey to the boſoms 


of thy playmates, or others, falſe alarms, 


and vain terrors. I knew, my young re ad- 
ers, two fifters, who laid a fatal plan to 
ſtrike fear into the boſom of an only brother. 
This brother, their father, and themſelves, 
formed a happy houſchold, till the haplets 
moment, when, on his return home on a 
diſmal night, he beheld a very tearmil object 
which bs ſiſters had place d on a ſtile, over 
which they Knew he muſt paſs---his heart 
ſunk within hun! his reaſon retuſed to com- 


bat 


"ew 
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bat with his ditmay ; and ere he gained the 
door of his parent, ſad to tell! it was 
opened to a wretched maniac. 

His fifters, a few weeks alter, while ſcated 
at the en which looked into the gar- 
den, beheld their brother, during the fhort 
abtcnce of his Keep. T, ſpring upon his pa- 
rent who had given him be! 1ng, whom he 
brought to the ground, w here, bencath 
the — gratp 'of a much- loved tun, he 
expired! 


This is no fiction. 
8 
L:sox XXXI. 
ACK Harniicis was a great dunce, and 


treated as goſpel art he heard. While 
at tchool, his plapmates nick-named him 
Stupid. IIis rend u faith, and his uhic turn 
tuck by him trough lite. What lie plan- 
ned, was quickly 1:t aide; and thote he 
knew, hold his tailings in contempt, "wad 
tho wght 1 it ſport * throw Durs in his u ay, 11¹ 
order to check his urpote, ai! battle his 
deſtgus. Jack H , by the advice of 
a wicked war, {it up a ſchool. 43:5 lirit 


pupil had gone thronigh the firſi rule in 
T. # ht 1 31 * e 
ngures al the tuns Jack began VItit lum 


1 5 6 : 1 1 | 1 ' 
Alus, Door Ilarn ies eat cart hum no 


5 
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tart 1416 q/ + . | 4 o Ol 1 « ti Kh 1115 
hill Hhone: The oon nter an Hs 
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chool; and us foon taken uns the Werk- 


a - houte ; 


z ® 
. z 3 N 16 . * 
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| houſe; where he diſplays, in his wretched 
4 looks and ragged garb, a mournful picture 
of a vacant mind, and the bad effects of 
truſting to every idle talc. 


8 wo>-—4-4-4 4 


LESsoN XXXII. 


THE poor .\k, ſo uſeful a creature to 

man, almoſt appears an outcaſt of na- 
ture, and, after a day's toy}, is turned into 
the kanes during the hours wich he fſhould 
ſleep, to feck his tranty incal, that often 
terves rather to excite tin fibdue the 
cravings of hunger; his tamencts and quiet 
ſpirit expole him, too often, to the whip of 
the ſchool-boy, who takes delight to ride 
and teaſe this poor ammal. We likewiſe 


2, 18 = 6 % —_ fig» aw 4 v LAT” 4) 14> */% - © 
Ge fpite his ſervices beemit they are Pur ha- / 
1 c cheaply ; Fe put toy) great a Hurden on : 


him, becaite he 1s paffive under it; and 
we ſcourge him becauite he fehmits to the 
rod. Yet is the ats in that ffate of freedom 
or WRC! nature formed bim; active and 
Here in the defarts of Lybia, wlicn purſued 
by the bunter he runs with graut ſwiftnets, 
ain tuitber lull nor vale can ſtop his carcer ; 
't attizekeds be defends himitit with true 
tur 2e, tail tlie mami e * OT ereome 


, 6, 19. a 1 7 5 
* Sis + ©, — — 11 . * * * * 372 * = * 
lis azJ)ankeS IH K© In. 211] 140 links de- 
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prend into that flate of dulneſs, which from 

4 i! 1 1 TL y | þ - a 2 1 , I 

labour wo behold him in this country. 


The 


An Introduction to Reading. 


"43S 
ii 


The following elegy, written by a celebrated 
poet, on the death ot his ats, Peter, may 
not be deemed improper in this place : 


; TO MY DYING ASS. 


„% FRIEND of my youthful days for ever paſt, 
« When whim and harmlets folly rul'd the hour ; 
Ah! art thou ftretch'd amid the ſtraw at laſt 
« Theſe eyes with tears thy dying looks devour. 
© Oft to the field, as Health my footſte draws, 
„% Thy turf ſhall turely catch thy maſter's eye; 
There, on thy /eep- of death, ſhall friendſliip pauſe, 
„ Dwell on paſt days, and leave thee with a hgh. 
« Sweet is the memory of our youthtul hours, 
When innocence upon our actions {mil*d ! 
What though ambition ſcorn'd our humble powers, 
Thou a wild cub, and I a cub as wild! 
„ Pleas'd will I tel!, how oft we us'd to roam, 
« How oft we v ander d at the peep of morn, 
J „Till night would w. rap the world in ſpecter d g 20m, 
l © And filence liſten'd to the beetle's horn. 
40 Thy victor ies will 1 recount with joy; 
The variaus trophies by thy fleetneſs won; 
Aud boaſt that J, thy pj: aytell; WW, a boy, 
: Beheld the feats by name-lake Peter done. 


— 
- 
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Leſſons of Words not exceedins Three Syllables. 


LESSON I. 


F there be a vice greatcr than the hoard- 
ing up of nches, it is the employing 
them to uſcleſs purpoſes. He who laviſheth 
that which he hath to ſparc, robbeth the 
poor of that to winch Nature giveth them a. 
right. He who ſquandereth away his trea- 
tare, refufeth the means to do good; he 
denicth himſelf the practice c£ thote virtues 
which carry their reward in tir hand, and 
winch tend to his own happincts. It is more 
difficult to act well with riches, than-to be 
at eate nnder the want of them. Man go- 
verneth Inmicit much better in poverty, 
than in abundance. Poverty re qu lreth but 
one virtue, patienc © to 117 port it: the rick. 
1 he has not charity, tc mper nee, prudence, 
and many more, 1s guilty. The poor hath 
only the good of his own fiate committed 
unto him; the richt is intruſted with the 
welfare of thouſands. He that giveth away 
his treature witkely, giveth away his plagues : . 
Le that retaineth their increate, he -apeth up 
LOrrov 5 Retuſe not to the ſtran, Jer that 
which he vanteth ; den not unto thy bro- 
ther even that which thon wanteſt thyſelf. 
Know, there is more delight in being with- 
ont what thou haſt given, than in poll. fling 


raillions which thou I knoweſt not the ute *. 
LusSuN 
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Lxssox II. 
CARPENTER, who had b- chance 


dropped his ax into a river, begged 
Mercury to afliſt him to recover it. Mer- 
cury, in order to try his honeſty, fiſhed up 
a gold ax; but the man rcfuſed to take it, 
. ay ing, it did not belong to him. Ihe next 
that the God brought up was a filver ax, 
which the carpenter refuſed alſo for the 
tame reaſon. At length, however, the very 
ax which had fallen into the water was 
drawn up, and this the poor man claimed 
as his property, upon winch, Mercury, to 
reward his honeſty, gave * all the three. 
Another c arpenter, w che hoped to have the 
{ume ſnccels, threw his ax into the water, 
and implored Mercury to reſtore it to him. 
Firſt the gold ax, and then the filver one, 
Were proſe "nted; but both were retuted. 
The third, however, was accepted, being 
that which had been thrown into the 
water. The knave now eagerly waited in 
hopes of receiving the other two axes; but 
he was very much abathed when he heard 
Mercury fay, with a ſtern look, “Learn, 
66 imnpious mortal, that the gods reward 
* honetly, and not deceit! 
Villains, however e unning, often fail in 
their imended ſchemes, aud are juſtly pu- 
niſhed for their impudence. 


LEssox 
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LESSON III. 
DUTCH merchant, who was ſettled i: 


the iſland of Java, procured a hive of 
young bees from Poland, that he might 
multiply the breed of this afcful inſect, and 
regale himſelf with honey prepared under 
his own cye. The bees were placed in a 
pleaſant garden of large extent, and ſtored 
with great choice of "fragrant herbs and 
flowers. This plenty ſoon < orrupted their 
deſire for labour; and the ſtock of hone 
which they collected during the firſt ks 
of their iettlement, was "of little value. 
The expected winter did not entue ; and 
as they ſtill enjoyed abundance in this 
happy climate, they became careleſs of the 
future, and were no longer at pains to fill 
their cells with that food which bountiful 
Nature at all featons provided for them. 
Thus exceſſive abundance rumed the ad- 
mired virtues of the bee. No lets hurtſul 
to many a well-formed youth i that afflu- 
ence which hath been he aped together by 
parental toil, to gratify parental pride; 
but which ſerves either to nouriſh floth, by 
rendering induſtry needlels, or to promote 
WIC kedrie is and vice, br giving a talle bei 
to the mind. 


Lrs0wv 


the daſhing of the waves 
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LESSON IV. 


LERILS and misfortuncs, and want, and 
pain, and injury, are more or lets the 


certain lot of every one that cometh into 


the world. It behoveth thee, therefore, 
O man! to fortify thy mind carly with 
patience and courage, that thou mayeſt 
ſupport, with becoming firmnets, thy al- 
loited portion of human evil. As the 
camel beareth labour and heat, and hunger 
and thirſt, through detarts of tand, and 
ſaintethi not; 10 the fortitude of man thall 
teſtain him through all perils. A noble 
{pirit diidaineth the malice of fortune; his 
ercatucts of tout is not to be caſt down. 

ic hath not ſuffered his happinefs to de- 
pend on her {miles ; and therefore with her 
trowns he ſhall not be diimayed. As a 
rock on the tea ſhore he ſtandeth firm, aud 
diſturheth hun 
not. He maifeth his head like a tower upon 
a hill, and the arrows of tortune drop at 
his feet. In the infiant of danger the 
courage of his heart tutaineth him; and 
the {cadinetls at his mind beareth him out. 
He mecteth the cv:is ef hie as a man that 
rooth forth to battle, and returneth with 
victory in his hand. Under the preſſure- 


01 Muforiunes his calmnets cates their 


weight, and his couttancy fi.al turmount 
them. 


* 


Lrsz0% 
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Lessowm V. 


A DIAMOND obſerving at its fide, in 

the ſame cabinet, not only many other 
gems, but even the loadſtone, began to 
queſtion the latter how it came thee : as it 
appeared to he 1:9 better than a forry look- 
ing pebble, without the leaſt ſhining qua- 
lity to advance it to ſuch an honour ; de- 
firing it, at the ſume time, to keep its dit- 
tance. and pay proper rofpect to its betters. 
* I find,” ſaid the load-itone, ** that you 
judge by external appearance; an it is 
© your miercft that people ſhould form 
« their ; judgement by the fame rule; but I 
« may venture to fay, that I make amends 
« for my outward defects by my inward 
„ quaitties. The great IMPToVeme nt in 


failing is Owing bo me. It is owing to 
© me a7 2 diſtant parts of the v le 
c arc 5 , and acceſſible to each other; 


& that the 8 ſt nations are connected 
„together; that by mutual intercourte 
% they relieve cach other's wants; and that 
all enjoy the teveral bleflings peculiar to 
«© each. Great Britain is indebted to me 
« for her wealth, her tplendor, and her 
«« power: and the Arts and the Sciences 
« ace in a great meaſure indebted to me 
« for their late improvements. I am wil- 
« ling to al! * you your due ſhare of 
praiſe; you are a pretty bauble; I am 


* pleated 


An Tatroduction to Reaaiay. 41 


pleaſed to tee you glitter cad (parkle ; 
+ but I muſt be convinced that you are of 
* ſorne ute, before I acxnov eledge that you 
* have any rcal merit, or treat you W ith 
„ that reſpect which you require.” 


* 


1 << < 4 


Lessox VI. 


HE oftrich one day met the pelican, 

an WN her breaſt Com covered 
with blood, „ What dreadtiul accident, 
favs ſhe, „ has befallen you?“ Be not 
„ ſurpriſed,” replied the pclican, “ I have 
© met with no accident, nor indeed with 
“any thing more than common. I have 
* ouly been engaged in feeding my dear 
« little once with the blood from my bo- 
« ſom.” —* Your anſwer,” returned the 
oftcich, © ſurpriſes me ſtill more than the 
* horrid figure vou make. ls it your prac- 
** tice to ſacrifice vourſelf, in this cruel 
manner, to the cravings of your young? 
© | know not which to pity moſt, .your 
miſcry or your folly. Be advited by me, 
and follow my example. I lay my eggs 
* upon the ground, and juft cover them 
* over. with ſand; the warmth of the 
& tun hatcheth them, and the young ones 
& come forth in due time. I give myſelf 
© 10 trouble about them. —_ I neither 
* know, nor care, what becomes of them 


„ Wretch,“ 


* 
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—V rctch,” faysthe pelican, © whoknow- 
eſt not the tender delight of a mother's 
ſufferings, it is not I, but thou that art 
cruel to thy own fler. The want of 
celing may exempt thee from great 
pain; but it makes thee careleſs refpect- 
g a principal duty, and untit to reliſh 
the pleaſtire v Inch u ends ita pleature 
the moſt exquitite that Nature hach 
given, and in which pain ittelf is loſt, or 
terves to heighten the enjoyment.” 


5 22 
LeEsson VII. 


DEVOTION is the lively exerciſe of 
thoſe affections which we owe to the 
Supreme Being. It comprehends ſeveral 
emotions of the heart which terminate in 
the ſame object. The chief of them are 
veneration, gratitude, deſire, and refigna- 
tion. | 
It implics, firſt, profound veneration for 
God, that is, an afiectiun compounded of 
awe and love; — ſecondly, ftincere gratitude 
for all his benefits: this is a warmer emotion 
than vencration ; veneration looks up to the 
Deity as he is himſelf; gratitude regards 
v/hat he is towards us: —thirelly, the deſire 
of the ſoul after the tavour of the Supreme 
Being, as its chief good and final reſt :- — 
and tourthly, it advances to an cutire refig- 
nation 
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ation ot the foul to God. It is the con- 
{ummation of trult and hope. It baniſhes 
anxious cares and murmuring thoughts. 
It reconciles us to eve ry appy.utment ot 
Divine Providence; and retolves ev ery 
wiſh into the delire of pleaſing Him whom 
our hearts adore. 

It 18 01e of thc nobhleſt acts of which the 
hum: in mind is capable. It is a powertul 
principle Abe } penetrates the foul, which 
purifies the affections trom deb ling attach- 
ments; an d, Ly a fixed and fteady regard 
to God, fabducs every fnft! pathon, "ua 
forms By inclinations to piety and virtue. 


d-pop be 044 4 


Lessow VIII. 


HE flight of birds to diſtant clunes, or 
acroſs wide ſeas, is performed with un- 
erring exactneſs. The carrier pigeon re- 
turns with wonderful inſtinct to the ſpot 
from which it has been conveyed. Lith- 
ere aftures us, that one of thetc birds will 
carry a letter from Babylon to Aleppo, 
performing, in forty-cight hours, what is a 
journey of thirty days to a man. Every 
Turk: th Baihaw 1s ud to have in his heuſe 
a number of thete pigeons, which, on any 
emergent critls, he ditpaiches to the Grand 
Vizicr with letters | under their 
wings. The camels, which travel over 


the 
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the ſandy deſarts, know their way preciſely, 
and are able to purſue their route when 
their guides are utterly ignorant of it. A 
dog has the like faculty; tor if carried from 
home hood-winked, and by a new road, to 
any diſtance, he will find his way back by 
the neareſt and moit direct paſſage, of 
which ſcveral well-atteſted inſtances might 
be given. The bee returns alſo to its hive 
by fome power unknown to us; for the 
eyes of this inſect are to convex, that it 
does not appear capable of fecing bevoud 
the ſpace of a foot. 


> 


LesxoN IX. 
A LION having made too hearty a meal 


on the carcate of a wild boar, was 
ſeized with a violent and dangerous ditor- 
der. The beaſts of the foreſts flocked in 
great numbers to pay their reſpects to the 
monarch on this occaſion, and as the fox 
alone was abſent, the wolf thought proper 
to accuſe Reynard of pride, and want of 
gratitude to his Majeſty. In the midſt of 
his invective, the fox entered, and obſerv- 
ing the lion's countenance kindling into 
wrath, he exclaimed, in a tone of zealous 
Joyalty, * May the king live tor ever ;" 
then turning towards the lion,“ 1 tee many 
here,“ taid he, „ who, with mere words, 
40 pro- 
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5p! '-tend to ſhew their loyalty : as for me, 
« from the moment I heard of your Ma- 

e jeſty's illneſs, I employed myſelf night 
* and day, to find a rem: dy tor your diſ- 
5 eaſe, nnd I have at length been able to 
& ditcover one, that cannot fail of ſucceſs. 
& Tt is the {kin of a wolt, taken warm from 
his back, and applied to your Majeſty's 
„ ſtomach.” This propoſal was no ſooner 

made than it was agreed to; and while the 
buſineſs was performing, the fox, with a 
ſarcaſtic ſmile, whitpered to the wolf this 
uſeful maxim, If you would be tafe from 
„ harm, learn not to contrive mitt hief 
„ againſt others.“ 


>: pope <4 <<< 


LESSsoN X. 


E morning in May, two bees {ct out 
in queſt of honev. The one was wiſe 
and temperate ; but the other was careleſs 
and foolith. Havi ng arrived at a garden, 
cnriched with tweet herbs, tragrant flowers, 
and choice fruits, they regaled themielves 
on the various dainties ſpread before them; 
the one loading his thighs for food for the 
diſtant winter, and the other revelling in 
ſweets, mindtul of nothing but preſent en- 
joyment. At length they tound a wide- 
mouthed bottle, hanging beneath the bon gh 
ot a pe ach trec, c xpoled ; in the moſt alluring 
manner 
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manner. The thoughtle:-epicure plunged 
headlong into the vetlel, reſolving to in- 
dulge his appetite without any reftraint ; 

but the other fipped a little with caution, 

and dreading danger flew off to fruits and 
flowers, where by a mod-rate meal he in- 
creaſed the reliſh of them. In the evening, 
when he called upon Ins friend, in order to 
return to the hive, he found him ſurfeited 
in ſweets which he was not able to leave. 
His wings being clogged, and his whole 
frame weaken: ** he could only bid his 
friend adicy, in a tew words lament, 
tha though ple. ature may quicken the relith 
of lite, too great 14 dulge nce mult produce 
ruin. 
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Lrssox XI. 


N that period of life too often charaCte- 
rized by. torward prefumption and head- 
long purſi.it, 1elt- 2 1 nit 15 the great ſource 
of thoſe dangers to which men are expoicd ; 
an it is p- culiarly unfortunate. that the 
age which ftands moſt in need of the coun- 
ſel of the wiſe, hould be the moſt prone 
to contemp it. Contia: mt in the opinions 
which they adopt, and in the meatures 
which they TAIrtue, the blits which youth 
aim at is, m thor opinion, folly apparent. 
It is not the danger of mitiake, but the 
2 tallure 
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failure of ſuccets, which they dread. Ac- 
tivity to ſeize, not ſagac ity to diſcern, is 
the only re: [uilite whic h the y value. 

The whole ſtate of nature is now become 
a ſcene of de lnton to the ſentual mind. 
Hardly any t! ung is What it appears to be : 
and what flatters moſt is always fartheſt 
from reality. There are voices which fing 
around us, but whote ſtrains allure to ruin. 
There 1s a banquet ſpre ad where poiſon 18 
in every diſh. There is a couch which in- 
vites us to repoſe, but to umher upon it 
is death. Sobricty thonld temper unwary 
ardour ; Modefty check rath defires ; Wit- 
dom be the * ot reflection now, 
rather than the bitter fruit of experience 
hereatter. 
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Lessow XII. 


BE citizens of Privernum having fat- 
tained ſeveral obitinate wars againſt the 
Roman re P ublic, were obliged at laſt to 
ſhut themielves up within the walls of their 
town Finding, however, that they could 
not hold ont any longer, they ſent de duties 
to Rome to ſue for peace. Ihe li nate 
having aſked what punſhme nt they det er- 
ved in their ow:. opinion, „ that“ an- 
Wored they, which is due to men who 
have ſtrained every nerve to delend their 
85 liberty, 
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liberty, that precious gift handed down 
to them from their anceſtors.” . But.“ 
re plicd one ot the ſenators, „ if Rome 
give you peace, may we expect that you 
66 wall ſtrictiy obſerve it! —“ Yes,” taid 
the deputies, if the terms are ſo fair and 
+ juſt as not to make us bluſh ; but if you 
give us a diſgracetul peace, hope not that 
«© the need whlnch forces us to accept of it 
to- day, will make us obſerve it to-mor- 
« row. The ſenate was charmed with 
the conduct of theſe deputics ; and judged 
rightly, that enemies who retained their 
courage in the greateſt diſtreſs were worthy 
of the honour of being made Roman c1t1- 
ZCNS., 
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"HE nobleft employment for the mind 

of man is to ſtudy the works of his 
Creator. Lo him, whom the ſcience of 
Nature delighteth, every object bringeth a 
proof of his God. His mind is litted up 
to Heaven cvery moment, and his lite 
ſhews what idea he entertains of eternal 
wiſdom. Caficth he his eve towards the 
clouds, findeth hc not the heavens full of 
its wonders ? Looketh he down to the earth, 
doth not the worm proclaim to him, Lets 
than infinite Power could not have formed 
me? While the planets purſuc their courſes; 
while 
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while the tun remaineth in his place; white 
the comet w andereth through the liquid air, 
and returneth to its deſtined road again, 
who but God. O man ! could have formed 
them, or appointed thein their laws? Be- 
hold how awful their ſplendour ! vet do 
they not duninith ; lo, how rapid their no- 
tion ! yet one runneth not in the way of an - 
other. Look down upon the earth and tee 
its produce; examine its bowels, and be- 
hold what they contain: hath not wiſdom 
and power ordained the whole? Who bid- 
deth the graſs to ſpring up? who watereth 
it at its due ſcaſons? Be hold the ox cr 
peth it; the horſe and tio theep feed PS * 
not upon it? Who is be that provideth tor 
them, but the Lord: 


+ +-O4<T 


LEssoN XIV. 


HERE is not, perhaps, in nature a more 

pleaſing fight than the harmleſs inno- 
cence of the Lamb io much gentleneſs and 
nicekneſs is blended in its nature, that I 
have often beheld it lick the hand ſtretched 
to ſhed its blood, and deprive it of life. 
What a charming moralitt this to an envi- 
ous and bad mind! Indeed there are ſcarce 
any of the brute creation, that from duty, 
torefight, and Kknowiedge, a thinking 
mind may not draw the leſſon of wiſdom. 
A dog has often becn known to fave his 
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maſter's life w hen drowning, and preſerved 
him from the fierce attack of the robber. 
— That parenta] care and filial love every 
female thews for her young, is ſtrong be- 
vond thought, and often, perhaps, more 
than ſome part of human nature itfelf, with 
all its parade of knowledge.—T have often 
beheld a Coat carry her young from place to 
place in her mouth, to preterve them from 
what ſhe has conceived dangerous to their 
peacc.---A Bird too may claim equal praiſe ; 
with what caution and delight do they 
teach their youm to try their unfledged 
wings, and to gather the ſcanty pittance 
nature attords ! and it is no lets a truth, that 
if one of their brood be tied by the leg to 
the tree or buſh where their neſt was, that 
the mother will never forſake it, but ſcek 
for it the uſual food, and feed it with the 
lame care as when in its infant ſtate. Xe 
and a Her. when the known period ot their 
duty expires, o far as covering their eggs 
require to bring forth their young, w "1 
chip the eggs with their bills, to give 
powers to their ſtruggling young; and do 
it with fo much caution, "that wonder ma y 
ſtand amazed at the operation. Thete are 
only a few of the many inſtances that might 
be adduced in favour of brutes, who have 
in (very age an cou ty, mvre or lets, 

tauglit the moral leſſun o Fu nauity to man. 
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LEssox XV. 
N awkward addreſs, ungraceful atti- 
tudes and actions, loudly proclaim low 
breeding and low company ; for we can- 
not ſuppoſe that a perſon has frequented 
good company w ithout catching ſomething, 
at leaſt, of their air and motions. A new- 
raiſed man is known in a regiment by lis 
awkwardnets; but he muſt be very dull in- 
deed, it, in the ſpace of a month or two 
he cannot perform, at leaſt, the common 
manual exercite, and look like a ſoldicr. 
The very dreſs of a gentleman is a grievous 
incumbrance to a vulgar perion : he is at 
a lots what to do with his hat when it is 
not upon his head; his cane is always at 
war with every cup of tea or coffee he 
drinks; deſtroys them firm, and then at- 
tends them in their fall. Fs ſword is ter- 
rible to nothing but his own legs „ which 
would poflibly carry hum tatt enough out of 
the way of any ſword but his own. His 
clothes fit him 10 ill, and conſtrain him © 
much, that he ces rather their prito L1CT 
than their owner, He pretcnts hinicit in 
company like a criminal in a court of jut- 
uce; his very air condemns him: and gen- 
tel people will no ore connect themiclyes 
with the one, than people of character wall 
with the other. "This repulte drives and 
finks him into low company; a gulf from 
which no man, after a certain age, ever 
emerged. 
[3 3 L:=-oSg. 
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Lessown XVI. 
PEDLAR, driving his aſs laden with 


choice carthen ware, ſtopped near a 
certain foreſt to take ſome refreſhment. 
He fat down on the turf, and after con- 
tuning the little proviſions he had in his 
wallet, cinptied his bottle, and then com- 
poſed himſef to fleep. But the aſs, which 
had travelled many a mile without taſting 
a lingle mcriel of food, remained muzzlcd 
by lus tide, wiſtfully gazing at the bloffoms 
of furze which grew in great abundance 
around them. Being at length overcome 
with drowſfinets and. fatigue, he kneeled 
down and refted upon his belly, in ſuch a 
manner, that the panniers he carried touched 
the ground, and were ſupported by it. 
Is 1 umbers, however, did not continue 
long. An angry hernet, whote neſt had 
be -n that morning deſtroyed, perched upon 
his back, and fung him ts the quick; upon 
which he ſuddenly ſprung up, and by this 
violent motion produced a loud clattering 
among the earthen ware. The pedlar, 
awaked by the none, ſnatched up his whip, 
and began to lath the ſides of his ats with 
mere ileſs jury. The poor brute, to avoid 
his cruclty fled from him, and was heard 
of no more: the pammers were thrown off: 


and te carthen war was entirely ſhattered 


to pieces. Lins d d want of feeling, lazi 
2 | nets, 
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neſs, and pafſion, meet with deterved pu- 
niſhment. Had the pedlar reflected on 
the craving hunger of the ate, when he thut 
down to fatisfy his own, or had he with di- 
ligencc purſued his journey, 2 fter ftin:thing 
his repaſt, no part of thete misfortunes 

wauld have befallen him. His lofts might 
Seven been trifling, had not rath cer. ity 
and unjult rentment completed his rain, 
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Lessox XVII. 

A YOUTH fauntering through a wood, 

in one of the provinces of the new con- 
tinent, ſuddenly heard a ratthng noue, 
whic h ſcemet to ſtrike a terror 1 by o ever, 
living obje CL around. He look: d {Ory, ard 
and beheld a large ſnake with the lea 
erect, the body coiled, and the tail, from 
which the tound proceeds d, in conſtant 
motion. Alarmed with the ee he 
ſtarted back, and as he was returning lome 
gave vent, in the follow ingavords, to the 
ideas which this adventure had ſugarſted 
How wit are the ways of the Author of 
Nature to preſerve man! The hon roars 
* when he iſſues from his den; the wolf 
* howls when he goes abroad in the 1 
and the . ſerpent, which I jut 
* now ctcaped, ſhak his rattle, to warn 
* us of his approach.” — ( mung 
man,“ ſaid an ancient fage wi 
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near him, to abute the wiitdom of God 
« by applantes which are founded oniy on 
pride and 1gnorance. The lions roar, 
© 2d the wolves how}, to ronle the beaits 
fromm the ir hiding plac es, for unleſs they 
© could di, over the! Ty pre; im this manner, 
« what manger their ſtrength or fwiftnets 
«avail ? The ſnake you faw product's n0 
„ found with "hs tail in the utual motions 
© of his body; and had not a childiſh fear 
«© prevented, you might have been witnels 
* to the uſe vwhnch he inakes of his rattle. 
Ihat reptile fcedls chiefly on ſquirrels and 
„ hirds, which he cannot catch without 
* 10me ſtratugem to bring them within his 
„ reoh. He therefore creeps near the tree, 
on which he perceives them, and ſud- 
« deniy thaking hi bonds, lo terrifies them, 
« that the y leap trom bough to bough, till, 
overcome with fatigue, they fall to the 
„ eround, and are devoured by their ra- 
- 8 
venous CNCTIT? . 
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LEssoN XVIII. 
DW IRD, Prince of Wales, named the 


Black — e, who rendered himſelf 
fanous by his conduct and bravery in the 
battleot Poitiers, was not lefs admired after 
the victory tor ble generous conduct to his 
prifoncr king John. The evening after the 


battle, the Prince refuted to fit down with 
the 
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the King at ſupper ; but attended to enter— 
tain him with his ditcourte. As the King's 
thoughts were wholly employed about his 
pre {ent misfortune, the Prince told him, 
that his Majeſty had our great reaton to be 
comforted. which was, that the battle was 
not loſt by his fault: that the Engliſh, to 
their coſt. had found him to be the braveſt 
of Princes; al 7 that God alone had dit. 
poted of the victory. © And,“ added he, 
it Fortanc Kath be CN Our CUONLY VOe 
* may, at leatt, reſt teure, that a tacred 
© 7 gard ſhall be preterved tor your perton ; 
* ard that you ſhell find in me a relpecttul 

„ friend, it I may glory in that title.” 
The King, upon this, turned round to the 
Iruce, and taid, vos an air of content= 
ment, that“ {ince it was his de [tiny to be 
* coaquered and po in an action, in 
« which he had done nothing unworthy 
of his character, hc found great comfort 
in falling into the hands of the molt va- 
* hant and generous Prince alive.” It is 
faid, that when King Edward, father to the 
Prince, rocerved the news of this battle, hie 
declared, that his joy for to glorious a vic- 
tory was not equal to what hs felt on acs 

count of the generous conduct of his fon. 
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L.ESSON XIX 
1 II root orf: revenge is in the we AK et 


the foul; the non 2190 t and ti 

trous are the moſt addict cd to it. Who 

rare thote t! Fs . bat con ards? WIS 
—— 8 08 but the moft aban- 
ned? The feeling an ur mult he 
pn Hus to the OVEN!) 12 t : hut the noble 
Ini dinkur th to TP u hurts me. If the 
1 Ur ot b n Gir notice, lic lat d Cit)c 1/1 
t tm, tee in that ina kethi hinitelt : 
out thei Pe r the liſts with thine in- 
(erior ? Dif (lain the man 0 altctapteth 
f-1 Torn, o 5 Comeoenn nim! V 10 VO ul 


wo : » 1 SO 1 I #42 
2 the Cute, 12 this 10 1101 ON! y 


preierre}t thine own Pex: A ut thou in- 
Hidto ht ail the zun W TC venge with. 
OA? t Wopine 10 e: 1pioy it again 't [1 ziim. A8 


ie tempeſt aud the thunder r atfect not the 
lan or the ſtars, but pend their fury on 
tones and trees below ; fo injuries afcend 
not to the fouls of the great, but waſte 
themielves on ſuch as are thioſe who Offer 
them. Poornceis Of ſpirit will actuate re- 
venge ; bat gr catnet 3 of ſhul de Spiteth the 
O**ENCE © nay it Coth good unto kim ho 

nitended to have diſturbed it, W hy ſeck- 
eſt thou ve; geance, O man L Witli what 


% 


purpote dot thou purtu: it? Know that 
thylelf feel it its grout; {t torments. Re- 
venge gnaweth the lie *art of him who is iie. 


fected 
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tected with it, while he, againſt whom it is 
intended, remaineth eaſy. It is unjuſt in 
the anguiſh it inflicts ; therefore nature in- 
tended it not for thee : needeth he wli” is 
injured more pain? or ought he to add 
force to the affliction which another has caſt 
upon him ? Good offices will make a man 
athamed to be thine enemy; greatnets of 
toul will terrily him from the thought of 
hurting thee. The greater the wrong, the 
more glory there is in pardoning it; and 
by how much more juſt the revenge would 
be, by to much the more honour is there 
in clemency. 
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\ . Lesson XX. 


HEE white bear of Greenland is much 
larger than the brown bear of Europe. 
This animal lives upbn fiſh and icals; and 
is not only teen 1pon land in the countries 
near the North Pole, but often on floats of 
ice ſeveral leagues at fea. The following 
inſtance of its fondneſs for its young is 
taken from the Journal of a Vovare !oroards 
the North Pele: Early in the morning 

the man at the maſt head gave notice, 
that three bears were making their way 
very faſt over the ice, and that they were 
©+ directing their courſe towards the ſhip. 
„They had, doubtleſs, been invited by 
the Bir of the blubber of a tea horſe, 
1 « killed 
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killed a few days before, which the men 
had ſet on fire, and which was burning 
* on the ice at the time of their approach. 
„They proved to be a ſhe-bear and her 
** two cubs; but the latter were nearly as 
large as their dam. They ran eagerly to 
© the fire, and drew out from the flames 
part of the fleſh of the ſea-horſe that re- 
* mained, and ate very greedily. The 
« crew from the ſhip threw great lumps ot 
the fleſh of the ſca-horſe upon the ice, 
* which the old bear fetched away fingly ; 
laid every lump beforc her cubs as ſhe 
brought it, and dividing it, gave each 
a ſhare, reſerving but a ſmall poi tion to 
«« herſelf. As ſhe was fetchang away the 
laſi piece, they levelled their mulkets at 
« the cubs, and ſhot them both dead; 
they wounded the dam alſo in her re- 
treat, but not mortally. Though the 
* could but juft crawl to the place where 
her young lay, ſhe carried away the 
* lump of fleſh the had fetched away as 
«© ſhe had done others before, tore it in 
pieces, and laid it down before them; 
and when ſhe ſaw that they refuſed to eat, 
*+ ſhe laid her paws firſt upon one and 
« then upon the other, and endeavoured 
„ to raiſe them up. All this while ſhe 
* moaned m a moſt piteous manner. 
When ſhe found that ſhe could not ftir 
„them, ſhe went off; and when the had 
* gotten at ſome diſtance, looked back 
and 
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© and moaned :; but that not availing her, 
„ ſhe returned, and ſmelling round them, 
© began. to lick their wounds. She then 
« went off a ſecond time ; and having 
© crawled a few paces, looked again be- 
e hind her, and for ſome time ſtood moan- 

„ing. Her cubs, however, not riſing to 
follow her, ſhe returned to them again, 
and with fins of great fondneſs went 
* round one, and ronnd the other, pawing 
and moaning. Finding, at laſt, that 
they were cold and litelets, ſhe raifed 
« her head towards the ſhip, and ſcemed 
to growl a curſe upon the murderers, 
* which they returned with a volley of 
„ muſket-balls, upon which ſhe fell be- 
e tween her cubs, and died licking their 
* wounds. 
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Lesson XXI. 


OUNG man, reject not the counſels of 
the aged, nor diſobey the voice of ſage 
reproot---leii repentance vifit thee early, 
and forrow dwell long upon thy cheek.--- 

Mark thete ſad effects 3 in the following tale: 
Harry Thoughtleſs was an only child. and 
had from his earlieſt infancy all the affe Rion 
ſhewed him it was poſſible by a poor, but in- 
dulgent father and mother; but, neglect- 
ing to attend to their advice, he fell into 
dad company, who at firſt tau ght him to rob 
D 6 orchards 
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orchards, a matter of mere ſport, as it was 
called by his comrades, but it proved the 
rock on which poor Harry ſplit ; for by 
firft robbing orchards he was led to crimes 
of a deeper die to wrong his neighbours 
of their moſt ſacred property, till at length 
he was ſent to the county goal; and thoſe 
limbs which had been ſwift in running 
to do wrong, were now loaded with irons. 
It may be eafily fuppoſed what effect it 
maſt have on the minds of his parents, to 
ſee the child they had lately looked up to 
as their whole ſtock of comfort tor dec li- 
ning years—good God ! in a yR150x---be- 
fides that load of infamy they muft bear in 
their old age for the crimes of their fon, 
carrie with it a double degree of anguiſh. 
But the moſt fatal ſhock they had to ſuſtain 
was, his being bronght to trial before all 
that knew bim, and the hazard he run of 
being caſt for feleny : this they had only 
to look for---and fo it turned out---he was 
ordered for !raxſportation.---W hen the word 
tranſportation founded in the father's ears 
(for he could not withhold himſelf from the 
trial) he funk down in all the agony of 
grief, and that joined to deſpair clofed his 
eyes in death! The mother, unable of 
herſelf to get that ſupport nature required, 
was ſoon after taken to the poor houſe to 
finiſh her days. What a picture this! and 
what muſt have been the future ſufferings 
of tre unhappy cxile ! to reflect that a pa- 

rent 
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rent who had toiled for his good during 
the helpleſs ſtate of childhood, was tent 
untimely to his grave, and a mother to 
ſeek an aſylum in a workhoule ; when, by 
his good qualities and prudent conduct, 
both might have been, prevented, and all 
havelived happy in theſociety of each other. 
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Leszon XXII. 
POOR Robin, preſſed by ſevere froſt 


and ſnow, had mace its way into a rich 
rſon's houſe ; it was cold and hungry, 
and craved the crumb of charity from the 
laviſh hoards of wealth. It had not 
about in ſearch of its deſired es, 

before young Serena fixed her eye pe gan, 
Vat firſt it fluttercd, and feemed to its 
deſtroyer was at hand, then in plaintive 
notes breathed forth this mournful ſtrain— 
Ah, unhappy lot of birds — but a few 
months fince and the face of nature ſmi- 
„led, while the fields poured plenty on 
© every fide---our morn was then light, 
* and our eve cloſed with the ſong of 
peace now pinched by cold and hun- 
ger, the greateſt ills in lite, I have 
* ſtolen to this place, uncertain that it 
«© may not coſt me my innocent life.”--- 
At this forrowful addreſs from a bird, all 
the feelings of nature were called forth in 
our — Serena, who thus addreſſed the 
ſeather d 
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ſeather'd ſtranger : ** Fear not, thou em- 
„blem of peace---I have often liſtened 
with pleaſure to thy inviting lay, as the 
evening gathered round to rock thee to 
„ repoſe, and when, as thou telleſt me, 
thy board was crowned with plenty; now 
e therefore, do not ſuffer thy little heart 
« to beat with terror, nor that note which 
5 ſo often charmed my hours, to ceate--- 
„ prithee renew it, and while the hand 
of rugged winter denies thee thy uſual 
bounty, gather it from thy nurſe and pa- 
e tron. I have been early taught by paren- 
tal care the duties of Chriſtian charity; 
e and though thou doſt not claſs with hu- 
* mar beings, I know thou haſt the ſame 
« Parent of the univerſe for thy protector 
and friend.“ 


92 


The Publiſher is much indebted to an ingenious 
pen for the following addreſs io the Ropix : 


ONE bird, that bends the leafy ſpray, 
And fweetly trills the liquid train, 
What time the twilight's curtain grey 
Hangs darkling o'er the dewy plain, 


Fond warbler of the glimm'ring hour, 
Ah! vet prolong thy tender lay ; 
And toft thy note ot ſorrow pour, 
To ſoothe a weeping wanderer's way | 


While flow 1 tread, with ſtep forlorn, 
To breathe the ev'ning's odonr'd gale ; 
Perch'd lightly on the waving thorn, 
meet thy mukc down the vale, 
Silent 
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Silent along the growing gloom, 

'The finking form of pale deſpair, 
I feek the peace inſpiring tomb, 

And find thy voice of pity there. 


Ah, minſtret kind ! when wan and cold, 
That friendly tomb ſhall round me cloſe, 
Oh, there thy plaintive tale be told, 
And there thy weary wing repoſe ! 


So when, to hide thy little clav, 

Each feather'd mourner ſtrips the tree, 
May every warbling rea- breaſ pay 
A parting ſong of reſt to thee. 


— — 2 


An HUSBAND to his WIFE, 
On tceing their infant Danghter building a 
Card- Houſe. 


A SiMILE.—By à Friend. 


V my love, our tender charmer, 
Rearing up the paper-pite : 

Now a thouſand tears alarm her, 
Flatt'ring, trembling, all the whale, 


Soon to pretty Emma's thinking, 
All her wiſhes will be crown'd ; 
Fate denies ! the fabric faking, 
Spreads a little ruin round. 


Thus, fond man, himſelf deluding, 
Building fancied joys on high, 
Lo! ſome fudden care intruding, 
All his airy proſpects die. 


Lighter than the wat'ry bubble 
Are the tranſports earth can give, 
Mix'd with ſorrow, pain, and trouble, 
Ever rifing whale we live. 


Lefons 


Wo — 
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Leſſons conſiſting of Words not exceeding Four 
Syllables. 


Tn this and the teuo follocving Leſſons the Editor 
has attempted to take a ſhort ſurvey of PIR x- 
SURE, its Conſequence and end. He is in- 
debted for ſome of the ideas to a late ingenious 
Writcr on Education and Manners. 


When leafurs prevails, all the greateſt virtues will 
loſe their power. SPECTATOR. 


Lessox I. 


S a too ardent purſuit after pleaſure is 
often fatal to youth, I enter upon this 
ſubject with a deſire to examine it in a few 
intereſting points of view, and hope my 
remarks may be productive of that virtuous 
conviction I ever with to impreſs on the 
minds of my young readers. Firſt, then, 
a ceaſeleſs avidity for mere amuſement is a 
loſs of preſent credit, and a lapſe in the 
order of time that cannot be recalled— 
innocent pleaſures, if too cagerly purſued, 
become criminal, becauſe they divert the 
mind from more ſerious thoughts, and 
uſeful ſtudies, to which ſome part of life 
ſhould be devoted, and from which nonc 
ought to plead excuſe. The higheſt as 
— as the loweſt orders of ſociety have 
ſome 
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eme knowledge to attain, and ſome duties 
to perform; but when given over to 1dle- 
Weis and relaxed habits, improvement from 
that moment ceaſes, ute ful knowledge, ſci- 
tee, and virtue, are cqually neglected; tor 
how can that mind receive culture wh: Ai 1s 
agitated by various purtuits, and under the 
controul of headſtrong paſſions ? to ſuch 
un one every ſcrious hour carries re- 
_ terror in its aſpect ; this diſlike 

ire in carly life mult increaſe in ma- 
ti rer ac e, till plunged into a conſtant cir- 
ele of raictics, all regular habits or domeſ- 
tic cares become a burden not to be ſup- | 
por ted. Be afttured, my young readers, of 
this truth, which I hope you will never be 
brought t to lament, that :dleneſ5 is not plea- 


laue, i is rather the parent of pain: ſhould 


this cittemper teize you, what would be 

your remedy ? you w ould ſeek it in araule- 

ment. and in the fame bc betrayed—hlke 
an optatc, indeed, it might lull the ſenſes 

for a time, but when its force was ſpent, 

your delirium would return with additi- 
onal force. 


2 


Ener 11... 
REMEMBER a late author has af- 


tertcd, whote writings have much enga- 
ged the public attention, “that time was 
6 nothing but a ſucceſſion of ideas and 
ac tions.“ 
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actions. ---Hence, thoſe who have thought 
much, and done much in a fhort period, 
have, in effect, lived longer than thoſe 
whoſe thought and actions have been but 
few, though their years may have been 
many. To apply this maxim, therefore, 

to yourſelves, T would obſerve, that it In 
the courſe of your education vou have ap- 
plied your minds to ſuch obje&ts of im- 
proveiment as have ſtored the memory with 
a variety of ideas, and thereby rtacreatr(d 
Your knowledge, or kept you well em- 
ployed ; you may then be ſaid to have 
lived longer than thoſe, who, though ſupe- 
ricr to you in age, yet are inferior in men- 
tal attainments. Such perſons, by neglect- 
ing to cultivate their minds in childhood, 
when arrived to middle age, are but infants 
in reſpect of time, if meaſured by the ideas 
they have acquired; whereas thoſe in a 
ſtate of youth may be faid to have attained 
to riper manhood, who have thought and 
acted to tome utc ful purpote. 

This, then, is a very natural inference, 
and which I would recommend to. your 
notice, that our lives, when well employed 
in public OT privat © purtuts, will certainly 
be longer than if zed aw ay in floth and 
idlenefs ; and while virtue crowns the for- 
mer courſe with renowi, contempt will 
ever mart. the {teps of the latter. Becauſe 
hte is thort, that we are to ipend it all in 
pleaſure, is a ſopluiun flattering as it is falſe; 

guard. 
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guard, therefore, againſt ſuch notions, that 
vou may not be expoſed to taſie the ſorrows 
of ſelt- deception. 

There cannot be a more wretched ſet of 
beings than thote whote ſtudy is to deſpiſe 
time, becauſe they cannot enjoy or improve 
it, and whole minds are on the conſtant 
rack to find ſome new object; ſuch arc 
{ure to be a burden to ihrem Ares and will 


moſt probably prove 1o to others. 


>> >» > ee m4 | 


Lessox III. 


ROM a review of the former leſſons, be 

convinced, my young friends, of this ſe- 
rious truth, that from idleneſs you cannot 
receive either pleaſure or advantage on 
which account, it is incumbent on you in 
the early periods of life to avoid every habit 
that will require much difficulty to conquer 
it hereafter. Wiſdom was never found 
without an early viſit to her chamber, and 
a ſober retreat from the fame. Indolence 
never ſcaled the arduous ſiceps of ſcience, 
nor can the ſtateſman diſcharge his truſt 
without talents andinduſtry. Whatever you 
may admire in works of art, remember 
each has had its due portion of toil from 
the active hand of labour. Does this author 
inſtruct, or that delight, or a third har- 
monize the thoughts; think on the pa- 


tient mind that laboured for your inſtruc- 
tion. 
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tion or entertainment. and reflect it was 
not the pertormance of floth, nor the pro- 
ure ot difſfipation. 

There is another interenre to be drawn 
from the man of pleaſure, which is, that 
retirement 15 a ſtranger to his thoughts; and 
all that inward calnmets and delight which 
dwell in the botums of the good, are loſt 
to him. Take him when awaked after a 
night fpent in folly, there is no man living 
\ hoſe being is ſuch a weight as his; he is 
not at eaſe any longer than ne can Keep 
reaſon and vod tenſe without his curtains ; 
for when the former returns, his hte is too 
bitter to admit o review of paſt actions. 

Impreſſed with theſe ideas, I flatter my - 
ſelt, my young. re aders will with the utmoſt 
caution guard againſt any enticement to 
idlencis or folly, and with ardovr purtue 
their ſtudies, whatever they may be ; which 
habit will render caſy, and even pleafing; 
then will they be ſure to etcape all down- 
caſt ſhame, and the confrious bluſh of a 
vacant mind— for it is falte pleaſure that 
makes our youth inglurious, and our age 
ſharyctul. 


>>> >= <4 -4+<4-< 


LESSON IV. 


FADING can be confidcred as a mere 
amumſement, ond) by the moft vulgar, or 
the moſt frivolous part of mankind? Every 


woo, 1 


I I 
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one, whom natural good ſenſe and a libe- 
ral education have qualified to form a judg- 
ment upon the fubject, will acknowle dee, 
that it is capable of being applied to an 
endleſs varicty of uſeleſs purpoſes. This is, 
indeed, ſufficiently evident, without any 
fiudied proof, from the nature of the 
thing. For, what is reading, but a method 
of conferring with men who 1n every age 
have been moſt diſtinguithed by their ge- 
nius and learning, of becoming acquainted 
with the retult of their mature reflections, 
and of contemplating at leiſure the finiſhed 
productions of their inventive powers ? 
From ſuch an intercourſe, conducted with 
a moderate ſhare of caution and judgment, 
it muſt be impoſſible not ta getive innume- 
rable advantages. 


=> — 42 L 


LEssox V. 


A SOLEMN owl, puffed upwith vanity, 
fat repeating her ſcreams at midnight 
{from the hollow of a blaſted oak. ** And 
** wheretore,” ſays the, this awful filence, 
+ unleſs it be to favour my ſuperior me- 
+ lody ? Surely the groves are huſhed in 
66 hopes of heari: ng my voice ; and when I 
ing, all Nature liſtens. The night- 
ingale, “ reſumed the, “ has uſurped | the 


*« ſovereignty by night. Her note, indeed, 


< 18 mufical; but mine is ſweeter * 
„% Why 


70 An Titroduction to Reading. 


“ Why then am I diffident,” continued 
ſhe, „ to join the tunctul choir?” The 
echo repcated, ** join the tunetul choir.” 
Rouſed by this ſhadow of applauſc, ſhe 
mingled her hootings with the harmony of 
the grove ; but the tunetul ſongſters, dit- 
guſte — with her noiſe, and affronted by her 
impudence, with cac accord, drove her 
from their tociety. Vain people, puffed up 
with the praiſes beſtowed on them by the 
ignorant, often affume, in company, a 
"4 onſe quence which they have no title to ; 
and which, inſtead of procuring them re- 

& from the ſenſtble part of mankind, 
renders them diſguſting and contemptible. 


Lrssox VI. 
BUTTERFLY, proudly perched »1; 


the leaves of a marygold, was boaſt ing 
W uſt extent, and variety ot his travels 
I have wandered through regions of eg- 

„ lantine; I have revelled on beds of vio- 
* keto and cowflips, and have enjoyed the 
delicious fragrance of roſes and carna- 
tions; in ſhort, I have viſited all the 
flowers of tlie field and garden; and 
*© muſt be allowed to know "the world.” 
A ſnail, who, on a cabbage leaf hung at- 
tentive to his wonders, w as firuck with this 
diſcourſe ; and conceded from his un- 
bounded experience, that he muſt be the 
Wilt ft 
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wiſcſt of creatures. A bee, purſuing her 
employment on a neighbouring bed of 
marjoram, heard the boaſting vagrant, and 
reprimanded him in the following manner: 
* Vain empty flutterer, whom inſtruction 
cannot improve, nor experience en- 
lighten, thou haſt rambled over the 
* world, v-hat knowledge haſt thou ac- 
*« quired ? Thou haſt ſcen a variety of 
© objects, what conclufionshaſt thou drawn 
N * them ? After havi ing taſted of every 
* amutement, haſt thou extracted any 
thing for uſe? I too am a traveller; 
look into my hive, and let my treaſures 

* point out to thee, the true intent of tra- 
velling; which is, to collect materials, 
either tor private emolument or public 
advantage.“ 


Luxssox VII. 
CONTENTED country monte had 


once the honour to receive a vifit from 
an old acquaintance who had becn bred up 
at court. The country moute, duſirous of 
entertaining her gueſt, ſet before her the 
beſt cheeſe and bacon her cottage attorded. 
If the repaſt was homely, the welcome was 
hearty. They chatted away the evening 
very agrecably, and then retired to reſt. 
Next morning the Fact, inſtcad of taking 
her leave, kindly preilcd her country friend 
| to 
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to accompany her; ſetting forth, in pom” 

pous terms, the ele gance and plenty it 
which they Had at court. They departed, 

therefore, together, and though it was late 
in the evening when they arriv ed at the pa- 
lace, they found the remains of a ſumptu— 
ous entertainment, conſiſting of creams, 

jellies, and fweet-meats. The checſe was 
Parmeſan ; and they ſoaked their whiſkers 
in excellent C hampaign ; but they had not 
far advanced in their repaſt, when they 
were alarmed by the barking and ſcratching 
of a lap-dog. Beginning again, the mewing 
of a cat frightened them almoſt to death, 

and this was ſcarcely over, when a train of 
ſervants burſting into the room, ſwept all 
away in an inſtant. * Ah! my dear friend.“ 

faid the country moute, as ſoon as ſhe re- 
covered courage to ſpeak, if your fine 
living be thus interrupted with fears and 
e dangers, let me return to my pcaceful 
e cottage : tor what is elegance without 
*«« eaſe, or plenty with an aching hear 


2 


Lrsson VIII. 


T the firſt ſetting out in life, cſpeciall- 
when yet unacquainted with the world 
and its ſnares, whenevery pleaſure enchants 
with its ſmile, and every object ſhines with 
the gloss ot novelty, youth ſhould beware 
of the ſe ducing appearances w hich ſurround 


them; 


e 
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them; and recollect what others have ut 
tered from the power of headtirong defir 

It any paſſion be allowed, even though it 
thuuld be etteemed innocent, to acquire an 
abſolute aſcendant, their inward peace will 
he impaired ; but if any, which has the 
taint of guilt, they may date from that mo- 
ment the rain of their tran! wility. 

Nor with the ſcaton of vouth does the 
peril end. To the impetuoſity of youthful 
defire tucceed the more ſober, hut no lets 
dangerous attachments of advancing years 
* her -n thc pathons which arc connected v th 
intereſt and ambition begin their reigu, and 
too frequently extend their influence, even 
over thote periods of htc which ought to be 
the moi tranquil. 

From the firſt to the laſt of man's abocle 
on carth, the ditciplino mult never be re- 
axed of guarding the heart from the do- 
nun:on of pathon. Lager pathons and vio- 
lent deſires vere not 3 tor man. — They 
exceed his tphc Pp hey find no ade zuate 
object on earth ; and, of courſe, can be 
productive of nothing but muecry. 

The certaur conteguence of indulging 
them is, that Ut re will come in evil day, 
when the angniſh of diſapi wintment ſhall 
acknowl-dloe that all w luch we enjoy avall- 
155 us nothing. 
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LesSsow IX. 


HERE is not a greater inlet to miſery 
and vices of all kinds, than the not 
knowing how to paſs our vacant hours. IT 
the enterprifing and ſpirited ardour of youth 
be ſuffered to pats over, without having 
been apphed to thoſe valuable purpotes for 
which it was given, all ambition of excel- 
ling upon generous and laudable ſchemes 
quite ſtagnates. It men have not tome 
poor expedient to deceive the time, or, to 
tpeak fore properly, to deceive themſelves, 
the length of the day will feem tedious to 
thote, perhaps, who are fo unreaſonable as 
to complain ot the thortnets of lite in ge- 
neral. When the former part of our lite 
has been nothing but vanity, the latter end 
of it can be nothing but vexation. In ſhort, 
we muſt be miterable without tome employ - 
ment to fix, or ſome amuſement to dithpatc 
our thoughts : the latter we cannot com- 
mand in all places, nor reliſh at all times; 
and, therefore, there is an abſolute neceſſity 
ſor the former. We may purſue this or 
that new pleaſure ; we may be fond, for a 
while, of a new acquirement ; but v hen the 
graces of novelty are worn off, and the 
briſkneſs of our firſt defire is over, the 
tranſition is very quick and ſudden from an 
eager fondneſs to a cool indifference. 
Hence there is a reſtleſs agitation in our 
minds, 
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minds, fil craving tomethins new, fiill 
un{t-fcd with it when polletir +, till caclan- 
choly increaſes, as we adva::ce in years, 
like ſhadrs lengthening towards the cluic 
of day. 


* 
LESSsON X. 


HEN the great Conde commandgd 
the Spaniſh army, ar: id ſiege to 
one of the French ens in F Tangent, a ſv) - 
dier being ill treated by a general officer, 
and ſtruck f eral times with a canc or 
fome ditretpect.ul words He h 20 let f.! 
1w ercd very coolly, that 1c {hould ſoon KG 
him repent of it. Fittcun day. after, ie 
lame general officer ordered the colonel f 
the trenches to find a bold aad 1 repia te: 
low to execute an unportant enterpr'tc, * 
winch he promited a reward of ar v e 
piſtoles. The toldier above memeoned, 
who paſſed for the braveſt man in the regi- 
ment, offered his ſervices; and going with 
thirty of his comrades. whom he had t. 
liberty to make choice of, he diſctiaige'd a 
very hazardous commiſſion with incredible 
courage and good fortune. Upon his re- 
turn, the general officer highly commended 
him, and gave him the hundred piſtoles 
which he had promited. The foldier in- 
ſtantly diftributed them among his com- 
rades, ſaying. he did not ſerve for pay ; 
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and demanded only, that if his late action 
ſcemed to deſerve any re compente, they 
would make him an officer. © And now 
Sir,“ added he to the general, who did 
not know him, © I am the ſoldier whom 
* you abuſed ſo much fifteen days ago, 
* and 1 th en told you, I would make you 

«© repent it.” The general, in great won- 
der, and melting into tears, threw his arms 
around his nv ck, begged his pardon, and 
gave him a commilion that very day. 


» > 42 


LESSON XI. 
ISSIMULATION in youth is the 


forcrunner of pertidy in old age; its 
firtl appearance is the fatal omen of grow ing 
0 lepravity and future ſame. It de grades 
parts and learning, obſcures the luſtre of 
every accompl: ſhment. and finks us into 
contempt with God and man. 1 0 pat] 
of faltchood is a perplexing maze. After 
the hurſt de parture from ſincerity, 7 is not 
in our power to ftop. One art! | fice unavoid- 
ably leads on to another; till, as the intri- 
cacy ot the labyrinth increates, we are left 
C atangled i in our own tnarc. 

Deceit diſcovers a little mind, winch 
ſtops at temporary expedicnts, without rifinæ 
to comprehentive views of conduct. It — 
travs a daſtardly tpirit. It is the refource 
vf one who wants courage to avow his va 
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ſigus, or to reſt upon himfelf, To tet ont 
in the world with no other principle than a 
eratty attention to mntereit, betokens one 
who is deſtined for creeping through the 
inferior walks of life. He may be tortunate, 
he cannot be happy; the eve of a good 
mun Will weep at his error; be cannot taſte 
the (weeis of confidential frienathip, and 
his evening of ite Will be embittered bs 
univertal contempt. 
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I. ISSON XII. 


CERTAIN youth indulged himſelti i: 
the crucl entertainment of torturing and 
killing flies. e tore of” their wings and 
loge, and then watched with pteatore their 
1ypotent efforts to civape from him. Some 


3 


times he collected a number of them to- 
gether, and cruſhed them all to death at 
once, glorying, like many a c« lebratcd 
hero, in the mafincre he had made. His 
tutor remonſtrated with him, but in vain, 
on this barbarous conduct. He could not 
perſuade him to believe, that flies were ca- 
pable of pain, aud had a right, no leſs than 
mankind, to life, Iibertr, and enjoyment. 
The ſigns of agony which, when cor: ec, 
they exprets by violent and vartous contor- 
tions of their bodies, he neither underſtood, 
nor ſcemed willing to attend to. 


FE 2 IIis 
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His tutor had a microſcope, and he de- 
fired the youth one day to examine a moſt 
beautiful and ſurpriſing animal. © Obterve,” 
(ſaid he,) * how it is ſtudded from head 
* to tail, with black and ſilver, and its 
* body all over bctet with the moſt curious 
„ brittles. The head contains a pair of 
lively eyes, encircled with flyer hairs; 
and the trunk confiſts of two parts, which 
* fold ov:r each other. The whole body 
is decorated with plumes and ornaments, 
which ſurpaſs all the luxuries of drets in 
the courts of the greateſt princes. '— 
Pleaſed and aſtoniſhed with what he taw, 
the youth was impatient to know the name 
and properties of this wonderful animal. 
His tutor then took it from the magnifier, 
and when offered to his naked eye, it proved 
to be a poor fly, which had been the un- 
fortunate victim of his wanton and barha- 
rous crue it . 


16 
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Leson XIII. 


*HE inſtindt of ſome animals approaches 
ſo ncar to reafon, that philoſophers are 

«<< mAQctimes at a los how to define, or what 
idea to form ot that laculty which is con- 
monty atcribed to brutes. Count Tel fin, 
in one of his Letters to the Prince Roy al Ot 
Sweden, ſays, © I remember that a certain 
++ perton humanly caſt a poor little dog 
85 1 o 
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into the den of a lion, in full affurance ot 
& teen hun unſtantly devourcd ; but, con- 
© trary to hat he expected, the noble 
animal not only fpar d the Poor victim, 
„ hut ſoon hononre: 1 am with particular 
„ marks of aftection. He conſidered the 
Ss dog as an unfortunate priſoner like him- 
«© felt; and the dog, on Tus part, from mo- 
be TLC of gratitude, Wilt Conitantly fav ning 
* ahount nis dene, Lo l. Ilie * long 
lied together iu profound peace 11d 
« ſtrict friendthip. One watched while 
« the other flept ; the lion fed firſt, and 
6 YT om his humble companion. In a word 
the magnanimous temper of the one, an 
« the Er: atitude of the other, had united 


them in the cloſeſt manner; but a carclet; 


« ſervant, forgetting that other creatures 
„ require food as well as himſelf, lett the 
tO friends twenty-four hours without 
*« victuals. At laſt. recollecting his charge, 
+ he brought them their uſual allo wan 
„ when the dog eagerly catched at the firft 
„ morlel ; but i it was at the expenſe of his 
life; for the hungry lion inftanily {cizcd 


+ his poor companion and eruſhed him to 


„ death. The commulion of this horrid 
1 © * - 

9 {| was lucc ceded by the moitr levere 

* and painſul repentance. Ihe hon's de- 
- jection daily increaſed. He retuted food 

With hcroic obftmacy, and in this man- 
per famiſhed himfelt to death.“ 
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and I ſhould, certainly, prove moſt un- 
fſuitable companions. Your whole ain- 
„ bition is to ſhine in company, and to 
recommend yourſelt by univertal Gom- 
** plartance., My greatett happineis con- 
„ fiſts in eaſe and privacy, in the enjoy- 
ment of a few ſelect friends. I prefer 
a good heart to the moſt voluble tongue; 
and though I am obliged to you for the 
politene is of your profeſſions, yet your 
** benevolence is divided among to mune— 
** TOUS an acquaimtance, that little can re- 
* main for theſe whom you are pleated to 
** honour with the name ol tric nds. 


>> <<< <<4<4 
Lrss%oxX-XV. 


HE tollow ing anecdote is extratted from 

a letter written by a Jamaica lady, and 
addreſſed to a female friend: One morn- 
ing as I was taking an airing along 
the piazza, leading from Nin "ſton to the 
fields, an old negro, who was dreſſing 
nis ſores, begged alms of me. þ »patſed 
„b »ithout taking any notice of him; 
* but retlocting ſoon after on the poor 
** creature's milery, I returned, took cut 
my purie, and gave him a bit, letting 
+ him know, that I had very tew more re- 
»maining. The man ſhewed his gratitude 
dy the moſt expreſſive geſtures, and of- 
fered up many hearty prayers for my 
E 5 „ prot» 
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proſperity and happincts. Some days 

after, having occation to paſs the ſame 
way, I ſaw the fame negro, who attempted 
to come towards me, but fo flowly, on 
account of his ſores, that he could not 
overizke me. Upon this he called out, 

begging to ſpœak a fingle word with me. 
I turned back, and he addreſſed 'me as 
follows :---**< From what I heard you 
ſay the other day, I tuſpected that you 
are in want; and I could not be eaty 
till {ſaw you again. He then pulled out 
a purſe, containing, as he ſaid, twenty- 
eight doubloons, telling me, that it was 
collected vy begging, and that he could 
beg more; praying me to take it, be- 


for want of yam, yam, if the had no 
money. I was ſtruck with the gra- 
titude of this poor N I thanked 
; but I added, 
that I had got money * I taw him, 
and had no occaſion for his purſe. 
Having inquired why his maſter ſuffered 
him to beg, he informed me, tliat being 
old he could work no longer, a nl that 
his maſter had turned him out of doors 
to beg or ſtarve; that he had been a flave 

from his infancy, and his ſores were the 
effect of ſevere labour. After giving him 
another bit, and adviſing him to conccal 


his money, I left him, not without ſome 


degree of 1 at his generotis 


beha viour.“ Ls- 
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LE SON XXI. 
DILIGES NE. induſiry, aid proper im- 


provement ot time, are material duties 
of the voung. To no purpote arc they en- 
dawed with the beſt abilities, if they want 
aciivity for exerting them. Cnavailing, in 
this cate, will be every direction that can 
be given them, either for their temporal or 
tpiritual welfare. In vouth, the habits of 
tnduſtry are molt cally ac quired: in youth, 
the incentives to it are tro: etl, from am- 
Dition aud from cuts : from rivalſhip and 
hope; from all the proſe ts which the bc- 

Zinning of life atiords. If dead to their 
ealls, young people already languith in 
othful inaction, what will be eble to 
cken the more flug + 21h current of ad- 
Laneing vears 7 Indutiry is on only the in- 
trument of improvement, but the tounda- 
tion of pleature. Nothing is % oppolite to 
thc 8 enpoyment 01 lite The the relaxed 
and feeble tate of an uümlolent mind. IIe 
K ho * a ſtranger to luguitry may pofſets, 
but he cannot enjoy; tor it is labuur ouly 
which gives the relith to pleaſure. It is, 
tic appointed velncie of every good t. man. 
Lt is tl e indlitzenſable condition of our ol 
filing a Gd mind ia a found body. 
Sloth is to inconſiſtent with both, that it is 
hard to determine, whether it be a greater 
we 10 viciuc, or to health. atud ha ppiuct. 
L. 6 hn ctive 
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Ina ive as it is in itſelt, its effects are futally 
powertul. Though it appear a llowly- 
fe) Ling ſiream, vet it undermines all that 
fable and flouriſhing. It not only faps 
the foundation of every virtue, but pours 
upon mankind a deluge of crimes and evils. 
It is like wate r, winch firtt patreties by ſtag- 
nation, and then ſends up noxious vapours, 
and fills the atnotpher: With drath. F ly : 


therefore, from ile nels as the certain Pare nt | 


both ot g 2 and of ruin: and under idle— 

nes we may ine lude not mere ina. tion only, 

Hut: iI that circle of trifling employments 
in which too many ſaunter away the 1r youth; 

always engaged in frivolous lorie ty or pub- 
l. c amuteinents, in the labours of drets or 
ad rim their perſons. Amunſements vouth 
„ quires; but though allowable to relax, 
they are culpable as the bunt = ot the 
GUNS ; tor they then foment Bad pattions, 


vieaken tlie ma uy powers, 10d tink the na- 
tive vigour into conte inptible delicacy. 


Þ=> pod <-<4-<4-4 


EESSON-ANVIT. 


VO cocks who were traveriing their re- 
tpec tee duvghtls with all the pride of 
conbſœtous dignity, frappencd to crow very 
lozdiy at the ſame time; c: = heard with 
mdignant pathon the voice of the other, be- 
eautc cach deemed it ui iiifult and a chal- 


leuge; aud honour required of both that 


alt 


pO . — A bo 
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an affront ſo groſs ſhould be revenged. 
They detcende d. there fore, from tlieir dung- 
hills, and with majeſtic fieps and briſtling 
plumage adv anced towards each other. 
Having met, an engagement foon touk 
place, which was carried on with great fury 
on both fides, and as the match was equal, 
it was for ſome time uncertain to which 
fide victory inclined. A game cock, cooped 
up in a pen, beheld the combatants with an 
ardent deſire to ſhare in the glories of the 
field; and as the door of his peu had by 
accident been left unfaſtened, he puthed 
it Open, and ran cage rly 10 mingle in the 
battle. Being muc * luperior to the dung-— 
hill cocks in agility and ſtrength, he quic kly 
routed them both, and put them to flight. 
He now exulted an the mighty achieveme nt, 
and proclaimed Ins victory, by crom ing, 
ſtrutting, and clapping 4 wings. Ihe 
ſrength and courage, hawever. derived 


trom the infamous arts of teecting are ut 


of ſhort duration. In the courſe of a few 
hours he was obferved to droop ; and his 
antagoniſts returning to the attack, found 
lum tceble, languid, and ſo eaty a conqueſt, 
that he fell on the firſt onſet. 

In the danghult cocks we may view the 
picture of thoſe who call themielves men 
ot honour ; and the game cocks will remind 
us of thote rakith yout! hs, who, iuflamed 
with wine, niue from a tavern to engage in 
a brawl with the tirit perſon they — 

Their 
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Their ſtrength and courage are but the tran- 
fient effects of liquor: and be ing ſoon ex- 

hauſted, they are made to feel ſeve rely for 
the folly and raſhnets of their conduct. 


=> >——<-<4-4-4 


LESSON XVIII. 


HERE is no bleſſing of life that is any 
way comparable to the enjoyment of a 
prudent, virtuous, and fent fible triend. It 
cures and Wa the mind; enlarges and 
improves the underſtanding; engenders 
thought and knowledge; animates the pat- 
fions; and finds employ ment for the moſt 
vacant hours of hte. True friendſhi ip. how- 
ever, ought to be fortificd by judgme nt 
and length of time; and is only to be found 
by experience. Friendſhip is a 15 1 ha- 
bitual — 2 in any two Perſon „ of pro- 
moting cach other's happineſs. Love and 
eſteem are the two flirt principles of it; and 
when either of theſe is wanting, it 5 iumper— 
fect. In friendſhip, that man is molt in 
danger who is mod ; pt to believe. If we 
follow the beſt tric ndſhip to its lource, and 
allow it to be, what it ſometimes re: Hy is, 
a paſſionate deſire to ſerve another without 
hopes of return, we mult allow alto that 
there is a deep intereſt to ourfel! ves, though 
a beautiful one, in ſatistz ing that de life. 
What makes us ſo changenble in frien; 4; hip 
18, that it is difficult to know the qual; ties 
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of the heart, aid eaſy to know thoſe of the 
underſtanding. In general, friendſhip is 
nothing but a partnerſhip and mutual regard 
to men's ſeveral intcreits, or an exchange 
of good offices. We often fancy that we 
have a friendſhip for men of power, when 
in reality intereſt alone is the cauſe of this 
kindnets. The qualities requiſite for true 
triendthip are by ſome ſaid to be, wirtue, 

good 1cnic, equality of age and of fortune; 
but where people tollow fmilar purſuits, it 
appcars that friendſhip may ſubfiſt without 
the two latter. Self-love increaſes or leflens 
in our eſteem the good qualities of our 
friends, in proportion to the plcature we 
take in them. A regular affe v: on muſt in- 
creaſe with the knowle dge we have of an- 
other man's merit. Whe 'N a man can ſay, 
I love you, without any regard to utility, 
that is friendihip. Fric ndihip generally 
takes 1ts rite from a conformity of tempers, 
by which the ftadies and amuſements of 
clifferent pertons become the ſame. Dio- 
cenes faid, that to arrive at perfection, a 
man thould have very ſincere friends, or in- 
veterate enemies; becauſe he would then 
be made fenftible of his good or ill conduct, 
either by the cenfures of the one, or the 
advice of the other. A certain perſon being 
aſked, what need a proſperous man had of 
tricnds, replied, to lower thoſe lofty and 
extravagant thoughts which arc uſually in- 
eident to that condition, 


L ESSO 


88 An Introduction to Reading 


LESSsOoN XIX. 
CERTAIN emperor of China, on hz 


acceſtion to the throne of his anceſtors. 
commanded a ceneral releaſe ot all thoſe 
who were confined in priſon tor debt. 
Amonꝑſt that number was an old man, who 
had fallen an carly victim to advertity, and 
whoſe days of impriſonment, reckoned by 
the notches which he had cut on the door of 
his gloomy cell, expreſſed the annual cir- 
cuit of more than fifty tuns. With trem- 
bling limbs and taultering ſteps he departed 
from his manſion of forrow ; his eyes were 
dazzled with the ſplendour of the light; an} 
the tace of nature preſented to his view a 
perfect para- diſe. The jail, in which he had 
been impriſoned, ſtood at ſome diſtance 
from Pekin, and to that city he directed 
his courſe, impatient to enjoy the carelles 
of his wite, his children, and his friends. 
Having with dithe ulty found his way to 
the firect in which his decent manſion had 
formerly ſtood, his heart became more and 
mor. elated at every ſtep he advanced. With 
joy he proceed, looking eagerly around; 
but he obſerved ſew of thai objects with 
which he had been formerly convertant. A 
magnificent edifice was erected on the tite 
ot the houſe which he had inhabuned ; tlie 
dwellings of his neighbours had affumed a 
new torm, and he bcheld not a fingle face 
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+ which he had the leatt remembrance. 
\n aced i ogyar, who with trembling knees 
ROE at the gate 04 a portico, from which 

hack been Aus by the inſolent domeſtic 
Ave Faardled it, itruck his attention. He 
NRopped, therefore, to give him a tmall pit- 
tuns out of the bounty with which he had 
been tuppiied by the eniperor, and received, 
return, the fad tidings, that his wife * 
tallen a lingering lac rifice to penury, miſery, 
aun ſorron ; that his children were gone to 
eek their fortunes in diſtant or unknown 
Clmcs ; and that the grave contained his 
neareſt and moſt valuable friends. Over- 
whelmed with anguith, he haſtened to the 
palace of his ſovereign, into whoſe pretence 
his hoary locks, and mourntul vitage, ſoon 
obtained admitlion ; and caſting himtelt at 
the feet of the emperor, “Great prince,” 
he cried, © remand me to that priſon from 
which miſtaken mercy hath delivered 
„ me! I have turvived my family and 
„ friends, and even. in the midſt of this 
popu} us city, | find myſelf in a dreary 
„ [litude. Thc cell of my dungeon pro- 
« tected me from the gazers at my wv retc h- 
* educts; and whillt ftecluded from toc icty, 
& ] was the lets tentible of the lots of its 
© enjoyments. Jam now (ortured with the 
view of pleaſure in which I cannot par- 
>> MICHPATE 3 and dle with thirft, though 
* itreamus of delight ſurround me.“ 
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FO cure n thorongh nes lade of our- 
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atjiits their delu , to which, of them- 
ſelves, they are 7rone. 

1 he ordinary commerce of the world 
is a commerce of flattery and fal ſehood; 
where reciprocaliy they deceive and are de- 
ceived, where evcry one appears under an 
aſſumed form, proteiles eſteem, which he 
does not feel, and beſtows praiſe in order 
to receive it. 

There are three characters which every 
man ſuſtains ; and theſe often extremely 
different from one another. One which he 

ſleſſes is his own opinion; —-anobtlier, 
which he carries in eſtimation of the world: 
---and a third, which he bears in the judg- 
ment of God: it is only the lait hich at- 
certains what lie really is. Whether the 
character which the world forms of him bc 
above or below truth, it imports not much 
to know. But it is of cternal conſequence, 
that the character which a man poſſeſſes in 
his own eyes be formed upon that which 
he bears in the fight of God. 

He 
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He ſhould inquire, after laying aſide all 
partiality for himfelf, and exploring the 
heart with ſuch accurate ferutiny as may 
bring all hidden defects to light, whether 
he be not conicious that the fair opinion 
which the worldeatertainsot him is funded 
on their partial knowledge, both of lis 
abilities and virtues.--He tzould be willing 
that all his actions ſhould be publicly an 
vailed.--- He ſhould bear to have his 
thoughts laid open. 

When he has kept from vice, it ſhould 
be known whether his innocence proceeded 
from purity of principle, or from worldly 
motives ;---whether any malignity or ciuvy 
riſes within him, when he compares Ins 
own condition with that of others.---He 
ſhould inquire whether he has been as ſo— 
licitous to regulate his heart, as to preſerve 
lis manners from reproach ;---profcihng 
himſelf a Chriſtian, whether the ſpirit of 
Chriſt has appeared in his conduct; — de- 
Haring that he hopes for immortality, 
whetlier that hope ſurmounted undue at- 
tachment to the preſent life. 

Such inveſtigation, ſeriouſly purſued, 
may produce to every man my di1coverics 
of hinitelf ; diſcoveries not pleafing, per- 
haps, to vanity; but falutary and ufcful. 
For hc can only be a flatterer, but no true 
friend to himſelt, who aims not at know! ing 
his &wn (defects, as well as virtucs. 
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LESSON XXI. 


A Fgyptian aſtronomer, who had ſpent 
torty vcars in unn garied attention to the 
motions a: | appearinces of the heavenly 
boche<, concoiyc 1 tiiat he was endowed 
with the powe r of regulating the weather, 
and varying 3 different ſeatons ace ordin® 
to his ple ature. The fun, he thought, 
obeyed his mandates, and paſſed from tro- 
pic to tropic, in * Og courſe, by his 
direction. The clonds burſt at his call on 
the a mountains: and the inunda- 
tions of the Nile, wlvch fertihzed the fields 
ot the huſbandman, were governed by his 
will. He mitigatc'! the ſcorch ing rage of 
the dog-ſtar; rc fraine d tho fury of the equi- 
noe Tt mpett-; ant diſpenſed rain, ſnow, 
and ſfan-:nme. to the numerous natios of 
the earth. Such power, though 1deal, was 
too extenſive for the feeblenets of mortal 
man, and the attronomer funk under the 
burdens of an office, which he labonred to 
adminiſter un impartial juſtice and uni- 
verſal benevol-nce. Tlie dilcordant clauns 
of different regions "a elmates:. and the 
oppoſite W ants of the various fruits of the 
carth, in the tame diſtriét, haraficd his 
mind with inceffant care, l and 
perplex1t W 34 he 1 fe re the Clouds to 
pour dovn the ir treatures on the thirſty de- 
farts of Arabi, ünpetuous torrents aver 
„ helmed 
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whelmed the fertile plains of Baſſora; and 
when he ſent forth a ſtorm, to ſweep away 
the peſtiferous Samicl,“ which carried 
death and defiruction in its progrets, a 
fleet, laden with the richeſt merchandize, 
was ſhipwrecked in the gult of Orinus. 
The fervid beams of the fun, while they 
matured the luicious grape ot Ons, de- 
ſiroyed the harveſt of corn, and burnt u 

the herbage of the fields. The philotopher 
thought, "that he could perhaps remedy 
theſe evils by turning aſide the axis of the 
earth, and varying the ecliptic of the ſun; 
but he tound it impoſlible to make a Change 
of poſition, by Which the world could be 
benefited ; and he dreaded the inju; y he 
might occaficn to diſtant and unknown 
part; of the ſolar ſyſtem. Opprefied with 
anxicty, he earneſtly ſolicited the great 
Governor of the univeric to diveſt him of 
the Baintul office with which ol Was ho- 
noured. Father of light,“ exc:aimed he, 
thy omnipotent band and all- ſceing eye 
are alone equal to the mighty empire of 
* this globe. 'The w ays ot Nature exceed 


* The Samiel is a ſucklen vapour, to which travel. 


lers are expoſed in the deſarts of Arahla in the months 


of ſune, July, and Auguſt, and which occatio:;s in- 
ſtant death to every man and beaſt in the way » its 
This peſtiferous guſt quickly paſſes, and docs not 
extend itielt far, but ruus, as it were, in ſtreams of 
no great breadth, | 
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« my finite thought; and I now fect with 
« reverence and if umility, that to diſpenſe 
good and evil, nothing leſs can be ro- 
6 auired than uncrring u dom, ſpotle is 
« xectitude, and ſovereign power. 

The Deity liſtened with indulgence to a 
prayer w hich flowed from a frcere and 
pious heart. In the folly of the 2fironomer, 
he ſaw, and piticd the weaknet> of human 
nature; and by ſtrengthening the preſent 
conviction of his mind, he graciouſly re- 
moved the inſanity under which he la— 


bourec, 


LESSON XXII. 
| CHALDEAN peaſant was conducang 


a goat to the city of Bagdat. He was 
mounted on an ats; and the goat followed 
him, with a bell ſuſpended from his neck. 
1 ſhall fell theſe animals,” ſaid he to 
himſelf, © tor thirty pieces of filver ; and 
„with this money, I can purchate a nev/ 
* turban, and a rich veſtment of taffety, 
« which I will tie with a taſh of purple filk. 
The young damfſels will then ſimile more 
„ favourable upon me, and I ſhall he the 
* fineſt man at the moſque.” Whilſt the 
peaſant was thus enjoying, in idea, his fu- 
ture pleatures, three arttul rogues concerted 
Aa ſcheme to plunder him of his preſent 


treaſures. As he moved flowly along, on: 
ot 
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of them flipped off the bell from the neck 
of the goat, and taſtening it, without being 
perceiv <d, to the tail of the als, carried 
away his booty. The man riding upon the 
ats, and hearing the ſound of the bell, con- 
tinued to move without the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of the loſs which he had ſuſtamed. Hap- 
pening, however, a ſhort while after, to 
turn about his head, he diſcovered with 
grief and aſtoniſhment, that the animal 
which conſtituted fo valuable a part of his 
riches, was gone ; and he inquired after his 
goat, with the utmoſt anxiety, of every tra- 
veller whom he met. 

'The tecond rogue now accoſted him, 
and ſaid, I have juſt ſeen, in yonder fields, 
a man in great haſte dragging along with 
© him a goat.” The peaſant, on this, 
inftantly diſmounted, and requeſted the 
obliging ſtranger to hold his aſs, that he 
might loſe no time in purſuing the thief. 
He then ſet out, and having iu vain tra- 
verſed the courſe that was pointed out to 
him, returned breathleſs and fatigued to 
the place from which he had departed ; 
but he neither found his aſs nor the deceit- 
ful imtormer, to whole care he had intruſted 
him. As he walked penfively onward, his 
attention was rouſed by the loud complaints 
of a poor man, who fat by the fide of a well. 
Turning out of the way to ſympathize with 
a brother in affliction, he recounted his 

4 OWN 
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own misfortuhes, and inquired of the 
ſtranger the cauſe of that violent forruw 
which ſeemed to opprets him. Alas!“ 
faid the poor man, in the molt piteous tone 
of voice, © as I was reſting here to drink, 
* I dropped into the w ater a caſket full as 
„ diamonds, which I was employed to 
* carry to the Califf of Bagdat; and I thall 
be put to death on the ſuſpicion of 
«© having ſecreted fo valuable a treaſure.” 
— Why do you not jump into the well 
in ſearch of the caſket ?” cried the pea- 
tant, aſtoniſhed at the ſimplicity of his 
new acquaintance.---* Becaute it is tob 
deep,“ rephed the man, © and I can 
& neither dive nor ſwim. But wl! you 
cc undertake that kind office tor me, and 
J will reward you with thirty picces of 
« filver ?” The peatant ove rjoved at the 
proſpect of gain, accepted the offer ; and 
hilft he was putting off his veltment and 
ſlippe rs, pourcd out his foul in thanksi- 
givings to the holy prophet for this tortu- 
nate ſuccour; but he had no ſooner plunged 
into the water, in ſearch of the prete ade | 
caſket, than the man, who was. one of TOE 
three rogues who hed concerted a plan to 
rob him, ſeized upon his garments, aud 
carried W off in ſegurity to his compa- 
nions. Thus, through cre dulity and want 
ot attention, was the unfortunate Chaldean 


duped of all his hit) pofleflions; and he 
haſtened 
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Þaftened back to his cottage, with no other 
covering for his nakednets, than a tattered 
garment, which he was obliged to burrow 


by the way. 


Less0w XXIII. 
GENTLENESS, winch belongs to vir- 


tue, is to be carctully diſtinguiſhed 
from the mean ſpirit of cowards, and the 
fawning aflent of ſycophants. lt renounces 
no juft right from fear it gives up no im- 
portant truth from flattery: I is mdecd 
not only confiſtent with a firm mind, but 
it neceſſarily requires a manly ſpirit and a 
fixed principle, in order to give it any real 
valuc. 

It ſtands oppoted to harſhneſs and feve- 
rity,---to pride and arrogance,---to violence 
and oppreilion ;---it is, prop: Thy, that part 
of the real virtue charity, which makes us 
unwilling 10 ive pain {© any ot our brc- 
tbren.---It corrects whatever is olfentive in 
our manners, and by a conſtaut train of hu— 
mane attentions, ftudies to alleviate the 


burden of common mile rw. Its othce * 
therefore extenfive :---it is conti ally 
action, when we arce ATzag:d in 11terc 2 


with men.— It ought to torm our addreſs, 
to regulate our fpecch, and to diffuſe itielt 
Over our Witole behaviour. 


F That 
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That gentleneſs, which is the characte- 
rifiic of a good man, has, like every other 
virtue, 1ts leat in the heart. In that uzuaf- 
fected civility which ſprings from a gentle 
mind, there is a charm infinitely more pow- 
erful than in all the ſtudied manners of the 
moſt finithed courtier. 

It is founded on a ſenſe of what we owe 
to Him who made us, and to the common 
nature of winch we all ſhare. It ariſes from 
renection on our own failings and wants ; 
and from juſt views of the condition and 
duty of man. It is a native feeling height- 
ened and improved by principle. It is the 
heart which cafily relents : which feels for 
every thing th: it is human ; and is back- 
ward and flow to inflict the leati wound. 
It is affable in its addrets, and nuld in its 
demeanour ; ever ready to oblige, and be 
obliged by others; breathing habitual kind- 
ncts towards friends, courteſy to ſtrangers, 
Jong-ſutfering to enemies. 

It exerciſes authority with moderation; 
adminiſters reproot with tendcrnets ; conſers 
favours with care and modeſty. It is un- 
afluming in opinion and temperate in zeal. 
It contends not eagerly about trifles ; flow 
to contradict, and mill flower to blame; 
but prompt to allay difſfenſion and re Gag 
peace. It neither intermeddles unnecet] larily 
with the affairs, nor pries inquilitively into 
the ſecrets, of there. It dehghts above all 
things to alleviate diſtreſs, and, if it cannot 


dry 
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lry up the falling tear, to ſoothe at leaft 
the gricving heart. 

Where it has not the power of being 
uſeful, it is never burthenſome. It ſecks 
to pleaſe rather than ſhine and dazzle, aud 
conceals with care that ſuperiority, either 
of talents or of rank, which are oppreſſive 
to thoſe who are bencath it. It is the great 
avenuc to mutual enjoyment : amidſt the 
ſirife of interfering intereſts, it tempers the 
violence of conte ation: and Keeps alive the 
feeds of harmony. It ſoftens animofities, 
renews endearments, and renders the coun- 
tenance of man a retreſhment to man. It 
prepoſſeſſes and wins every heart. It per- 
ſuades when every other argument fails; 
often difarms the fic rec, al 1d melts the 


Hubborn. 


—— 2 <<4-<4< 
LLsSON XXIV. 

RUE politencts is modeſt, unpre tending» 
and generons. It appears as little as may 
he : and when it dees a courteiy, would 
willngly conceal it. It chooſes fl ntly to 
torego its own chaims, not offic ouſly tr 
withdraw them. It « ngages a man to prefer 
his neighbour to himſelf. becauſe he really 
eſteems him: becauſe he is tender of his 
COaracter ; begaute he thinks it more mar wy, 
more Chritiian-like, to deſcend a little hun- 
ax 
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ſelf, than to degrade another. It reſpects, 
in a word, the credit and fame of a neigh- 
bour. 

The mimic of this amiable virtue, falſe 

liteneſs, on the other hand, is ambitious, 
tervile, timorcus. It affects to be popular; 
is ſolicitous to pleaſe, and to be taken no- 
tice of. The man of this character does 
not offer, but obtrude his civilitics ; becauſe 
he would merit by this athduity ; becauſe, 
in de ſpair of winning regard by any wor thier 
qualities, he would Le ſure to make the 
moſt of this; and laſtly, becauſe, of al 
things, he would dread, by th- omitlion of 
any punctilious obſervance, to give offence, 
In a word, this fort of politenets retpects, 
for its immediate object, the favour and 
eſteem of dur neighbour. | 

A truly polite inan will, by all proper 
teſtimonies of reſpect, promote the credit 
and eſtimation of his neighbour ; becauſe 
he ſees, that by this gencrous behaviour 
towards each other, the peace ot the world 
is in a great degree preſerved ; becauſe he 
knows, that theſe mutual attentions prevent 
enmity, ſoften the fierceneſs of men's man- 
pers, and diſpoſe them to all the offices of 
benevolence and charity : in ſhort, becauſe 
the intereſts of ſuciety are beſt ſerved by 
this conduct, and becaute he underitands it 
to be his duty to love his neighbour. 


2 Le<s<oy 
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Lzss0n XXV. 


YOUNG man, ton of a cobler in a 
tinall village near Madrid, having 
puſhed his fortune in the Indics, returned 
to his native country with a contiderable 
flock, and fet up as a banker in Madnd. 
In his abſence, his parents frequently talked 
of him, withing that Heaven would take 
him under its protection; and the vicar 
being their friend, ſometimes offered up 
public prayers in the church for him. The 
banker, on his part, was no lets dutitul ; 
tor as Hon as he was ſettled, he monnted 
on horteback, and i>t out alone for the 
village. When he arrived, it was ten at 
might, and the honeſt cobler was in bed 
with his wife, fait aſleep. Having knocked 
at the door, and told who he was, thc old 
man ſtarting up, replied, © Nate others 
believe that if you can—go about your 
+ buiincts---here is nothing tor you---111v 
« ton, Francillo, if not dead. i; now in this 
„Indies. He is no loner tere, 
ſad the banker, © he is returned home; 
* and it is he who now tpeats to von; 
* open the door and rect! bu.“ --- 
« Jacobo, cried the woman, © lei ww 5, 
c for 1 really believe it is Francillo; 1 
© think I know the ſound of his voice.” 
The father immediately getting up, 1;ghted 
a candle, and the mother, in a hurry piit- 
F 2 ung 
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ting on her gown, ran and opened the 
door. Looking carneſ: ly at Francillo, ſhe 
tung her is round his neck, and hug- 
ged lm with the utmoſt tenderneſs. Ja- 


cobo in his turn, embraced 


all three affected with the live 


his ſon; and 
licſt joy, after 


fo long an abſence, could ſcarcely make an 
chu Of exprefiing their tendernets. When 


thete pleatin-; trautports we 


banter r Pitt his hork: into the 
* * 1 * 
he wand} «annalch cow; Which 
) " 3 1 8 ny es wil * 
tht: whole tanulv. Fe then g 


re over, tlie 


ſtable. here 
1 Was nurie to 


gave the ola 


3 
tl Es an account of ns voyage „ and of all 


the nches he had 3 


from Peru. 


11 8 7 . 1 ＋ 4 . 
Luv iened with tlie {Not attention, 
and ihe nalen particular Te 1e ever trifling, 


K ich Tn related. made a tc qr 


le 11 npreſſion 


on them either of grief Joy. Having 
{tit 1 11. tory, — The 0 thema part of 


his (itate, aml catroated his 


father not ta 


work any more. No, my - ton,” taid 


Jacobo, 1 love my trade, 
leave it fl. \\ hy, 9 


and will not 
T "plied tha 


banker, is it not now high tune tor you 
to take your cate ? I do not propote that 


«© YOu ſhall lice with me a 


t M. rid; li 


« know well, that a city life would not 


6 pleat VO. 80 oy Your 


„living; 


own way of 


but give over hard labour, and 


% pats the remaind r of your days in cafe 
« and plenty.“ The mother 
fon, and Jacobo yielded. 

« you, Francillo,” mid he, 


ſceonded her 
Jo plcaſe 
& | will no 


e work 
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* work any more for the public; but I muſt 
„nad my own ihoes, and thote of my 
good tric nd the vicar.” The agreement 
U. ins concluded, the banker ate a couple 
of s, and in the company of his father 
an mother enjoyed that pleature, which 
Wan but dutital children can fee or under- 
_ Next morning, the banker leaving 
tus parcnts a purte, cont: ainiug a hund: wal 
ducnts, returned to Madrid; but he was 
much furpricd to tre Jen de at his houtc 
A teu days atter. Father, taid ho, what 
brings you here ray Franeillo,“ an- 
red the honeſt cobler, © I have brought 
* YOU your purte, take it again : tor | wii a 
to live! by my trade, and have be 
90 md to die with uncafinets ever liuce 1 
« left off working.” 


22 y 


'Lzs$oxn-XXYT. 


ESARIO, proud of his birgh birth, w: 
not cd with inwardly de (pi; 111 
every one inferior to hünſelf in point of 
fortune, but lie prefumed to take ſuch urs 
upon him, as evinced the ſcorn with shi 
he beheld them. As it chanced, one 
he faw his father's footman cleaning ſho. 
% Fool!” cried he, turning up his noſ- 85 
he pa.led him, * * hat a filthy buſineſ: 
would not be a ſhoe- lack for all — 
* world. ---& Very likely,“ faid ſohn, 
F 4 « aud 


104 An Introduction to Readiny. 


* and for my part, I hope I never ſhall be 
© 140yr ſhoe-black.” 

The weather, which for ſome time had 
been extremely bad, beginning to grow 
clea ar and bright, young Cetario got his fa- 
ther's perm! iffion to take a ride on horſe- 
b: . Now the promiſe of this ride afforded 
hm the greater pleaſure, as the day before, 
When he was out, he had been prevented 
by a heavy ſhower from going 10 far as he 
withed. However, he Lad dern far enough 
to thlaſh his boots from top to bottom, and 
teu wore as yet not quite dry. 

TLrataported with the thought of the 
amutement he ſhould enjoy, he haſtened 
down to John, who was at breakfaſt in the 
Kitchen, aud with an imperious tone of 
Va! called out,“ jokn---John---] all 
" SO out on horſeback---Run and clean 
* my boots; well, don't you hear me?” 
John pretended that he did not, and con- 
tinned at his breakfaſt quite compoſed. In 
vain did . Cetario put him{clf in a paſſion, 
and beftow a hundred names upon him. 
John only anſwered with muck indifference, 
] told you, Sir, already, if you recollect, 
& that J hoped 1 thould never become your 
„ thoe-black.” 

Cetario finding thut, withall his menaces, 
he could not get John to do as he defired, 
returned quite tall of rage, and complained 
of him to his father. Mr. Maxwell, at firſt, 
could not comprehend why John refuted a 

bufineſs 
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bknfineſs that belonged to his en- ployment, 
and which he had hitherto performed 
without expecting orders for that purple ; 3 
ſo he went to talk with him, aud won 
learned the whole affair. John's cunduct 
was fully approved by Mr. Maxwell, who 
not only blamed his ſon, but even told him, 
that he might go and clean his boots him- 
ſelf, or ſtay at home, whichever he thought 
proper : he then forbade the other ſervants 
to aſſiſt him in this buſineſs ; and turning to 
Ceſario, ſaid, “ You will learn, Sir, how 
*« filly it is to look with ſcorn on ſervices 
ce that contribute to our comfort and con- 
* yenicnce ; ſervices, the rigour of which 

* you ſhould rather irn to ſotten by gen- 
* tlencis of manners and politene g. Sine e, 
<« therefore, a ſhoc-black's trade is 0 dit- 

aceſul, be ſo kind as to ennoble it Ly 
66 being for the future yoſir own {hoc- 
„ black.” 

This ſentence turned Cetarto's promises 
pleature into ſorrow. He was very eager 
for a ride on horſeback, it was jo fine wea- 
ther—but to clean his boots limfelt | he 
could not ſtoop to ſuch an oftice. On the 
other hand, his pride would not atlow him 
to go out with dirty boots, becaute he con- 
el juded that every one he met would ridi- 
cle him. He applied, therefore, fuccct- 
iveiy, to every tervant in the houſe, with 
offurs of money. to corrupt them; but he 
could not prev ail upon one of them to dit- 

1 5 y 
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Obey their maſter's orders. Thus, then, 
Ceſario was obliged to ſtay at home, till, 
in the end, his pride permitted him to ſtoop 
ſo low as to ſubmit to the conditions im- 

{cd on him. Next morning John re- 
ſumed his office without bidding, and the 
humbled Ceſario, having exerciſed it once, 
would never atterwards ratify Lis haugliti- 
neſs, by viliſying what - was in itdelf 16 
uſetul. 


4 


Lesson XXVII. 
NATURE offers to all her children, with 


maiernal goodneſs, the firit, the moſt 
innocent, be lea{lt expenſfive, and moit 
univertal of all pleatu res. It is that which 
our fir? 2 ats enjoyed in paradite; and it 
15 only the le n ſlate of man which makes 
him (eek Gt! cr p Icatures. Men are apt ta 
deſpiie the daily bleilings they enjoy, how- 
ever excellent; and they on ly think of 
multiply ing a: ad e g their amulcments. 
It is certain, however, that the pleature I 
ſpeak of is preferable A al! others: [t 1s al- 
moiſt mnpovtitble not to find charms in the 
Contompration of nature; and that it may 
be enjoyed without e is manifett ; 
the poor, as well as the rich, may indulge 


in it: but that is what leflens the value of 


it. We arc ſo fooliſh as not to rize W hat 
others care With us: while, if we were rea- 
ſ-nable, 


1 — 
* n * — ? 
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ſonable, nothing ſhould give more value to 
a blefling, than the thought that it makes 
the happineſs of our n creatures as well 
as our own. In compariton of this pleaſure, 
ſo noble and ſenfible, how trifling and vain 
are thoſe far-fetched magnificent amute- 
ments which the rich obtain with to much 
trouble and expenſe, Which leave a certain 
void in the ſoul, always ending in languor 
and diſguſt; whereas nature, rich and be- 
neſicent, preſents us continually with new 
objects. Pleatures which are only the work 
ot our own imagination, are of ſhort dura- 
tion, and vaniſh like a dream, the charms 
and illuſious of which are loſt at the moment 
of waking. But the pleaſures of reaſon and 
ot the he art, thoſe we enjoy in contemplating 
the works of God, are ſolid and laſting, 
hecauſe they open to us an inexhz: aſtible 
fource of new dclights. The ſtarry ſky, the 
carth enamelled v th flowers, F en 
longs of birds, the various landſcapes 


and proſpects, the one more dekghttul than 


the other, may continually turmfh us with 
new ſubjects of ſatisfaction and! joy. It we 
are in{enfible to theſe, it is certainly our own 
tault ; it is becauſe we behold the works of 
nature with an mattentive and indifferent 
eye. The duty of a Chriſtian conſiſts in 
enjuying innocently all that ſurrounds him. 
He knows how to draw retources from every 
thirg, and has the art. of being happy 
F 6 under 
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under any circumſtances, at little expenſo, 
and without danger to his virtue. 


— — — 4-4-4 


Lesson XXVIII. 


WO brothers, named Cherephon and 
Chœrecrates, had quarrelled with each 
other, when Socrates being acquainted with 
them, was Wlicitous to reſtore their amity. 
Meeting, therefore, with Chærecrates, he 
thus accoſted him: © Is not friendſhip the 
& ſweeteſt comfort in adverſity, and the 
« greateſt enhancement of the blcflings of 
e proſperity?“ “ Certainly it is,” re- 
Plied Charecrates, ** becaute our forrows 
« are diminiſhed, and our joys increaſed 
* by mutual and ſympathetic feeling. — 
« Amongſt whom, then, mutt we look for 
« a friend?” faid Socrates. ** Would you 
« feaxch amongſt ſtrangers ? They can- 
* not be intereſted about you: Amonęſt 
« your rivals ? ay + have an intereſt op- 
« pofite to your's : Amongſt thote who are 
„ mach older or younger than yourſelf ? 
« Their feelings and purſuits will be widely 
« different from your's. Are there not, 
„then, fome circumſtances favourable, 
and others eſſential, to the forming of 
« friendihip?”---< Undoubtedly there are,” 
anſwered Cherecrates.---* May we not enu- 
« merate, * continued Socrates, © amongit 
* the 
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the circumſtances favourable to friend- 
ſhip, long acquaintance, common con- 
e nections, fimilitude of age, and union 
of intereſt ?"---** J acknowledge,” ſaid 
Chorecrates, the powerful influence of 
cc theſe circumſtances; but they may ſub- 
* fiſt, and yet others be w anting, that are 
© effential to mutual amity."'---+* And 
« what,” ſaid Socrates, © are theſe eſſen- 
&« tials, which are wanting in Chærephon?“ 
Ile has forteited my eſteem and attach- 
„ment,“ anſwered Chærecrates.—— And 
« has he alto forteited the eſtcem and at- 
& tachment of the reſt of mankind ?” con- 
tinued Socrates. * Is he devoid of benc- 
« yolence, gratitude, and other ſocial at- 
& fections ? '—< FHeaven forbid,” cried 
Cherecrates, © that I thould lay ſuch 


heavy charge upon him. His conduct 


* 


to others, | believe, is without reproach ; 
« and it wounds me the more, that he 
4 * 


thould fingle me put as the object of 
unkindueſs. “ Suppote you have a 
very valuable horſe, retumed Socrates, 
gentle undar the treatment of others, 
but ungovernable when you altempt to 
mie him, would you not endeavour, by 
all means, to conciliate his affection, 
and to treat him in the way moſt likely 
to reuder hun tractable? Or, if you have 
* a dog, highly prized for his fidelity, 
« watchtulne(s, and care of your fiocks, 
who is fond of yuur ihepherds, and ptay- 
ful 


14 


«6 
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* ful with them, but ſnarls whenever you 


* come near him, would you attempt to 
* cure him of this fault by angry looks 
* or words, or any other mark of reſent- 
* ment? Y ou would ſurely purſue an op- 
* poſite courſe with him. And is not the 
* triendihip of a brother of far more worth 
& than the ſervices of a horſe, or the at- 
© tachment of a dog: ? Why then do you 


delay to put in Practice thoſe means 


*« which may Tcconcile you to Chere- 
„ phon?“ — Acquaint me with theſe 
& meaus, anſwered Charecrates, for I 
am a ſtranger to them. — Anwer me 
« a few queitions,” faid Socrates. ** If you 
«© defire that one of your neighbours ſhould 

e invite you to his f. feaſi wacen he offers a 
« ſacrifice, what courſe would vou take?“ 
„ ald firſt invite him to mine,” --- 
And how would you induce him to take 
charge of your © ttairs, when you are on 
60 a jour: LEY 7 = I thouid be forward to 
do the ſame od office to him in his ab- 
cc ſence? If you be ſolicitous to remove 
* prejudice, which he may have con- 
& cerved agaiuſt you, how v ould YOu then 
© behave tow ards him? “ J ſhould en- 

« deavour to convince him by my looks, 
« words, and actions, that ſuch prejud! ce. 
4 was ill founded. '---+* And it he appeared. 
ce inclined to be reconciled, would you re- 
C proach him with the injuſtice he had done 
& you ?'---+ No,” antwered Chærecrates, 
| 6 I would 
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| would repcat no grievances. '---** Go, 
then,“ ſaid Socrates, ** and purſue that 
conduct towards your brother which you 
* would practiſe to a neighbour. His 
© friendſhip is of the higheſt value; and 
„nothing is more dehg htful to the gods, 
than for brethren to "dwell together uy 
” unity.“ 


Lxssox XXIX. 
REFIN EMENT, and delicacy of Taſte, 


are the productions of advanced tociety. 
They open to the mind of perions potletied 
of them a field of elegant enjoyment ; but 
they may be puihe d to a dangerous Cc? 1 
By that excets of ſenſib: lity to which they 
lead ; by that vanity lich they flatter ; 
that idea ct il |periority which they nouriſh ; 
they may unfit their potic lor for the com- 
mon and ordinary enjoyments of life; and 
by that too great mcenets which they arc 
apt to create, they may mingle fomew hat 
of dilguſi Fen” uncaſineſs even in the higheſt 
and fineſt pleatures. A perſon of ſuch a 
mind will often miſs happinets where Nature 
intended it ſhould be found, and ſeek for 
it where it is not to be met with. Diiguſt 
and chagrin will frequently be his compa- 
nions, u hile leſs cultivated minds are en- 
joy ing pleaſure unmixed and without dii- 
trets. 


Less08 
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Lesso0x XXX. 
ONE of the Roman Judges had given up 


to the trumvir a woman of ſome rank, 
condemned for a capital crime, to be exe- 
cuted in priſon. He, who had charge 
of the execution, in confideration of her 
birth, did not immediately put her to death. 
He even ventured to let her daughter have 
accels to her in priſon, carefully ſearching 
her, however, as ſhe went in, left ſhe ſhould 
carry with her any ſuſtenance. He took it 
for granted, that, in a few days, the mo— 
ther muſt, of courſe, periſh for want, and 
that the ſeverity of putting a woman of fa- 
mily to a violent death by the hand of the 
executioner might thus be avoided. 

Some days patſing in this manner, the 
triumvir began to wonder that the daughter 
ſtill came to viſit her mother, and could 
by no means comprehend how the latter 
ſhould hive fo long. Watching, therefore, 
carefully what paſſed in the interview be- 
tween them, he found, to his great aſto- 
niſhmcnt, that the life of the mother had 
been all this while ſupported by the milk of 
the daughter, who came to the priſon every 
day, that her mother might ſuck her 
breaſts. | 

This ſtrange contrivance between them 
Was repreſente d to the judges, who pro- 

cured a pardon for the mother. Nor was 
it thought ſathcicnt to give to ſo dutiful a 
daughter 
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daughter the forfeited life of her condemned 
motlier, but they were both maintained at- 
towards by a penſion kttled on them for 
lite ; and the ground upon winch the pri- 
ton ſtood was conſecrated, and a temple to 
filial piety built vpon it. 

What will not filial duty conttive, or 
what hazards will it not run, if it will put 
a daughter upon venturing, at the peril of 
her own life, to maintain her unpritoned 
and condemned mother in to unuſual a 
manner ! For what was ever heard ot more 
firauge, than the mother tucking the breaſts 
of her own daughter ! It might even teem 
ſo unnatural as to render it doubttul, whe- 
ther it might not be in fome tort wrong, if 
it were not that duty to parents is the firſt 
law of nature. 


> po > +444 


LESSsoN XXXI. 
A RICH huſbandman had two ſons, the 


one exactly a year older than the other. 
The very day the fecond was born he had 
tet, in the entrance of his orchard, two 
young apple-trees of equal ſize, which be 
cultivated with the fame care, and which 
had thriven fo equally, that nobody could 
give the preference to either of them beſore 
the other. When his children were capa- 
ble of handling garden-tools, he took them, 
one fine ſpring morning, to ſee theſe two 
trees, 
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trees, which he had planted for them, and 
cailed after their names ; and when they 
had ſufficiently admired their fine growt!: 
and the number of blofioms that . 
them, he ſaid, You fee, my dear chil- 
* dren, I give you theſe trees in good con- 
dition. They will thrive as much by 
your care, as they will decline by your 
«© negligence; and their fruit will reward 
* you in proportion to your labour.“ 

The youngeſt, named Edmund, was in- 
dufirious and attentive. All day he was 
buſy in clearing his tree of infects that 
would hurt it ; and he propped up its ſtem 
to prev ent its taking a w rong bent. He 


hkewite lookened the earti about it, that 
the warmth of the fun, and the moiiture of 


the dews, might cheriſh its roots. His 
mother had not tended him more carefully 
in his infancy, than he did his young apple- 
tree. 

His brother, Mof's, did not copy his 
example. He ſpent his tine on a mouit 
that was near, throwing ſtones at the 
pailengers in the road. He went amons all 
the little dirty country boys in the neigli- 
bourhood 10 box with them : 10 that he was 
always {cen with broken ſhius and black 
eyes, from the blows and kicks he receiyed 

in his quarrels. In ſhort, he neglected his 


tree ſo tar, that he never once n of 


it, till one day in autumn he, by chance, 
fry Edmund's tree to falle 
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with purple and gold, that, had it not been 
tor the props that ſupported its branches, 
tte weight of its fruit muſt have bent it to 


1 


the ground. Struck with the tight of ſo 
fine a growth, he haſtened to ** oven, 
oping to find as large a crop upon it; but, 
to his creat ſurprize, he ſaw nothing except 
branches covered with mots, and a tew yel- 
luv, withered leaves. Full of pathon and 


Ls ad 


jcalouty, he ran to his father, and 1aid, 


Father, what tort of a tree is that which 
* you have given me ? It is as dry as a 
* broomſiick; and I ſhall not have ten 
apples on it. My brother you have uſed 
6 better, bid him, at Icatt, thare his apples 
„ with me. '—< Share with you,” ſaid his 
jather; ** to the induſtrious mult loſe his 
labour to feed the idle. Take what you 
get: it is the reward of your negligence; 
and do not think to accuſe me of injuſ- 


'* tice, when you tee your brother's rich 


crop. Jour tree was as fruitful, and in 

* as good order as his. It bore as many 
„ hlotfoms, and grew in the fame toil, only 
, jt was not foliered with the tame care. 
Edmund has kept his tree clear even of 
„ the ſinalleſt infects ; but you have fut- 
* tered them to cat up your s in its blot- 
% jym. Andi do not chooſe to let any 
e thing which God has given me, aud 
25 for whic] 11 [ bold myiclt accohunta! „l 10 
„him, co to ruin, I ſhalk take this tree 
„ trom you, and call it no more by your 

© name. 
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* name, It muſt p:fs through your bro- 
« ther's hands before it can recover itſelf; 
« and from this moment both it and the 
« fruit it may bear are his property. You 
may go into my nurſery, and Jook for 
another, it you will, and rear it, to 
% make amends for your fault; but if you 
„ neglect it, that too ſhall be given to your 
* hrother, for ahiſting me in my labour.” 

Moſes felt the juſtice of his father's ſen- 
tence, and the wiſdom of his defign. He, 
1 went that moment, and choſe, in 
the nurſery, one of the moſt thriving apple- 
trees he could find. Edmund afhifted him 
with his advice in rearing it; and Moſes 
embraced every occaſion of paying atten- 
tion to it. He was now never out of hu- 
mour with his comrades, and ſtill lets with 
him'elf; for he applied cheerfully to work, 
and in autumn he had the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing his tree fully anfwer his hopes. Thus, 
de had the double adv antage of enriching 
himſelf with a plentiful crop of fruit, and, 
at the ſame time, of getting nd of 'ohis vici- 
ous habits he had contracted. 

His father was to well pleaſed with this 
change, that, the ſollow ing year, he divi- 
ded the produc e of a ſmall orchard between 
bun and his brother. 
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Tu FORCE or EDUCATION. 
By Miss Monk. 


ROM good or evil Education, flow 

Life's higheſt happineſs, or deepeſt woe, 
And hence our, future diſpoſitions riie, 
The vice we practie, or the good we prize. 
When pliant nature al tormm receives, 
That (TEE reaches, Or exam lc gives, 
The yielding m ad with viriue thonld be grac'd, 
For firſt in preſſious ſe dom a: «© eflac'd. 
If ignorance, hen. her iron {way 1.aintain, 
If preju ice preſide, or patho reign ; 
The erring pr ncipl is rooted fiſt, 
And fx'd tie temper that thr»? .ife may laſt. 
If good we plen nt, vice will fill the mind, 
And wv ee''s :\eſpoil the hace for flowers deſign'd. 
The human heart ne'e! knows a ſtate of reſt, 
Bid tends to worſe, and better learis to beſt. 
We either gain or loſe, we fink or rite, 
Nor reſts our ſtruggling nature, *cill ſhe dies! 
Fountain of Being / teach us t devote, 
To thee, each purpoſe, action, word, and thought. 
Thy grace our hope, thy love our only boaft— 
Be all diſtinctions in the Chrif:an loſt ; | 
Be this in every ſtate, our wiſh alone 


Mimighty, Wife and Good'— Thy will be dove? 


PART 


TAMMY IL 


Alijcellaneous Pieces ſelecte . from different 
Authors. 


Tu IDLE MAN, 
PASSED the door of the idle man. He 


was fitting biting his nails, his garments 
tattered, his wife, in tears, fat at the ſpin- 
ning w hel, where her W's were employ 5 
ed, while her foot rocked the cradle of a 
fickly infant. On my entrance the aroſe. 
„ Why, poor woman, ſaid I, do you 
& mourn ?'—© Alas!” ſherc plicd, look 
to my poor child | I toil in vain to pro- 
© cure to it the aid it wants, while its cries 
« bear hard upon my Heu 1” 1 tierce 
towards the huſb and, laying, * Why fit 
« here idle? Is the pores er of thy, bat Trp 
&« nothing to thee ? Shall thy | poor salt 
cc expire "without one effort of thine tv 
& ſave it? The wretch was ti! ent, and, 
with looks intent upon the earth, he aroſe, 
and walked forth. The next day the child 
expircd, and in a week the mother was no 
more. 


Ar 
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At this moment the cruel father and 
worthleſs huſband may be teen fleeping in 
the ſtreets, covered with filth, turned out 
of the houſe, where he has ſpent his money, 
and waſted his time !—a wretched, but a 
Juſt picture of an 1DLE MAN. 


Dna „„ 


SOBRIETY os MIND. 
% 


(FROM BLAIR.) 


QOBRIETY of mind is one of thoſe vir- 

lues, which the preſent fituation of hu- 
man hte ſtrongly inculcates. The uncer- 
tainty of its enjoyments checks pretump- 
tion ; the multiplicity of its dangers de- 
mands perpetual caution. 

Moderation, vigil: ance, 1nd ſeit-covern 
ment are duties incumbent on all; but 
otpec ially on ſuch as are beginning the 
journey of life. For the w hole ſtate of 
youthful views and pafſions is adverſe to 
tobricty of mind. The ienes which pre 
ſent themſelves at our ©: tering upon the 
world, are commonly fattering. W hat- 
ever they be in themiclves, the lively ſpi- 
rits of the voung mid every opening prof- 
pect. 1 he field of hope appears to ſtretch 
wide before them. Pleaturc en to put 
forth its bloſſoms on cvery tide. Impelled 
by deſire, forward they ruth v th ie Nconhdce 
rate Ck prompt to decide and to 

chaſc; 
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chaſe ;—averſe to heſitate or to inquire ;— 
credulous, becauſe untaught by expe- 
rience; ;---raſh, becauſe unacquainted with 
danger ;---headfſirong, becaute untubdued 
by diſappointment. 

In human actions there is a right and 
wrong. Thoſe who are born with the ſame 
advantages of fortune, are not all equally 
protperous in the courſe of life. Some of 
them, by wiſe and ſteady conduct, attain 
diſtinction in the world, and pats their 
ways with comfort and honour; others, of 
the ſume rank, by mean and vicious beha- 
viour, forfeit the advantages of their birth, 
involve themſelves in much miſery, and 
end in being a diſgrace to their friends, and 
a burden on ſocicty. Early, then, we may 
learn, that it is not on the external condi- 
tion in which we find ourtelves placed ; 
but on that part on which we are to act, 
that our weltare or unhappinci, our ho- 
nour or intamy, depcnd. 

When beginning to act that part, it is 
of the greateſt moment to regulate our plan 
of conduct with the moſi ſerious attention, 
before we have yet committed any fatal or 
irretrievable errors. If, mitead of exerting 
reflection for this valuable purpole, we de- 
liver ourſelves up, at 1o critical a tune, to 
lloth and pleaſure if we refuſe to liſten 
to any countellor but humour, or to attend 
to any purtuit except that of amuſement ; 
if we allow ourſelves to float looſe and care- 
let on the tide ot lite, ready to receive any 

direction 
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direction which the current of faſhion may 
chance to give us---the fad cont:quences of 
uch indifcretion will extend to us: we 
cannot attain ſucceſs without preparation, 
and eſcape dangers without precaution. 
Happinets will not grow up to us of its own 
accord, and ſolicit our acceptance, when 
to the reſt of mankind it is the fruit of 
long cultivation, and the acquiſition of la- 
bour and care. We ſhould not deceive 
ourſelves with ſuch arrogant hopes. 

Whatever be our rank, Provulence will 
not, for our ſakes, reverſe its eſtabliſhed 
order. But, by tempering the vivacity of 
youth with a proper mixture of ſerious 
thought, we may cuſure cheertulnets for the 
reſt ot <P whilſt by delivering ourſelves 
up at preſe nt to giddincſs and Jevity, we 
lay the foundation of lating heavineſs of 
heart. 


„ 4 4<4< 


ROBIN 


(FROM BERQUIN.) 

ROBIN was about {ix years ot age. He 

was not wicked, but his mother let 
lim always have his way; and then his ta- 
ther was afraid that the poor child might 
cry much if he wanted any thing and 
mould not get it. Being thus indulged, 
his whims grew every day more frequent, 


and they could not always be gratified ; for 
GG his 
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luis parents were extremely poor, and lived. 
as the exprefſion is, from hand to mouth. 
-—-At laſt, he grew quite obſtinate and 
quarreliome, inſiſted upon having every 
thing that he ſaw, and when he could not 
get it, would grow ſulky, tear his clothes 
to ſhew his ſpite, and do nothing that he 
was bid to do, but often quite the con- 
trary. 

His parents were much grieved to ſee 
him perſiſt in this behaviour, and judged 
that it procceded from a heart naturally 
perverſe. Alas!“ cried his mother, “ I 
once hoped that Robin would in time 
* conlole us under all our griets, prove the 
joy of our old age, and work for our 
5 ſupport when we were paſt our ſtrength, 
& reflecting, that we had done ſo much to 
feed and bring him up; but, on the con- 
e trary, he is the greateſt cauſe of our un- 
„ happinets. “ His principles are quite 
& dcorrupted,“ ſaid the father, “every one 
& will utterly hate him, and nobody will 
« afford him the leaf aſſiſtanee, when he 
„ ſtands in need of it. He will commit 
„ ſome wicked action, and be punithed 
for it by his country. He will live in 
« ſhame and miſe ry. God grant | may be 
dead before this comes to aſs.” 

Theſe mortitying thoughts conſtantly re— 
curred to the minds of the unhappy parents. 
They were now no longer cheertul at their 
daily toil, and had little or no appetite tor 

their 


21I 
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their meals. Their ſorrow had a vifible ef- 
tect upon their health; their ſtrength ſoon 
tailed them, and one morning, being more 
depreſſed than uſual, they nad not ſufficient 
ipmits to get up. This, however, was not 
the caſe with little Robin; he vas up as 
utual, and called tor his breakfaſt, Ro- 
bin,“ ſaid his mother, + I am very ill, 
and cannot rife to get it for you. * "On 
this Robin grew 11 ulkx, while ſhe w ept. and 
his father Hutchinton ſighed. The little 
urchin having waited for ſome time, and 
ſeeing neither of them fiir, went inſtantly 
to a mcighbour's houte for a light, as he 


j| 


deſigned | to wake a fire himſclf. A little 


girl came down to let him in, and ſceing 
Robin, aſked him what he wanted, in a 
tone of voice that ſeemed to ſay he was not 
welcome, for the did not like him in the 
Icuſt. I want to light my candle,” an- 
twered Robin.—“ N eil, do ſo, rc plied 
the little child, “ fince I have let you in, 
„but do not come here again.“ This 
manner of talking did not plate Robin at 
all. He was very caſily offended, ſo he 
went awar, and did not even hight his can- 
e. 

After this he viſited the houſe of another 
nes chbour, who ſceing him through the 
eatemeont, would not ſo much as afk him 
„hat hc wanted. Refuted admittance every 


where, Robin therefore came home, put 
down his candle, and bethought hinfelt of 
G 2 ging 
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going to the cottage of a good old woman, 
who formerly uſed to treat him with ſweet- 
meats. When he entered, he aſked her 
for ſome breakfaſt. ** Breakfaſt !” an- 
ſwered Frances, why, has not your mo- 
„ ther let you have ſome ? —“ She is 
% a bed,” faid Robin.---< Well, and where 
« is your father? —“ He is a bed alfo. 
© They fay they are ill.“ “ And would 
* you leave them then, and come te me 
*« for victuals? Get you gone, I have no- 
« thing for you. Had I more than what 
« I want myſelf I would give it to poor 
children, who are tonder of their parents 
* than you are, and who make them 
5 happy. whereas you every day torment 
vyour's.“— 

Robin came away in tears, and walked 
home very flow ly. By the way he recol- 
lected that he himſelf had frequently ſham- 
med illneſs; and he ſuppoſed it not impoſ- 
ſible that his parents might now be doing 
the ſame. That he might aſcertam the 
truth he got upon a little chair, drew 
back the curtain, and beheld how pale they 
were, He tfaw that they had been crying 
too. This fight afflicted him very much; 
he cloſed the curtains again, ſat down by 
the fide of the hed, and held his hands up 
to his face. Unhappy wretch that I 
« am,” faid he: © ſuppoſe my parents 
« were to tie, what would become of me ? 
] am retuied admittance every where, 

| and 
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* and cannot obtain a fingle morſel of 
* bread. I muſt then have been very 
wicked! my poor mother, how ſhe at 
„all times loved me ! and how have I 
gricved her! And my father, my dear 
father — Who can tell, alas ! but they 
will both dic.” | 
Robin tat tor ſome time immerſed in deep 
thought, but returning afterwards to the 
houſe where he had been refuſed entrance 
at firſt, begged tor heaven's lake to have a 
little bread and milk. to make a breakfaſt 
for his parents. His affliction, and the hum- 
ble tone in which he now addreſſed them, 
ealily gained him a hearing. Well,“ 
ſaid the good man of the village, © fince 
vou aſk me thus, I will not refuſe you. 
« Here, take the halt of this brown loaf, 
„ with ſome of this milk, and warm it for 
* your parents. It is but juſt that you 
„ thould prepare their breakfaſt, while 
they are both working ſo hard for you.” 
Robin hearing this, durſt not mention 
that they were ill, becauſe he feared the re- 
oaches which Frances had beſtowed upon 
im, though he merited them now much 
leſs : on which account his charitable be- 
nefactor did not go himſelf to ſce them, as 
he would have done, had he known their 
condition, for he eſteemed them greatly. 
In the mean time, Robin carried away 
the bread and milk, came home, lighted up 
a fire, and putting on a pipkin, boiled the 
G 3 milk. 
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milk, As ſoon as it was rea ly, he drew a 
little tubic towards the bed. His mother 
bearing him move about the chamber, faid 
to her huſband, What can Robin be do- 
© ing ?—* No good, I fear,” antwercd 
Hutchiinion.---As the withed to know. ſhe 
endeavoured to tit up in bed, and LOOKIN 
through the gurtains, vhich wert very thin, 
ihe 15 i ** tlie ittle t able. w1th two a 4 112.7 1 
ald Robin cutting rt ad into them. Upon 


luis, ſhe joggod her husband ;“ See,” 
tail the, really believe he is doing this 
tor us, elie why tuo porrincers on the 
tube?“ een 0 God, replied 
Hutchintohn, © he W. I am not hun- 
egi, but l mould like to be convinced 
„ that he is better than we hure U.Guglit 
„ him. Robin carne at laſt with the p- 
Lin, Aticl filling both tl. Porr mo 
proact-d his parents. Hold,” iuid he, 


* dear father: hold, dear mother. Here 
& is lone break fat for you bpoth. . And 
& 18 it vou that prepared it?!“ crclainu⸗d 
the father; Who could give you all this 
c bred and milk: Jt was NCigh hour 
& tuch-a-cne,” antvercd he.---His tather 
and mother bade him put down both the 
porringers again. Their eyes grexy bright 
with joy. © Dear child ! come hither,” 
cried they; * you arc not what we thought 
you to be; you bring both of us to life 
„again.“ 80 laying, they ſtretched out 


the arms; Robin bent to their embrace 
and 
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and ryingled his tears with theirs, begged 
forgiveneſs for the grief which he Ha- d given 
them, and promited that in ſuture they 
ſhould have occaſion to rejoice in thus bcha- 
Hur. 

Robin was ſtill in tos parent“ arms when 
Frances entered with her breaktalt, which 
the brought in order to thare it with her 
good neighbours, who were indifpoted, 
Being moved by th a piteous fig] t. {he 
ſhed tears, and bletied little Robin, who, 

in his part, embra« ed her t nderly alto. 
They all breaktaited together, and had 
never in their lives del ore enjoyed fo deli- 
clous a meul. 

The happineſs of ſuch a day ſoon revived 


tins good father and! Oving mother. The 
little OY alto became ve 5 happy. He ac- 


quired the love af ox ry onc that Knew him, 
vas Care 110 d An uſtice ITY Nis Darents, 
* % . „ . £ A * 
and the charitable Frances, wir rejoiced 
10 do them all tit: - 8 Ot Tot In her 0 2 


IMMORTALITY or ru SOUL. 
(SYECTATOR.) 


HERE is not a more pleaſing and tri- 
umphant cou ſideration in religion, than 

the perpetual progrets which the foul 
makes towards the perfection of its nature, 
without ever arriving at a period iu 4 
look upon the ſoul as going on from ſtrens 
4 to 


- Ie 2 


„ 5 „ : > 


„„ „„ 
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to ſtrength, to conſider that ſhe is to ſtrina 
for ever with new acceſſions of glory, and 
brighten to all eternity ; ; that ſhe will be 
ſtill adding virtue to virtue, and knowledge 
to knowledge, carries in it ſomething we- 
derfully agreeable to that ambition which 15 
natural to > the mind of man. Nay, it muſt 
be a protect pleating to God himſelf, to 
tee his creation for ever beautifying in his 
eyes, and drawing nearer to him, by 
greater degrees of reſemblance. | 
This fingle conſideration of the progreſs 
of a finite ſpirit to pertection will be ſuffi- 
cient to extinguiſh all envy in inferior na- 
tures, and all contempt in ſuperior. That 
cherubim, which now appears as a God to 
a human ſoul, knows very well that the pe- 
nod will come about in cternity, when the 
human ſou] tha]l be as perfect as he himfclt 
now is: Bay, when the fhall look down 
upon that degree of perfection, as much as 
ſhe now falls ſhort of it. It is true, the 
higher nature ſtill advances, and by that 
means preſerves hs diſtaiice and ſuperiority 
in the ſcale of being ; but he knows that, 
how high ſoever the ſtation is of which he 
ſtands poſſeſſed at preſent, the inferior na- 
ture will at length mount up to it, and 
ſhine forth in the tame degree of glory. 
With what aftoniſhment and veneration 
may we look into our fouls, where there are 
ſuch hidden ftores ot virtue and ey 
ſuc 


—_— 
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fach inexhaufted ſources of perfection! We 


know not yet what we ſhall be, nor will it 


ever enter into the heart of man to concewe 
the glory that will be always in reſerve for 
him. he ſoul, confidered in relation to 
its Creator, is like one of thoſe mathemati- 
cal lines that may draw nearer to another 
for all eternity, without a poſſibility of 
touching it: and can there be a thought to 
tranſporting, as to conſider ourſelvi es in 
theſe perpetual approaches to Him who is 
not only the ſtandard of perfection, but of 
happinets ? 


SLAVE R Y.---STERWE. 
DISGUISE thyfelt as thou wilt, ſtill, 


Slavery {till thou art a bitter drau zht ; 
and though thouſands i in all ages have been 
made to drink of thee, thou art po lets 
bitter on that account. It is thou, Liberty, 
thrice {weet and gracious coddets, whom 
all in public or in private worſhip, whote 
taſte is grateful, and ever will be fo, till 
Nature herſelf thall change 10 tint of 
words can ſpot thy ſhowy mantle, or chy- 
mic power turn thy ſcepter into iron 
with thee to ſmile upon him as he cats his 
eruſt, the twain is happier than his monarch 
from whole court thouart exiled. Gracious 
Heaven! grant me but health, thou great 
Beſtower ot it, and give me but this fair 

G 5 godudcts 
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goddets as my companion ; and ſhower 
down thy mitres, it it ſeem good unto thy 
Divine Prov 1 upon thoſe beads whict 
arc aching for them. —— 

P urfiiing theſe ideas, I fat down clofe by 
my table, und leaning my head upon my 
hand, I began to figure to myſelf the mi- 
ſries of confinement. I was in a right 
frame tor it, and ſo I gave full ſcope to my 
WNagination. | 

A body halſf-waſted away with long ex- 
pectaiion and cenfinement, had felt TW it 
kind of fickneſk of the heart it was which 
ariſes from hope deterred. Upon looking 
nearer I ſaw hun pale and fteverith : in 
thirty 1 cars the wetiern breeze had not once 
tanncd his bloud---he had ſcen no tun, no 
moon in all that time —-nor hed the voice 
of friend or kinſman breathed through his 
lattice. this children 

---But here my hcart began to bleed 
and I was forced to go ON W ith another part 
of the portrait. 

Ile was fitting upon the ground upon a 
little Kraw, in ihe fartheſt corner ot _ 
dungeon, which was alternately his chair 
and bd: a little calendar of finall fticks 
were laid at the bead, notched all over with 
the diſmal days and nights he had patied 
there---he had one of theſe little ſticks in 
his hand. and with a ruſty nail he was cich- 
ing another day of miſery foadd to che he 2 


As 1 darkened the little light he had, 
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lifted up a hopeleſs eye towards the door, 
then caſt it down---ſhook his head, and 
went on with his work of affliction. I 
heard his chains upon his legs, as he turned 
his body to lay his little ſtick UPON the 
bande Be gave a deep figh—lI ſaw the 
iron enter into his ſoul—l burſt into tears 
I could not ſuſtain the picture of con- 
tinement which my fancy had drawn. 


— 4 44 


Ox CHEERFULN ESS.—sPECTATOR. 


MAN, who utcs his beſt endeavours to 
Ive according to the dictates of virtue 
and right reaſon, has two perpetual tources 
of cheerfulnets in the confideration of his 
own nature, and of that Being on whom 
he has a dependance. It he looks into him- 
telt, he cannot but rejoice in that exiftence 
which is ſo lately beſtowed upon him, and 
which atter millions. of ages, will be imll 
new, and ſtill in its beg! ming. How 
many telt-congratulations naturally rile in 
the mind, when it reflects on this its en- 
trance into eternity; when it tab es a view 
of thoſe 1 improve: able faculties, which in a 
few years, and even at its firſt tt tting out, 
have made to confiderable a prog oh, and 
which will be ſtill receiving an increaſe of 
perfec tio Dy and cone quer th an increate of 
happineſs? The conſcioutnets of ſuch a 
| (3 © being 
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being, ſpreads a perpetual diffuſion of joy 


through the foul of a virtuous man, and 
makes him look upon huntelt every moment 
as more happy than he knows how to 
COncerve. 
The fecord ſource of chcertulne(s to a 

ood mind is its confideration of that 
Ling on whom we have our depcndance, 
and in whom, though we behold him as 
yet but in the firſt faint ticoverics of his 
perfections, we tee every thing that we can 
imagine as great, glorious or amiable. 
We find omiclves every where upheld by 
his goodnets, and turrounded with an im- 
menſity of love and mercy. In ſhort, we 
depend upon a Being, whoſe power quali- 
fies him to wake us happy by an infinity of 
means, whoſe guodnets and truth engage 
him bs make thoſe happy who deſfire it of 
him, and wife unchangeablenefs will ſe— 
CUTE us in this happincſs to all eternity. 


— bon <4 hehe 
VIRTUE. 
(FROM BLAIR.) 


7IRTUE is an univerſal charm : cvcn its 

ſhadow is courted, when the ſubſtance 

1s wantir g. It muſt be formed and 1 "Pe rted, 

not by unfree juent acts, but by dai!) ald re- 
peate EXC rtions, in order to its be coining 

vigorous and uictul, Greatcyents give te: pe 

tor 
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for great virtues; but the main tenour of 
human lite 15 compoſed of fmall occur- 
rences---Within the round of theſe lie the 
materials of the happineſs of moſt men; 
the ſubjects of their duty, and the trials of 
their virtue. 

W hatever is to be our proſeſſion, no edu- 
cation is more neceſſary to ſucceſs, than the 
acquirement of virtuous difpofitions and 
habits. This 1s the univerſal preparation 
for every character, and every ſtation in 
lite.—Bad as the world is, reſpect is alwa 
paid to virtue. In the utual courſe of hu- 
man affairs, it will be found that a plain 
underſtanding, joined with acknowledged 
worth, contributes more to proſperity than 
the brighteſt parts without probity or ho- 
nour. 

Whether ſcience, or buſineſs, or public 
life, be our aim, virtue ſtill enters, for a 
principal ſhare, into all thoſe great depart- 
ments of ſocie ty. 

It is connected with eminence in every 
liberalart; with reputation in every branch 
of fair and uſeful bufineſs; with diſtinc- 
tion in every public ſtation. The vigour 
which it gives to the mind, and the weight 
which it adds to the character ;---the gene- 
rous ſentiment which it breathes RP” un- 
daunted ſpirit which it inſpircs the ar- 
dour of diligence which it quickens ;---the 
freedom which it procures from pernicious 


and 
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and diſhonourable avocations, are the ſoun- 
dation of all that is high in fame, or great 
in ſucceſs among men. 

W hatever ornamental or engaging en- 
dowments we poſſeſs, virtue is a neceſſary 
requiſfite in order to their ſhining with pro- 
per luſtre.---By whatever arts we may at firſt 
attract the attention, we can hold theeſteem. 
and tecure the hearts of others, only by 
amiable diſpoſitions, and the accompliſh- 
ments of the mind--- I hetc are the qualities 
whoſe influence will laſt, when the luſtre ot 
all that once ſparkled and dazzled has pat- 
ted away. | 


THE LAW-SUTT. 
(FROM BERQUIY.,) 


ARMER Blunt, when he died. left two 
tons, the one named Roger. the other 
Humphrey. By his death they were put in 
poſſeſſion of farms ſufficient to afford them 
a decent competency, ard little was want- 
ins to make them both happy. Alas 
the n, why could not they live in that har- 
mony which Nature deſigned ſhould tub 
ft between brothers, when ſhe formed 
them of the ſame b hd : 
Amoneſt the polſeilions left them by their 
father was a very fine orchard, Which he 


Lad 
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had cultivated m his lifetime with particular 
care. As 1t bore, moſt years, a prodigious 
quantity of apples, remarkable for making 
the beſt cyder, it appeared to both the bro- 
thers a very deſirable lot; but unluckily, 
in the partition of their father's lands made 
by his will, the property of this was left 
undetcrmine d. 

Each, therefore, claimed the poſſeſſion 
of it, and obſtinately perſiſted in ſipporting 
that claim. They no longer ſpoke to each 
other in amicable terms ; on the contrary, 
their mutual obftinacy e anged on both 
fides into a confirmed hatred. © You are 
not an honeſt man, ſaid Roger, for 
« claiming what is my property, and you 
© do not deſerve to be maſter of 16 good a 
piece of gronad.”---Humphrey, in a 
rage, would anſwer, It well becoines 
you to talk to, a lazy tcllow as you are | 
Hare you not always made my father 
* unhappy by your drunkenneſs 2 What 
*xyOou Id become of thoſe trees in your idle 
„hands? In two or three years the orchard 
would not be worth {ixyence.” 

The curate of the village being informed 
of their quarrel, went to them, and in the 
moſt amie ble manner endeavoured to re— 
concile them ---<* What are you doing, 


my triends ?” ſaid he, VV herefore are 
„ v0 weary of living h ty together? 
„Shall this orchard be ihe means of dif- 


* uniting you? Why not rather join in 
_** your 
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your induſtry to improve it, and after- 
« wards divide the produce.--- 
4 do not intend any ſuch thing,” ſaid 
one, I will have it all to myſelf.” 
« We ſhall fee that,” replied the oiher ; 
*I think 1 ſhall have it.“ Well, then,” 
faid the clergyman, ** let the moſt rea- 
* ſonable of you refign his claim, upon 
receiving a ſuitable recompence from 
* the other.“ With all my heart,” 
cried they both at once, © let my brother 
give it up to me.“ I have moſt right to 
it,“ ſaid the eldelſt.---<* It belongs to my 
farm,“ ſaid the youngeſt. *© I am re- 
„ ſolved to have it, now that I have taken 
« it into my head.”---< Since you are 
« both fo obſtinate,” ſaid the curate, 
and cannot agree together, will you 
« leave the decifion of the matter to for- 
_« tune, and diſpoſe of it by lot?“ “ No, 
«] will riſk nothing,” ſaid Hodge.--- 
« Nor I neither,” ſaid Numps.---T he gen- 
tleman then propoſed to them to ſell the 
orchard and divide the money; but this 
propoſal alſo was equally rejected on both 
ſides. | 
II ] fee,” ſaid the worthy clergyman, 
90 nothing can overcome your obſtinacy: 
* you will ſoon find the miſerable effects 
« of mutual hatred, in hearts which were 
intended by Nature to be dear to each 
„ other. 
The 
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The brothers did not trouble themſelves 
about this prophecy, but each of them 
went to a lawyer whom he thought moſt 
capable of ſetting off his claim to advan- 
tage. Thus began a law-ſuit, which ſeemed 
raly enough to be decided, but which was 
neverthelets protracted for five whole years, 
the counſel on both fides being veterans in 
the buſinets. The orchard, all this while, 
we may ſuppoſec, was not ſo well cultivated 
as in the time of honeſt farmer Blunt. All 
the fine apple trees were neglected, and 
did not produce near their uſual quantity of 
fruit. Horſes and pigs were ſuffered to 
break in and damage them ; Humphrey, 
who had the orchard in his hands, being 
too much taken up with his law-tuit to at- 
tend to the culture of it. 

They were both married to very amiable 
women, and had many children, in whom 
they would have been perfectly happy, had 
their minds been more at caſe. Each of 
their wives would ſometimes accolt them 
thus: My dear huſband, why are you 
„ ſo uneaſy ? We have every thing that 
© Our hearts can with ; have we not! J You 
* are in very good health, ſto am I. Our 
little family goes on charmingly : then 
« we have an excellent farm; and you 
know it is your own fault if you do not 
make money by it. Why will you not 
* choote to be happy ?”---Each of the 
huſbands would then mutter between his 

teeth, 
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tet th, and anfwer : How can I be happy 
„While I have ſuch a good-for-nothing 
* brother ? His injuſtice and obſtinacy are 
* poiton to my happineſs.” --- 


THE CONTINUATION, 


When at their return from the field, they 
fr their children running joyfully towards 
them, they would cry out to them before 
they came near, What do you want 
with me? Get away. Iam not in a hu- 
* mour now to mind your tricks; I am 
* tov angry: — and it the poor children 
ſtrove to ft hen them by their innocent 
fonlar they would puſh them away 
ee ag ard ſometimes: give them violent 
blows. At table nothing could pleaſe 
them, becauſe their hearts were filled with 
gall; and in bed it was out of their power 
to flecp, becauſe they were always thinking 
how 0 hurt each other. This, however, 
was not' the worſt part of their conduct; 
from ill will, they proceeded to fla der and 
calamay, and cach ſtrove how to, blacken 
the characier of the other moſt. If Numps 
happened to bc in company with other tar- 
mers, he would endervour to perſuade then 
that Hod-: was a very bad man, who lau- 
bonred to ruin him firſt, and would then go 
to law with cvery man in the parith. And 
as Hodge, for his part, was not backward” 
in laying much the tame of Humphrey, 


- 
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te end of it was, that people believed 
them both ; fo that in a ſhort time they 
were ſhunned by every body as dangerous 
perſons; and there was not one of their 
neiglibours v. ho did not with to fee the vil- 
lage ſairly rid of them. 

Aiter five years jarring at lav judgment 
was given, and he who gained the cauſe, 
t; und himtelf obliged very ſoon to tell, not 
only the orchard, but great part ot his 
Cr: to pay the expc 2 ot the tuit. The 
contulion of both, on tius occaſion, may be 
more ealily imagined than deſcribed.-- 
« Well,” taid Numps, © we have both of 
& us deſerved this. It was in our own 
„power to have avoided it. We might 
* fill have had our farms and our money. 
„ Inft-ad of all the trouble that we have 
© eatied to cach other, we ſhould have 
© made one other, as well as our fami- 
„lies, happy, and have gained the friend- 
„ thip and ette»m of our neighbours.” — 
& See, ſaid Hodge, all this we have 
loft by our folly, I with things were to 
„begin again.“ Well,” ſaid Numps, 
+ what is pal cannot be remedicd ; let 
us be wiicr for the future. Come, bro- 
„ ther, here i my hand, I wilt never be 
** Yo! ir ene; as long L as [ live.“ Nor I 
„ your's, "replied Hod: ge, taking his hand. 
---L] hey then both ſhed tears, and the bit- 
terne 1 ol hatred departed trom their hearts. 

They 
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They very ſoon found themſelves muc lt 
eaſier in living upon friendly terms with 
each other ; but the ill effects of their for- 
mer perverſeneſs they were deſtincd to fee} 
for a long time. They ſaw their orchard, 
which had been in poflethon of their family 
for many years, turn to good account in 
the hands of ſtrangers, while the little that 
remained to them of their own tarms, took 
ſome time to recover from the ill manage- 
ment of five years. Befides, deriſion was 
ſwift to purſue them in the village, while 
confidence and amity returned to them 
with a flow pace. The alacrity of their 
advocates, in receiving their fees, had 
thinned their purſes ; and fatigue added 
to fretting, impaired their health. Even 
their children did not now ſalute them with 
that fiee, unconfirained aftection, which 
appears in the children of the virtuous and 
benevolent ; and, to add to their misfor- 
tune, it was ſome time before their wives 
could view them with the tenderneſs of 
former years. 


STORY or MARIA. 


(FROM THE MIRROR.) 


THE conſideration of death has been 
always made uſe of by the moraliſt and 
the divine, as a powerful incentive to virtue 
and 
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and to piety. From the uncertainty of life 
they have endeavoured to fink the eſtima- 
tion of its pleaſures, and, if they could not 
ſtrip the ſeductions of vice of their preſent 
enjoyment, at leaſt to load them with the 
fear of their end. 

Voluptuaries, on the other hand, have, 
from a ſimilar reflection, endeavoured to 
enhance the value, and perſuade to the en- 
joyment, of temporal delights. 'They have 
adviſed us to pluck the routes which would 
otherwiſe toon wither of themſelves, to 
ſeize the moments which we could not long 
command, and, ſince time was unavoida- 
bly fleeting, to crown its flight with joy. 

Of neither of thete perſuaſives, whether 
of the moral or the hcentious, the ſevere 
or the gay, have the effects been . 
Life muſt neceſſarily conſiſt ofactive ſcenes, 
which exclude from 1ts general tenor the 
leiſure of meditation, and the influence of 
thought. The tchemes of the buſy will 
not be checked by the uncertainty of their 
event, nor the amuſements of the diffipated 
be either controlled or endeared by the 
ſhortneſs of their duration. Even the cell 
of the Anchorite, and the cloiſter of the 
Monk, have their buſineſs, and their plea- 
ſures ; for ſtudy may become butineſs, and 
abſtraction pleaſure, when they engage the 
mind and occupy the time. A man ma 
even enjoy the preſent and forget the future, 


at 


142 An Introduction to Reading. 


at the very moment in which he is writing 
of the inſ{wnificancy of the former, and the 
unportance of the latter. 

It were caſy to ſhew the wittlom and be- 
mgnity of Providence, Providence ever 
wiſe and benign, in this particular of our 
conſtitution ; but it would be trite to repeat 
arguments too obvious not to have been 
often obterved, and too juſt not to have 
been always allowed. 

But, though neither the ſituation of the 
world, nor the formation of our minds, 
allow the thoughts of futurity or death a 
conſtant or pre vailing effect upon our lives, 
they may ſurely fometinncs, not unſcaſon- 
ably, prets upon our imagination; even 
excluſive of their. moral or reli, gious ute, 
there is a ſympathetic enjoyment which 
often makes 1t not only b-!ter, but more 
delighttul, zo go toe houje of mourning than 
10 the houſe of feaſting. 

Perhaps I felt it fo, when, but a few 
days fince. I attended the Green of a young 
lady, who was torn, in the bloom of youth 
and beauty, from the arms of a father who 
doted on her, of a family by whom the 
was adored ; I think I would not have ex 
changed my teelings at the time for all the 
mirth which gaicty could inſpire, or all 
the pleature w wich luxury could bettow. 

Maria was in her twentieth year. Io 
the beauty of her torm, and excellence o. 

ct 
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her natural ditpoſition, a parent equally in- 
dulgent and attentive had done the fulleſt 
juſiice Io accomplith her perſon, and to 
cultivate her mind, every endeavour had 
been uſed, and they had been attended with 
that ſucceſs which they commonly racet 
with, when not prevented by miſtaken 
fondneſs or untimely vanity. Few young 
ledies have attracted more admiration ; 
none ever felt it lets : witlr all the charms 
of beauty, and the poliſh of education, the 
plaineſt were not lets affected, nor the 
moſt ignorant leſs atfuming. She died 
when every tongue was eloquent of her 
virtues, when every hope was ripening to 
reward them. : 
It is by ſuch private anddomeſtic diſtreſſes 
that the ſofter emotions of the heart are 
molt ſtrongly excited. The fall of more 
important perſonages is commonly diſtant 
from our obſervation : but even where it 
happens under our immediate notice, there 
is a mixture of other feelings by which our 
compaſſion is weakened. "he cminenthly 
great, or extentively uictul, leave behind 
them a train of interrupted views and dit- 
appointed expectations, by which the dif- 
treis is complicated beyond the ſimplic ity of 
pity. But the death of one, who, like 
Maria, was to ſhed the influence of her 
virtues over the age of a tather, and the 
childhood of her fitters, pretents to us a 
little view of family-afflicdon, which every 
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eye can perceive, and every heart can feel. 
On ſcenes of public ſorrow and national 
regret, we gaze as upon thoſe gallery pic- 
tures which ſtrike us with wonder and ad- 
miration; domeſtic calamity is like the mi- 
niat ure of a friend, which we wear in our 
boſoms, and keep for ſecret looks and ſo- 
litary enjoyment. 

The laſt time I ſaw Maria, was in the 
midſt of a crowded aſſembly of the faſhion- 
able and gay, where ſhe fixed all eyes by 
the gracctilneſ: ot her motions, and the na- 
tive dignity of her mien; yet fo tempered 
was that ſuperiority which they conterred 
with gentleneſs and modeſty, that not a 
murmur was heard, cither trom the rival- 
ſhip of beauty, or the envy ot homelinets. 
From that ſcene the tranfition was ſo violent 
to the hearſe and the pall, the grave and 
the ſod, that once or twice my imagination 
turned rebel to my ſenſes ; I be held the 
objects around me as the painting of a 
dream, and thought of Maria as living 
ſtill. 

I was ſoon, however, recalled to the ſad 
reality. 1 he figure of her father bending 
over the grave of his darling child; the 
ſilent ſuffering compoſure in hich is 
countenance was fixed; the tears ot his at- 
tendants, u hoſe grief was hght, and capa- 
ble of tears; thete gave me back the truth. 
and reminded me that I ſhould fee her no 


more. There vas a flow of ſorrow with 
which 


An Introduction to Reading. 145 


which I ſuffered myſclf to be borne along 
with a inelancholy kind of indulgence ; but 
when her tather dropped the cord with 
which he had helped to lay Maria in the 
earth, its found on the coffin chilled my 
heart, and horror tor a moment took place 
of pity ! 

It was but for a moment. He looked 
eigerly into the grave; made one involun- 
tary motion to ſtop the aſſiſtants who were 
throwing the earth into it; then fuddenly 
recollecting himſelf, claſped his hands to- 
gether, threw up his eyes to Heaven; and 
then firſt I ſaw a tew tears drop from them. 
I gave language to all this. It ſpoke a let- 
ton of faith, and picty, and reſignation. 
[ went away forrowtul, but my ſorrow was 
neither ungentle nor unmanly ; it caſt on 
this world a glance raiher of pity than of 
enmity ; on the next, a look of humble— 
nes and hope 

Perhaps, it will be laid, that ſuch fitua- 
tions, and ſuch reflections as the foregoing, 
will only aftect minds alrcady too tender, 
and be diregarded by thoſe who need the 
letfons they unpart. But this, I apprehend, 
is to allow too much to the force of habit, 
and the reſiſtance of prejudice. I will not 
pretend to atlert, that rooted principles and 
long-eitabliſhed conduct are tuddenly to be 
cnanged by the effects of ſituation, or the 
el0quence of ſentiment; but if it be granted 
that tuch change ever took place, who tha!l 

H determine 
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determine by what ituperceptible motive, 
or accid utal impreſſion it was firſt begun? 
And, even if the iufluence of ſuch a call to 
thought can only ſmother, in its birth, one 
allurement to evil, or confirm one wavering 
purpoſe to virtue, I ſhall not have unjuſtly 
commended that occaſional indulgeuc of 

nſiveneſs and forrow, which w ill thus be 
rendered not only one of the refinements, 
but one of the Improvements of lite. 


L YIN G. 
(FROM DR. PERCIVAL'S TALES.) 


ENDACULUS was a youth of good 
parts and an amiable temper, but by 
keeping bad company, he had contracted, 
ip an extreme degree, the odious practice 
of lying. His word was ſcarcely ever be- 
lieved by his friends; and he was often 
ſuſpected of faults becauſe he denied the 
commiſſion of them, and puniſhed for of- 
f-r.ces of which he was convicted only by 

his aſſertions of innocence. The ex 
xience of every day manifeſted the ed. 
vantages which he ſuffered from this diſ- 
graceful cuſtom. He had a garden ſtocked 
with the choiccſt flowers, and to cultivate 
it was his favourite amuſement. It hap- 
ned that the cattle of the adjoining paſture 
had broken down the fence ; and he tound 
them 
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them trampling upon, and deſtroying a bed 
of fine amiculas. He could not drive theſe 
ravagers away without endangeting the 
ſtill more valuable productions of the next 
parterre ; and he haticned to requeſt the 
aſſiſtance of the gardener : ** You intend 
« to make a fool of me,” ſaid the man, 
who refuſed to go, as he gave no credit to 
the relation of Mendaculus. 

One frofty day his father had the misfor- 
tune to be thrown from his horſe, and to 
fracture his thigh. Mendaculus was preſent, 
and was deeply affected by the accident, 
but had not ſtrength ſufficient to afford the 
neceſſary help; hs was therefore obliged 
to leave him in this painful condition on 
the ground, which was at that time covered 
with ſnow ; and with all the haſte in his 
power he rode to Mancheſter, to ſolicit the 
aid of the firſt benevolent perſon he ſhould 
meet with. His character, as a har, was 
generally known; few to whom he applied, 
paid attention to his ſtory; and no one be- 
heved it. After loſing much time in truit- 
lets entreaties, he returned with a forrowtul 
heart, and with his eyes bathed in tears, to 
the place where the accident happencd ; 
hut his father was removed trom thence: 
coach tortunately patied that way; he 
was taken into it, and conveyed to his own 
ou, whuither 11 ſoon followed 
him. 


1H 2 A luſty 
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A luſty boy, of whom Mendaculus had 
fold {me falſchoods, often way-laid him as 
he went to ſchool, and beat him with great 
ſeverity. Conttious of his ill e eſert, Men- 
daculus bore for ſome time in filence this 
chaſtiſement; but the frequent repetition of 
it at laſt overpowered his reſolution, and 
he complained to his father of the uſage he 
had met with. His father, though dubious 
of the truth of this account, applied to the 
parents of the boy who abuſcd him ; but 
he could obtain no redreſs from them, and 
only received the following painful anſwer : 
«+ Your fon is a notorious ; liar, and we pay 
« no regard to his aficrtions.” Mendacu- 
lus was therefore obliged to ſubmit to the 
wonted correction, till full ſatisfaction had 
been taken by his antagoniſt for the injury 
which he had ſuſtained. 

Such were the evils in which this unfor- 
tunate youth almoſt daily involved himſelf 
by the habit of lying. He was ſenſible of 
his miſconduct, and began to reflect upon 
it with ſeriouſneſs and contrition. Reſolu- 
tions of amendment ſucceeded to penitence ; 
he ſet a guard upon his words; ſpoke little, 
and always with caution and reſerve ; and 
he ſoon found, by ſweet experience, that 
truth is more eaſy and natural than ftalie- 
hood. Ey dcogrees the love of it became 
predominant in his mind; and 16 ſacred at 
length did he hold veracity to be, that Je 

ro rupled 
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ſcrupled even the leaſt jocular violation of 
it. This happy change reſtored him to the 
eſteem of his friends, the confidence of 
the public, and the peace of his own 
conſcience. 


— p< 4-44 


Our IGNORANCE or ors FUTURE 
STATE. 


(FROM STURM'S REFLECTIONS ON THE 
WORKS OP GOD.) 


JF we are ignorant of future events, we 
maſt not ſeck the caufe of it merely in 
the nature of our fouls, the faculties and 
knowledge of which are very limited; bui 
alſo in the expreſs and infinitely wite will 
of the Creator: he knew the ſtrength of 
man, and he would not give him more 
knowledge than he could bear. 
Knowledge is to the foul what the liglit 
of the ſun is to the eyes: a too great 
fplendor would hurt without being of uic. 
It would be very dangerous to the virtue of 
man, if he had the faculty of forcſceing 
what was to happen to him; for outward 
circumſtances have generally ſome influence 
on the way of thinking, and in the refolu- 
tions we form: therefore, the more we 
know of future events, or the more teinpta- 
tions we ſhould have to ſurmount, the more 


H 3 We 


150 An Introduftion to Readiny. 


we ſhould have to fear for our Nen 
How wretched alſo ſhould we be, if we 
could fee into tuturity. Suppoſe, in A 
that the future events were to be agreeable 
and happy ; while we do not ſoreſee this 
greater happinets which awaits us, we enjoy 
with gratitude the prefent advantages we 
pllcts : but draw the curtain, and diſcover 
an agreeable protnect of futurity, and we 
ceafe from that momentto exyoy the pretent. 
We ſhould ro longer be content, happy, 
or grateful : we ſhould anxioufly and im- 
patiently expect the fortune deſigned us; 
and our days would pats one after another 
without enjoying them. But, ſuppoſe fu- 
tare events are to be ſad and melancholy, 
we fuffer beforehand all the afflictions as 
ſogu as we forcice them. Days which 
might hare paſled agrecabiy, in peace and 
quiet, if the future had been concealed 
from us, are, as ſocn as we know it, tpent 
in anxzicty, in ſorrow, and in the tad expec 
tation of a certain cuil. In a word, the 
idea of the misfortunes refcrved for us, 
would prevent our enjoying pretent happi— 
neſs, and would make us inſenfible to it, 
How great, therefore, is the wiſdom and 
goodnets of God, in having thrown a veil 
over futurity, ond only letting us know our 
fate by degrees, as the defiined events hap- 
pen to us ! Let us never with to anticipate 
the happinets which awaits us, nor to teel 
he weight of cvils before they happen. 
it 
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Let us, on the contrary, every time we 
think on futurity, bleſs God for having, by, 
this ig norance, ſpared us jo many cares 
tears, and ſorrows. 

It is therefore to this wife and merciful 
Diipoler of all events that we ſhould, with 
entire confidence, truſt our fates. W hat- 
ever God has decrecd for us, muſt neceſſa- 
Tily hapfen. It is che portion allgited us, 
and proper for us. The cup that is pre- 
ſented, let us receive it willingly, and with- 
out murmuring, convinced that it is for our 
good. Let us refign ourſelves to the Lord, 
and depend on him entirely for v hatever he 
may pleaſe to decree as to our lives or 
deaths. Whether we live or die, our por- 
tion and our inheritance will be the joys 
of paradife, Be calm then, my foul. — 
Our glory is, to ſubmit to the will of our 
Creator. He is our heavenly Father, and 
will guide us through all dangers to the 
happineſs allotted for us. 


ON TuhE DUTY or CHILDREN ro 
THEIR PARENTS. 


(FROM THE SPECTATOR.) 


] AM the happy father of a very towardly 
ſon, in whom I do not only ſee my life, 
but alſo my manner of life renewed. It 


H 4 would 
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would be extremely beneficial to ſociety, if 
you would frequently reſume ſubjects which 
terve to bind theſe fort of relations faſter, 
and endear the ties of blood with thoſe of 
good-wiil, protec lion, obiertance, indul- 
ence, aud veneration. I would, methinks, 
fed done this after an uncommon method; 
and I do not think any one who is not ca- 
pable of writing a good play, fit to under- 
take a work, wherein there will neceſſarily 
occur fo mavy ſecret inſtincts and biaſſes of 
human nature, which would paſs unobſerved 
by common eyes. Ithank Heaven I have 
no outrageous offence againſt my own ex- 
cellent parents to anſwer for; but when I 
4M now and then alone, and look back 
npon my paſt lite, from my earlieſt infancy 
to this time, there are many faults which I 
egmmuted, that did not appear to me even 
until I my elf became a father. I had not 
until then a notion of the yearnings of 
10 art which a man has when he ſees his 
child do a laudable thing, or the ſudden 
damp wW hich tcerzes him when he fears he 
will act ſomething unworthy. It is not to 
be imagincd what a remorle touched me 
tor a long train of childiſh neghgences of 
my mother, when I taw my v ite the other 
day look out of the window, and turn as 
pale as as aſhes, upon ſecing my younger boy 
ſliding upon the ice. Theſc: ſlight intima- 
tions will give you to underſtand, that there 

are numberleſs little crunes which children 
take 
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take no notice of while they are doing, 
which, upon reflection, when they ſhall 
themſelves become fathers, they will look 
upon with the utmoſt ſorrow and contrition, 
that they did not regard before thoſe whom 
they o offended were to be no more ſeen. 

How many thouſand things do I remember 
which would have highly pleaſed my father, 
and I omitted for no other reaſon, but that 
I thought what he propoſed the effect of 
humour and old age, which I am now con- 
vinced had reafon and good ſenſe in it! I 
cannot now go into the parlour to him, and 
make bis heart glad with an account of a 
matter which was of no conſequence, but 
that I told it, and acted in it. The good 
man and woman are long ſince in their 
graves, who uſed to fit and plot the welfare 
of us their children, while perhaps we were 
ſometimes laughing at the old tolks at an- 
other end of the houſe. The trath of it is, 

were we merely to follow nature in theſe 
great duties of life, though we have a ſtrong 
inſtinct towards the performing of them, 
we ſhould be on both tides very deficient. 

Age is ſo unwelcome to the generality of 
mankind, growth towards manhood fo de- 
firable to all, that refignation to decay 1s 
too difficult a tatk in the father; and defe- 
rence amidſt the impulſe of gay defires, ap- 
pears unreafonabie to the ſon. There are ſo 
tew who can grow old with a good grace, 
and yet fewer who can come flow enough 
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into the world, that a father, were he to be 


actuated by his defires, and a ton, were he 


to confult himſelf only, could neither of 


them behave himſelf as he ought to do to 
thcother. But whe nreafon interpo! es againſt 
inſtinét, where it would carry either out of 
the ;nterefis ot the other, there ariſes that 
happieſt intercourte of good offices between 
thote deareſt relations of human life. The 
father, according to tlie opportunities which 
are offered to him, 18 ſhowering down 
bleſſings on the ſon, and the fon endeavour- 
ing to appear the worthy offspring of ſuch 
a father. It is aſter this manner, that Ca- 
millus and his firſt-born dwell together. 
Camillus enjoys a pleaſing and indolent old 
age, in which p: oe is ſubdue d, and rea- 
fon exaltcd. He waits the day of his dit- 
folution with a refignation mixed with de- 
be:.t ; and the tou fears the acceflion of his 
father's fortune with diffdence, leſt he 
thoukl not enjoy, or become it as well as 
his — Add to this, that the fa- 
ther knows he leaves a ſriend to the chil- 
dren of his tricuds, an eaſy landlord te his 
tenants, and an agrecable companion to his 
acg. :aintance. He belle ves his ſon's beha- 
viour will make him be frequently remem- 
Lored, but never wanted. This coramerce 
is fo well ce mented, that without the pomp 
of laying, Son, be a friend to ſuch a one, 
when 1 am gone; Camilius knows, being 
in his favour, is — enough to the 
2 gratefuk 
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grateſul youth who is to ſucceed him with- 
out the admonition of his mentioning it. 
Theſe gentlemen are honoured in all their 
neighbourhood, and the fame effect which 
the court has on the manners of a kingdom, 
their characters have on all thoſe who live 
within the influence of them. 

My fon and I are not of fortune to com- 
municate our good actions or intentions to 
ſo many as theſe gentlemen do; but I will 
be bold to ſay, my fon has, by the applauſe 
and approbation which his behaviour to- 
wards me has gained him, occaſioned that 


many, and old men beftides myſelf, have 


rejoiced that other men's children follow 
the example of mine. And I have the in- 
expreſſible happinets of over-hearing our 
neighbours, as we ride by, point to th-ir 
children. and ſay with a voice of joy, 


There they go.” 


8 


NECESSITY or BEING RELIGIOUS 
| AT an EARLY AGE. 


(FROM BLAIR.) 


S ſoon as you are capable of reflection, 
you muſt perceve that there is a right 
and wrong in human actions. You tec that 
thole who are born with the fame advan- 

tages of tortune, are not all cqually prot- 
II 6 perous 
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rous in the courſe of life. While ſome 
of them by wiſe and fteady conduct attain 
diſtinction in the world, and pats their days 
with comfort and honour ; others of the 
fame rank, by mean and vicious behaviour, 
forfeit the advantages of their birth, involve 
themſelves in much mitery, and end in 
being a difgrace to their friends, and a bur- 
den on ſoeicty. Early, then, you may 
learn, that it is not on the external condi- 
tion in which you find yourſelves placed, 
but on the part which you are to act, that 
your welfare or unhappinefs, your honour 
or infamy, depend. Now, when begin- 
ning to act that part, what can be of 
greater moment than to regulate your plan. 
of conduct with the moſt terious attention, 
b-tore you have yet committed any fatal or 
rretrieveablee rrors ? It, inſtead ot exerting 
Ti. ection for this valuable purpol-, you — 
"ap yourſelves up at ſo critical a time to 
floth and pleaſure ; if you refuſe to liſten to 
any counſellor but humour, or attend to 
any purſuit except that of amuſement ; it 
you allow yourſelves to float looſe and care- 
lefs on the tide of life, ready to receive any 
direction which the current of faſhion may 
chance to give you, what can you expect 
Fr follow from ſuch beginnings ! ? While fo 
nany around you are undergoing the fad 
conſequences of a like indiſcretion, for 
what reaton ſhall not theſe conſequences ex- 
tend to you? Shall you only attain ſucceſs 
without 
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without that preparation, and eſcape dan- 
gers without that precaution which is re- 
quired of others ? Shall happineſs grow up 
to you of its own accord, and ſolicit your 
acceptance, when to the reſt of mankind 
it is the fruit of long cultivation, and acqui- 
fition of labour and care ? Deceive not 
yourſelves with ſuch arrogant hopes. 

Whatever be your rank, Providence will 
not for your ſake rcverſe its eſtabliſhed or- 
der. By liſtening to wiſe admonitions, and 
tempering the viv acity of youth with a pro- 
per mixture of ſerious thought, you may 
inſure cheerfulnets for the re it af your lite; 

but by delivering yourfelves up at preſent 
to giddineſs and levity, you lay the foun- 
dation of latting heavineſs of heart. 


Tux EQUAL DEALINGS or PRO- 
VIDENCE. 


(FROM GOLDSMITH.) 


WJ HEN | reflect on the diſtribution of 
good arid evil here below, I find that 
much has been given man to enjoy, yet ſtill 
more to ſuffer. Though we thould exa- 
mine the whole world, we ſhall not find 
one man ſo happy as to have nothing lett 
to wiſh for; but we daily ice thouſands | 
who 
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who ſhew us they have nothing left to 
hope. In this lite, then, it appears, that 
we cannot be entirely bleſt. 

Why man ſhould thus fecl pain, why 
our wretchednets ſhould be requiſite in the 
formation of univerſal felicity, are queſtions 
that never can be explained, and might be 
uſeleſs if known. On this ſubject, Provi- 
dence has thought fit to elude our curioſity, 
tatished with granting us motives to conſo- 
lation. | 

In this fituation, man has called in the 
friendly aſſiſtance of philoſophy, and Hea- 
ven, ſceing the incapacity of that to conſole 
him, has given him the aid of religion.— 
The conſolations of philoſophy are very 
amuſing but often fallacious. It tells us, 
that life is filled with comforts, if we will 
but enjoy them; and on the other band, 
that though we unavoidably have miſeries 
here, life is ſhort, and they will toon be 
over. Thus do theft conſolations deſtroy 
cach other; for if life is a place of comfort, 
its ſhortneſs muſt be miſery, and if it be 
long, our griets are protracted. Thus phi- 
lofophy i is weak; but religion comforts in 
an higher ftrain. Man 1s here, 1t tells us, 
fitting up his mind, and preparing it for 
another abode. When the good man leaves 
the body, and is all a glorious mind, he 
will find he has been making himſelf a 
Heaven of happineſs here, while the wretch 
that has been maimed and contaminated by 


d. © 
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his vices, ſhriaks from his body with terror, 
and finds that he has anticipated the ven- 
geance of Heaven. To rel gion, then, we 
muſt hold in every circumſtance of life for 
our trueſt comfort; for if already we are 
happy, it is a pleaſure to think that we can 
make that happineſs unending; and if we 
are miſerable, it is very — to think 
that there is a place of reſt. 

But Providence is in another reſpect 
kinder to the poor than the rich ; for as it 
thus makes life after death more defireable, 
to it ſmooths the paflage there. The 

wretched have long familiarity with every 
face of terror. The man of ſorrows lays 
himſelf quietly down, he has no pofletiions 
to regret, and but four ties to ſtop his de- 
parture ; he feels only nature's pang in the 

inal ſe paration, and this is no way greater 
than he has often fainted under before; for 
after a certain degree of pain, every new 
breach that death opens in the conſtitution, 
nature kindly covers with inſenſibility. 

Thusreligiondoes what philoſophy could 
never do: it ſhews the equ:l dealings of 
Heaven to the happy and the unhappy, 
and levels all human enjoyments to nearly 
the tame ſtandard. It gives to both rich 
and poor the fame happineſs hereatter, 
and equal hopes to aſpire after it; but, 
it the rich have the advantage of enjoy- 
ing pleature here, the poor have the cudic6 

ſatis- 


160 An Introduction to Reading. 


ſatistaction of knowing what it was once to 
be miſerable, when crowned with endlets 
felicity hereafter ; and even though this 
ſhould be called a fmall advantage, yet 
being an eternal one, it muſt make up by 
duration what the temporal happineſs of 
the great may have exceeded by intenſe- 


nels. 


2 —— 4 v4 


Ox Tus DUTIES or SCHOOL-BOYS. 


(FROM ROLLIN.) 


UINCTILIAN fays, that he has in- 
claded almoſt all the duty of ſcholars 
in this one piece of advice which he gives 
them, to love thoſe who teach them, as 
they love the ſciences which they learn of 
them ; and to look upon them as fathers, 
from whom they derive not the life of the 
body, but that inſtruction which is in a 
manner the life of the ſoul. Indeed this 
ſentiment of affection and retpect ſuffices to 
make them apt to learn during the time of 
their ſtudies, and full of gratitude all the 
reſt of their lives. It feems to me to in- 
clude a great part of what is to be expected 
from them | 
Docility, , Which conſiſts in ſubmitting to 
directions in readily receiving the infiruc- 
tions 
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tions of their maſters, and reducing them 
to practice, is properly the virtue of ſcho- 
lars, as that of maſters is to teach well. 
The one can do nothing without the other; 
and as it is not ſufficient for a labourer to 
tow the ſeed, unleſs the earth, after having 
opened its boſom to receive it, in a manner 
warms.and moiſtens it; ſo hikewife the 
whole fruit of iuſtruction depends upon a 
good correſpondence between the maſt ers 

and the ſcholars. | 
Gratitude for thoſe who have laboured in 
our education, 1s the character of an honeſt 
man, and the mark of a good heart.— 
„% Who is there among us, ſays Cicero, 
that has been inſtructed with any care, 
© who is not highly delighted with the 
« fight, or even the bare remembrance of 
his preceptors, maſters, and the place 
here he was taught and brought up? 
Seneca exhorts young men to preſerve 
always a great reſpect for their maſters, 
„to whoſe care they are indebted tor the 
* amendment of their faults, and for having 
* imbibed ſentiments of honour and pro- 
_** bity. Their exactneſs and ſeventy dit- 
e pleatc ſometimes at an age when we are 
not ina condition to judge of the obli- 
% rations we owe them; but when years 
have ripened our underſtanding and 
judgment, we then diſcern that what 
„ made us diſhke them, I mean admoni- 
tions, reprimands, and a fevere exact- 
** nels 
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** neſs in reſtraining the paſſions of an im- 
« prudent and inconfiderate age, is ex- 
preisly the very thing which ſhould make 
* us eſteem and love them. Thus we fee 
„that Marcus Aurelius, one of the wiſeſt 
and moſt iHatirious emperors that Rome 
ever had, thanked the gods for two 
„things eſpecially— for having had excel- 
„ Jent tutors himſelf, and that he had 
* found the like for his children. 


POETRY. 


POETRY. 


A GENERAL SONG OF PRAISE TO GOD» 


(ron WATTS.) 
; I, 
Hey glorions is our heaven!y King, 


Who retgns above the ſky ! 
How ſhall a child preſume to ſing 
Ilis dreadful Majeſty ! 


11. 


How great his pow 'r is, none can tell, 
Nor think how large his grace ; 

Nat men below, nor ſaints that dwell 
Ou high before his face. 


111. 


Not angels that ſtand round the Lozp 
Can ſcarch his ſecret will; 

But they perform his heav'nly word, 
And vug his praifes ſtill. 
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I'V, 


Then let me join this holy train, 
And wy firſt off*rings 1 
Th' eterual GOD will not ditdain 

To hear an infant ſing. 


V. 


My heart reſo!ves, my tongue haps, 
And angels ſhall rejoice 

To hear their mighty Maker's praiſe 
Sound from a feeble voice. 


An EVENING SONG. 


(FROM THE SAME.) 


AND now another day is gone, 
I'n fing my Maker's praiie ; 

My comtorts cv'ry hour make known 
His providence and grace. 


11. 


But how my childhood runs to waſte! 
My tins, bow great their ſum ! 

Lox b, give me pardon for the paſt, 
And ſtrength for days to come. 


111. 


I lay my body down to flee 2 
Let angels guard my he 

And through Go 3 of darknefs keep 
4 heir watch around my bed. 


With 
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IV, 


With cheerful heart I cloſe my eyes, 
Since thou wilt not remove; 

And in the morning let me riſe 
Rejoicing in thy love. 


>» —<—— +4 


HYMN TO CONTENTMENT, 
(By Dr. PazxneLL.) 


11 laſting peace of mind! 

Sweet delight of human kind! 

Heav'nly born and bred on high, 

To crown the fav'rites of the ſky 

With more of happineſs below 

Than viftors in a triumph know! 

Whither, O whither art thou fled, 

To lay thy meek contented head ? 

What happy region doſt thou pleaſe 

To make the feat of calms and eaſe? 
Ambnion ſearches a!l its ſphere 

Of pomp and ſtate, to meet thee there. 

Increzfing Avarice would find 

Thy preſence in its gold enſhrin'd. 

The bold advent'rer ploughs his way 

Through rocks, amidſt the foaming ſea, 

To gain thy love ; and then perceives 

Thou wert not in the racks and waves. 

The filent heart which grief aflails, 

Treads ſoft and loneſome o'er the vales, 

Sees daifies open, rivers run, 

And ſceks (is I have vainly done) 

Amulſing thought; but learns te know, | 

That Sohtude's the nurſe of woe. | | 

No real happineſs is fund | 

In trailing purple o'er the ground; | 

Or in a foul exalted high 

To range the circuit of the ſky, 


ol —_— 


Converſe 
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Converſe with ſtars above, and know 
| All nature in its forms below; 
The reſt it ſceks in ſecking dies, 
| And doubts at laſt for knowledge rife. 
Lovely, laſting Feace, appear 
This world itfcl:, if thou art here, 
Is once again with Eden bleſt, 
And man contains it in his breaſt. 
"Twas thus, as under ſhade I ftood, 
I ſung my withes to the wood; 
And, loſt in thought, no more perceiv'd 
The branches whiſper as they wav'd : 
It ſeem'd as all the quiet place 
Confeſs'd the preſence of the Grace; 
When tlius ſhe tpok—* Go rule thy will, 
Bid thy wild pathons all be ſtill, 
Know God—and bring thy heart to know 
The joys which from religion flow ; _ 
Then ev'ry grace ſhall prove its gueſt, 
4 And I'll be there to crown the reſt.” 


F 
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EMMA, awd ras FLY- 
(BY BELLAMY.) 


*T WAS cold November! the winds blew—the rains 
fell; when the tcnder hearted Emma beheld a 
« feeble ſolitary fly” crawling up the frame of 
her parlour window: touched with compaſſion 
for the helpleſs object, ſhe extended her hand, 
gently, to remove it © warmth and lite. The 
fly miſtaking her intention, thus addrefed ber 


AH ! let gentle pity ſpare me, 
I have ne%er dove Emma harm; 

To the warm hearth quickly bear me, 
Ot his ſting fell death ditarm. 


There the fire awhile may cheer me, 
Then again I'll friſk and play; 
| Yet, 
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Yet, alas ! I greatly fear me, 
I mutt die at cloſe of day. 


Flirting, © careleſs, gay, and free,” 
Late within thy cuitur'd bow'rs ; 
Full of life, and fall of glee 
I beguil'd my ſum ner hours. 


Now they're gone! with ev'ry bleſſing ! 
Sunny joys can charm no more; 
Chilly cold each wing depreſſing, 
Tells me—flying days are o'er. 
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Tas FIRE-SIDE. 
(BY DR. COTTON.) 


1. 


EAR Chloe, while the buſy crowd, 
The vain, the wealthy, and the proud, 
In folly's maze advance ; 
Though fingularity and pride 
Be calPd our choice, we'll ſtep aſide, 
Nor join the giddy dance. 


Il, 


From the gay world we'll oft retire 
To our own family and fire, 

Where love our hours employs ; 
No noiſy neighbours enter here, 
No inter meddling ſtranger near, 

To ſpoil our heart-felt joys. 


111. 


If ſolid happineſs we prize, 
Within our breaſt this jewel lies; 
And they are tools who roam: 
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The world has nothing to beſtow, 
From our own ſelves our joys muſt flow, 
And that dear hut, our home. 


IV. 


Of reſt was Noah's dove bereft, 
When with impatient wing ſhe left 
That ſafe retreat, the ark: 

Giemg her vain excurſion o'er, 
The-diiappointed bird once more 
Exploi'd the ſacred bark. 


V. 


Though fools ſpurn Hymen's gentle pow'rs, 
We, who improve his golden hours, 
By ſweet expcrience know, | 
That Marriaye, r:ghtly underſtood, 
Gives to the tender and the good 
A paradiſe below. 


VI, 


No borrow'd joys! they're all our own, 
While to the world we hve unknown, 
Or by the world fargot : 
Monarchs! we envy not your ſtate, 
We look with pity on the great, 
And bleis our humble lot, 


VII, 


Our portion is not large indeed, 

But then, how little do Ve nced ! 
For nature' calls are few: 

'n this the art of living lies, 

'> want no more thin way ſutfice, 


Aud make that little do. 


We'll 
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VIII. 


We'll therefore reliſh with content 
Whate'er kind Providence has ſent, 
Nor aim beyond our pow'r ; 
For if our ſtock be very ſmall, 
Tis prudence to enjoy it all, 

Nor loſe the ——_ hour, 


IX. 
To be refign'd, when ills betide, 


Patient when favours are veny*'d, 

And pleas'd with favours giv'n, 
Dear Chloe, this is wiſdom's part, 
This is that incenſe of the heart 

Whole fragrance ſmells to heav'n. 


X. 


We'll aſk no long protracted treat 

(Since winter life 1s ſeldom ſweet ; ) 
Bat when our feaſt is o'er, 

Grateful from tabie we'll ariſe, 

Nor grudge our ſons with envious eyes 
The relics of our ſtore, 


XI, 


Thus hand in hand through life we'll go, 
Its checker'd paths of joy and woe 

With cautious ſteps we'll tread ; 
Quit its vain ſcenes without a tear, 
Without a trouble or a fear, 


And nungle with the dead, 


1 | *, TRR 
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Txt BEGGAR's PETITION. 


1 the ſorrows of a poor old man, 

Whoſe trembiing limbs have borne him to your 
door 

Whoſe days are dwindled to the ſhorteſt ſpan, 

Oh! give relief, and Heaven will bleſs your ſtore. 


Theſe tatter d clothes my poverty beſpeak, 

Theſe hoary locks proclaim my lengthen'd years ; 
And many a furrow in my griet-worn cheek 

Has beenthe channel to a flood of tears. 


Yon houſe, erected on the rifing ground, 

With tempting aſpect drew me from my road ; 
For plenty there a reſidence has found, 

And grandeur a magnificent abode. 


Hard is the fate of the infirm and poor ! 
Here, as I crav'd a morſel of their bread, 

A pamper'd menial drove me from the door 
To {eek a ſhelter in an humbler ſhed. 


Oh! take me to your hoſpitable dome; 

Keen blows the wind, and piercing is the cold 
Short is my paſſage to the friendly tomb, 

For I am poor and miſcrably old. 


Should I reveal the ſources of my grief, 
If ſoft humanity eꝰ er touch'd your breaſt, 
Your hands would not withhold the kind relief, 
And tears of pity would not be repreſt. 


Heaven ſends misfortunes: why ſhould we repine ? 
"Tis Heaven has brought me to the ſtate you ſee, 
And your condition may be ſoon like mine, 
The child of Sorrow and of Miſery. 


A little farm was my paternal lot, 
Then, like the lark, I ſprightly hail'd the morn ; 
But, 
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But, ah! op 
n! oppreſſion forc'd me from my cot 
My cattle dy'd, and blighted was my av 2 


Aly daughter, once the comfort of my age 
k Lur d by a villain from her native home 
s caſt abandon'd on the world's wide ſtage 
And doom'd in ſcanty poverty to — . 


2 wife, ſweet ſocther of my care 
Fell, . = anguiſh at the ſtern decree, 
And lebe de fel a vidtim to deſpair, 
© the world to wretchedneſs and me. 
Pity the ſorrows of a poor old man, 
Whoſe trembling limbs have borne him to your 
door, 


Whoſe days are dwindled to the ſhorteſt ſpan, 
Oh! give relief, and Heaven will bleſs your ore. 


THE 


SHEPHERD AND PHILOSOPHER. 


(FROM GAY's FABLES.) 


REMOTE from cities liv'd a ſwain, 

Unvex'd with all the cares of gain; 

His head was filver'd o'er with age, 

And long experience made him tage ; 

In ſummer's heat and winter's cold 

He fed his flock, and penn'd the fold; 

His hours in cheerful labour fiew, 

Nor envy, nor ambition, knew; 

His witdom and his honeſt fame 

Through all the country rais'd his name, 
A deep philoſopher, whoſe rules 

Ot moral lite were drawn from ſchools, 

The ſhepherd's homely cottage ſought, 


And thus explo#'d his reach of thought. 
1 2 Whence 


— 
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Whence is thy learning ? Hath thy toil 
O'er books conſum'd the midnight oil A 
Haſt thou old Greece and Rome ey ey d, 
And the vaſt ſenſe of Plato weigh d: 

Hath Socrates thy ſoul refn'd, mY 

And haſt thou fathom'd Tully 's mund: 

Or, like the wiſe Ulyſſes, thrown | 

By various fates . — 

E u through many citie Fs. - 

1 * — ſtoms, , wy A manners weigh'd? 
Fi ſhepherd modeſtly reply d, 


* 9 1 
2? aths of learning tiry'd ; 
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To read mankind, their laws, and arts; 

For man is practis'd in diſguiſe, 

He cheats the moſt diſcerning eyes: 

Who by that ſearch ſhall wiſer grow, 

When we ourſelves can never know ? 

The littic knowledge I have gain'd 

Was all from ſimple nature drain'd ; 

Hence my life's maxims took their riſe, 

Hence grew my ſettled hate to vice. 
The daily labours of the bee 

Awake my foul to induſtry. g 

Who can obſerve the careful ant, 

And not provide for future want? 

My dog, the trueſt of his kind, 

With gratitude in flames my mind: 

I mark his true, his faithful way, 

And in my ſervice copy Tray. 

In conſtancy and nuptial love, 

learn my duty from the dove. 

The hen, who from the chilly air, 

Wrh pious wings protects her care; 

And every towl that flies at large, 

Inſtructs me in a parent's charge. 
rom Nature, too, I take my rule, 

To ſhun contem pt an h ridicule. 

I never with in portant ar 

In converſati 1 cverbear, 

Can grave and tormal pats for wiſe, 

When men the ſolemn owl deſpiſe ? 
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Well, onward they march'd, and they moraliz'd till 
Till they came where ſome poultry pick'd chaff by a 
mill: 
Sly Reynard ſurvey'd them with gluttonous eyes, 
And made (ſpite of morals) a pullet his prize. 
A mouſe too, that chanc'd from her covert to ſtray, 
The greedy Grimalkin ſecur'd as her prey. | 


A Spider that fat in her web on the wall, 
Perceiv'd the poor victims, and pity'd their fall; 
She*cry'd—** of ſuch murders how guiltleſs am I!” 
So ran to regale on a new taken fly. 


MORAL. 


The faults of our neighbours with freedom we 
blame, 
But tax not ourſelves, tho* we practiſe the ſame. 


doo poten nn <4 


ODE ro ths CUCKOO. 
(BY MR. LOGAN.) 


AIL! beauteous ſtranger of the grove, 
Thou meſſenger of ſpring! 
Now Heaven repairs thy rural ſeak, 
And woods thy welcome ſing. 
What time the daiſy decks the green, 
Thy certain voice we hear: 
Haſt thou a ftar to guide thy path, 
Or mark the rolling year? 


Delightful viſitant! with thee 
Ihail the time of flowers, 
And hear the ſound of mutic ſweet, 
From birds among the bowers, 
The ſchool-boy, wand”ring through the wood, 
To pull the primroſe gay, 
Starts! the new voice of Spring to heal 
And imitates thy lay. 
4 ' What 


130 Aa Iatroduftion to Rudi, g. 


What tune the pea puts on its bloom, 
Thou fly*ſt thy vocal vale, 

An annual gueſt in other lands, 
Another Spring to hail, 

Oh, could 1 fly, I'd fly with thee; a” 
We'd make, with joyful wing. 

Our annual vifits o'er the globe, 
Companions of the Spring 
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MORNING ADDRESS ro Txt DEITY. 


(BY MALLET.) 


FOUNTAIN of ce from whom yon orient ſun 
Firſt drew its ſplendour Source of life and love! 

Whoſe ſmile now wakes o'er earth's rekindling face 

The boundleſs bluſh of Spring—O Firſt and Beſt ! 

Thy eflence though from human fight and ſearch, 

Tho” from the climb of all created thought 

Ineffably remov'd ; yet man himſelf 

Thy lowet child of reaſon, man may read 

Unbounded power, intelligence ſupreme, 

The Maker's hand on all his works impreſs'd, 

In characters cotval with the Sun, 

And with the Sun to laſt; from world to world, 

From age to age, in every clize, diclos'd, 

Sole revelation through all time the ſame. 

Fail univerſal Goodneſs !—with full ſtream 

For cver flowing from beneath the throne 

Thro' earth, air, fea, to all things that have life; 

From all that live on earth, in air and fea, 

The great community of Nature's ſons, 


To thee, Father, ceaſeleis praiſe aſcend 


rn 


